
Seward Highway: MP 105-107 Windy Corner 
Project No. 56631/NH-0A3-1(34) 

 

MEETING NOTES 
 

SUBJECT: Anchorage Transportation Fair 
PROJECT NO.: DOT&PF: 56631/NH-0A3-1(34) 

GROUP: Public 
DATE: Wednesday, February 4, 2015 

TIME: 4 to 8 p.m. 
LOCATION: Alaska Airlines Center Auxiliary, University of Alaska 

Anchorage, 3550 Providence Drive, Anchorage 
MEETING OUTREACH: See Table 1. Meeting Outreach 

MEETING ATTENDANCE: 368 people signed in 
MEETING MATERIALS: Fact sheet, comment sheet, aerial photos of project area and 

concepts 
STAFF PRESENT: DOT&PF: Tom Schmid 

DOWL: Steve Noble, Aaron Christie 
Brooks & Associates: Anne Brooks 

MEETING INFORMATION:  

Attendees were greeted at the door and asked to sign in. They were then provided with a diagram 
showing the layout of the event. Over 50 tables presented Anchorage area transportation 
projects. Community members were encouraged to ask questions of the project teams and to 
provide written comments. Written and verbal comments are transcribed below. All specific 
questions submitted have or will receive an individual response, which are summarized in italics 
where applicable. 

The following comments were received for the Seward Highway Windy Corner project.  

• A commenter wanted us to use the materials site at MP 104.5 because it would improve 
sight distance. Two friends of the commenter were killed at this location in separate 
crashes.  

• Another commenter expressed support for the design as presented. 

The following email comments were submitted. 

• Hello, I am really sorry I missed your presentation at the Anchorage Transportation Fair. 
There are a couple of items I would like to address: * What statistics do you have to 
validate that mile 105 to 107 is rated as high severity (fatal/major injury) crash segment 
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of the Seward Highway? * by the time you complete your highway improvement there 
will be no wildlife to view! Thank You. 

Response: Thanks for commenting on the Seward Highway MP 105-107 project. 
We have posted the project January 2015 update and the comment sheet from the 
Transportation Fair on the project website and have attached both to this email. 
Meeting notes recording what we heard at the fair will be posted to the site within 
the next week or so. Our responses to your questions and comments follow. 

What statistics do you have to validate that mile 105 to 107 is rated as high 
severity (fatal/major injury) crash segment of the Seward Highway? The Seward 
Highway is a designated highway safety corridor. All statistics are available on 
the DOT&PF website at the following link: 
http://dot.alaska.gov/comm/safety_corridors.shtml. During our analysis of the 
corridor we identified Windy Corner as an area of high major Injury and fatal 
injury crashes. We shared this with the public at our March 4, 2013 public 
meeting in the attached graphic. 

We believe that our improvement will move traffic away from the sheep habitat 
areas. If you look closely at the proposed improvements, no changes will be made 
to the face of the rock in the Windy Corner area where the sheep are most likely 
to be spotted. 

We have added your email to our notice list for the project. Watch for project 
updates and notice of future meetings. Anne Brooks, P.E., Public Involvement 
Specialist 

• (I sent this email to windycorner@dowl.com but that email address is not accepting any 
emails right now.)  

Anne Brooks,  

Quoting the page on the DOWL website for the Windy Corner project, 
(http://www.dowlhkm.com/projects/windycorner/index.html) "The objective of the 
proposed project is to address traffic safety concerns in the vicinity of Windy Corner by 
realigning the highway and the railroad to meet current design standards"  

I would like to know what the traffic safety concerns are for windy corner, referenced 
above, that justify this project. I am also interested in knowing in which way(s) the 
current condition of the road in the vicinity of windy corner does not meet current design 
standards. Thank you, Indian valley resident who drives past windy corner 10+ times 
weekly.  

Response: Thanks for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-107/Windy 
Corner project. You want to know what the traffic safety concerns are for Windy 
Corner that justify the project. The Seward Highway between Girdwood and 
Anchorage was designated as a Traffic Safety Corridor by the State of Alaska 
because it experiences a elevated rate of high severity (fatal and major injury) 
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crashes. Contributing factors made Windy Corner stand out because it is a 
popular area for sheep viewing along the highway, which disrupts traffic 
operations when motorists slow and park along the highway to view sheep and 
other wildlife. The activity creates high differential in speeds, and uncontrolled 
movement of traffic entering and exiting the highway.  
The project area, MP 105-107, only represents 7% of the total Safety Corridor 
length, however, it accounts for 11% of the major injury and 11% of the fatal 
crashes in the corridor. The majority of the crashes are head on crashes. The 
DOT&PF initiated the project to develop a long-term engineering solution to the 
problem. The solution is to widen the highway to create a divided facility with a 
depressed median to reduce crossover collisions.  
You also wanted to know what current features do not meet design standards. The 
curve radii in the area is substandard.  
Please call or email if you have additional questions. Anne Brooks, P.E., Public 
Involvement Specialist  

The following feedback was submitted on comment sheets received from members of the 
Anchorage Fire Department.   

Prompt: Does the current design meet your expectations for this important safety project? 

• Yes. There needs to be access for water rescue into Turnagain Arm. 

• Yes. I had no expectations. 

• Responding as a member of AFD [Anchorage Fire Department] Dive/Inlet Surface 
Rescue has been a real eye opener. Access to the southern end of Turnagain Arm is 
limited at best and at worst non-existent. I applaud the infrastructure improvements to the 
roadway at Windy Corner. The necessity of providing increased level of infrastructure, to 
safely handle an increased number of people safer, is essential. Increased numbers of 
people mean increased calls for aid from public police/fire/rescue/ems services. Please 
keep these response agencies’ needs in mind with regards to plans. Access should entail a 
genuine access to Turnagain Arm that will allow for timely response. 

• Yes. As a first responder with AFD and the water rescue team – I am encouraged to see 
several key features to this design. The divided highway with traffic flow lanes and 
dedicated parking are long over due safety features. The emergency access will also 
benefit our water rescue team immensely. Thank you. 

• Yes. As a first responder on the inlet response team for 20 years we have had no 
legitimate access to Turnagain Arm. This will speed up our response and make it 
considerably safer. 

• Yes. I work with AFD Station 4. Having an emergency boat ramp at that location is a 
great idea to save time on response. This is extremely important with the increase in 
water usage (recreational) in Turnagain Arm. 



Seward Highway: MP 105-107 Windy Corner – February 4, 2015 Anchorage Transportation Fair Notes 
 

Page 4 of 6 

• Yes. As an emergency responder the emergency access to launch watercraft and light 
boats is very important to me. The 14 foot by 8 foot high (minimum) tunnel under the 
railroad tracks will greatly expedite our response for the growing number of kite surfers. 
Widening and dividing the highway will also reduce the number of accidents. 

• As an emergency responder with the AFD dive team it is important to me that an 
emergency access to the water goes through. Currently we have no point of access and 
many times have needed one. This will greatly reduce out response time. As cold water 
recreational activities are greatly increasing in the arm the importance we have access to 
the water grows every year. 

• Yes. As a responder on the AFD dive team, the emergency access to the water on the 
Turnagain Arm will be a lifesaver. We currently have no such access between Anchorage 
and Girdwood, so having a way to launch here will be a huge time saver on responses 
where time can mean everything to victims in the water. Thanks! 

• Yes. Presently recreational users are forced to illegally cross the railroad tracks. The 
Turnagain Arm is being used by recreational users more frequently. The fire department 
has no access to the Arm for their heavy rescue vessels in time of emergency response. 

• Yes. Much needed emergency access for safety of continually increasing number of 
water sport recreators. 

• Yes. Access for water rescue is needed for both high and low tides in Turnagain Arm. 

Comment Sheet Survey. The comment sheet asked commenters to rank amenities. The 
comment sheet prompt stated: “The design may include amenities for viewing wildlife, access to 
trails, parking, etc. Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) and 
Alaska Department of Natural Resources (ADNR) may not obtain sufficient funds to operate and 
maintain all these features. Please rank these features in order of importance to you.” The 
following is a compilation of the responses. 

Feature 

Most 
Important 

1 

Somewhat 
Important 

2 
Neutral 

3 

Less 
Important 

4 

Least 
Important 

5 

Emergency/Search and Rescue Water 
Access 

✔✔✔✔✔
✔✔✔✔✔
✔✔✔✔✔ ✔    

Non-motorized Public Access to 
Turnagain Arm ✔✔ 

✔✔✔✔✔
✔✔✔ ✔✔✔ ✔ ✔✔ 

Parking  ✔✔ 
✔✔✔✔✔
✔✔✔ 

✔✔✔
✔  ✔ 

Parking for oversize vehicles ✔✔ 
✔✔✔✔✔

✔ ✔✔✔ ✔✔✔✔ ✔ 

Restrooms ✔✔ 
✔✔✔✔✔
✔✔✔ ✔✔✔ ✔ ✔✔ 

Trailhead access to Turnagain Arm Trail ✔ 
✔✔✔✔✔
✔✔✔ ✔ ✔✔ ✔✔✔✔ 

Other (add your own):       
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Table 1. Meeting Outreach 
Date Outreach method Description 

01/06/2015 Project website Meeting notice posted on the project 
website 

01/06/2015 DOT&PF Online Calendar Inviting the public to the event 
01/07/2015 
01/29/2015 
 

Constant Contact email and reminder Provide email invitation to project 
stakeholders 

01/08/2015 
01/15/2015 
01/21/2015 

What’s Up Listserve Announcement inviting the public to 
the event 

01/13/2015 Community calendar A request was sent to the Alaska 
Dispatch News to post the event on 
the online calendar 

01/13/2015 Notice request sent to all community 
councils 

Notice of event to be sent to 
community council memberships 

01/15/2015 Transit Times newsletter with event 
notice, sent to 350 subscribers 

Inviting the public to the event 

01/15/2015 Alaska Mobility Coalition E 
Newsletter 

Included an event notice 

01/16/2015 State of Alaska Online Notice Inviting the public to the event 
01/21/2015 GovDelivery Inviting the public to the event 
01/21/2015 Facebook and Twitter update on 

DOT&PF’s page 
Inviting the public to the event 

01/21/2015 Press release Included information about the event 
01/23/2015 Alaska Dispatch News display ad Inviting the public to the event 
01/22/2015 
01/29/2015 

Anchorage Press display ad Inviting the public to the event 

01/22/2015 Chugiak-Eagle River Star display ad Inviting the public to the event 
01/23/2015 Facebook ad Inviting the public to the event 
01/26/2015 Alaska Dispatch News online ad Inviting the public to the event 
01/29/2015 Notice sent to all registered Alaska 

Disadvantaged Business Enterprise 
(DBE)  

Inviting the public to the event 

02/02/2015 Alaska Dispatch News article Article described the event and 
provided event details. Also included 
in list of Meetings and Seminars in 
the Anchorage area 

02/04/2015 Alaska Dispatch News published 
event info in Events Calendar 

Notice of event 

02/05/2015 Alaska Dispatch News published 
event photo  

Follow up coverage of event 
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Related documents on file: 
Sign-in Sheets 
Fact Sheet 
Comment Sheet 
Aerial Photos with Concepts 
Mailing List 
Display Advertising  


