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1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 General

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF), in
cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is initiating the Seward
Highway mileposts (MP) 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project, which
would realign and construct safety improvements (Figure 1).

Figure 1: Project Location and Vicinity Map

The Seward Highway is a National and State Scenic Byway and an All-American Road,
and it provides the only overland access to communities south of Anchorage (e.g.,
Girdwood, Seward, Kenai Peninsula) and the Alaska Marine Highway System, which
stops at Whittier, Seward, and Homer. The highway supports heavy commercial,
recreational, and residential traffic. Annual average daily traffic volumes within the
corridor were estimated to be 8,354 vehicles in 2019 (DOT&PF 2021a) with the heaviest
traffic volumes exceeding 22,000 vehicles per day during peak summer weekends. The
highway segment from Anchorage to Girdwood is one of four DOT&PF designated
Safety Corridors (DOT&PF 2021b) in Alaska due to the elevated rate of fatal and major
injury crashes in the corridor.
Traffic operations between MP 105 and MP 109.5 are frequently disrupted by motorists
decelerating to park at one of nine pull-offs, six turnouts, or along the highway shoulder
to view wildlife, Turnagain Arm, or access Chugach State Park (CSP). Decelerating
traffic creates a high differential in speeds between motorists traveling through the
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corridor quickly and those that are recreating or sightseeing. This speed differential,
combined with the uncontrolled movement of traffic entering and exiting the highway,
contributes to the elevated crash rate in the corridor (DOT&PF 2018).
Scoping is used to gather information from the interested public and agencies with
jurisdiction over potentially affected resources within the proposed project area. This
report summarizes the public and agency scoping process for this project and
documents key issues from comments received.

1.2 Project History

Efforts to improve safety along the Seward Highway between Girdwood and Anchorage
began in the early 2000s. A Categorical Exclusion prepared for Project Z566310000
(Seward Highway Safety Improvements, Indian to Potter Marsh, MP 105-MP 115) was
approved in 2004 and reevaluated as part of a smaller Seward Highway MP 105-107,
Windy Corner project (“Windy Corner”), which kicked-off in 2013. As a result of public
feedback and consultation with FHWA, the Windy Corner project’s Class of Action was
revised to an Environmental Assessment (EA) in 2017.
Prior agency outreach and public involvement efforts were conducted in accordance
with the National Environmental Policy Act requirements to produce a Draft EA for the
Windy Corner project, which was completed in March 2020. After reviewing public
comments, DOT&PF extended the project 2.5 miles between Windy Corner and
Rainbow Point to address commentor’s concerns. Public and agency scoping for the
expanded project (Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point)
commenced in spring 2021 as part of the development of the new environmental
analyses and document.
Key project changes include:
•

Extending the project further north to Rainbow Point for a more expansive safety
improvement corridor

•

Evaluating the feasibility of obtaining materials for the project from the new road
realignment to reduce impacts to CSP. The March 2020 Draft EA proposed
obtaining material from separate material locations within CSP at MP 104 and
MP 109

•

Consideration of a separated multi-use pathway connecting the Windy Corner
and Rainbow trailheads
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2.0 PROJECT TEAM
2.1 DOT&PF Project Team
•

Tom Schmid, P.E., Project Manager

•

Carol Roadifer, P.E., Project Engineer

•

Bob Effinger, Environmental Analyst

2.2 DOWL Project Team
•

Steve Noble, P.E., PTOE, Project Manager

•

Aaron Christie, P.E., PMP, Project Engineer

•

Adam Morrill, Environmental Specialist

•

Katie Conway, Public Involvement

•

Renee Whitesell, PTP, Public Involvement
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3.0 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PLAN SUMMARY
A public involvement plan was created detailing the proposed methods for
communicating with agencies, organizations, and the public for the rescoped project.
The objective of the public involvement plan was to work directly with the interested
public and other stakeholders to communicate the goals of the project and gather input.
Methods to communicate and gather input included:
•

Identifying stakeholders

•

Hosting public and agency scoping meetings

•

Disseminating information through mailings, public notice, media, and online
o Electronic newsletters sent by email through Constant Contact
o Legal display advertisements in the Anchorage Daily News
o State of Alaska online public notice website
o Routine communications through project email: windycorner@dowl.com
o Girdwood Board of Supervisors, Turnagain Arm Community Council, and
other interest group updates
o Project website: www.windycorner.info

3.1.1 Identification of Stakeholders
A project-specific stakeholder database was developed for the project that includes
postal mailing addresses and email addresses. The postal mailing list includes
agencies, public officials, residents, property owners, businesses, and others within the
zip codes 99587 (Girdwood) and 99540 (Rainbow and Indian). The email list was
developed as another mechanism to maintain contact with stakeholders and to deliver
project updates, meeting notices, and other project announcements.
Both the postal mailing and email lists will be continually updated throughout the project.
3.1.2 Public Scoping Meeting
To inform stakeholders and the public of the public scoping meeting, outreach included:
•

Placing a newspaper advertisement in the Anchorage Daily News, which
circulates throughout Southcentral Alaska

•

Posting the information to the project website

•

Mailing postcards to stakeholders on the postal mailing list

•

Emailing the meeting notice to stakeholders on the email list

•

Posting a notice on the State of Alaska Online Public Notice website
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Public outreach materials are in Appendix A.1, Public Outreach Materials.
3.1.3 Project Website
A project website – www.windycorner.info – was refreshed with new content to highlight
the expanded project scope and to provide stakeholders with project information. The
website will be maintained with project background information, a current schedule,
meeting information, project documents, and contact information for the project team. A
copy of the website content is attached as Appendix A.2, Project Website (June 2021).
3.1.4 Project Email Address
A project email address – windycorner@dowl.com – was created for the purpose of
streamlining and easily documenting communication from stakeholders and the public
to the project team. The email address is linked to a distribution list that includes
members of the DOT&PF and DOWL project team. This email address will be included
on all outreach materials, including the project fact sheet, public meeting presentation
materials, and other mailings.
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4.0 2021 SCOPING EFFORT
Due to the expanded scope of the project, agency and public scoping was reinitiated in
Spring 2021, as part of the process to complete additional environmental analyses and
develop a new environmental document.

4.1 Public Participation

The virtual public meeting notice was published in the local newspaper, the Anchorage
Daily News. Further public outreach included publishing the meeting notice on the
project website, posting the notice on the State of Alaska Online Public Notice website,
sending postcards to the project’s postal mailing list, and posting meeting information on
DOT&PF’s Facebook page.
4.1.1 Public Scoping Meeting
A virtual public meeting was held on June 15, 2021 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. At 5:30
p.m., project staff started the meeting with a brief welcome and then played a 15-minute
prerecorded presentation video. The presentation, which is available on the project
website as a video and as an annotated PDF in Appendix A.1 Public Outreach
Materials, includes the following:
•

Meeting purpose

•

Project purpose

•

Project history and changes

•

Potential improvements

•

Existing conditions

•

Project concerns heard from prior public involvement activities

•

Concepts being considered

•

Project schedule

After the presentation, the project team took comments and addressed questions from
participants until the meeting concluded at 7:00 p.m. Public input was documented and
incorporated into meeting notes, included in Appendix A.3 Public Comments. Individuals
requesting further information provided their contact information for follow up
communication.
General question and comment topics included:
•

Support for the project

•

Design speed determination

•

Separated bike/pedestrian pathway
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Crash data

•

Impacts to private properties near Rainbow Point

•

Impacts to beluga whales

•

Safe access to recreation areas
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4.1.2 Summary of Public Comments
Comments have been received by mail, public meeting, telephone, email, and project
website. A summary of issues raised by the public is provided below. Public comments
received from May 5, 2021 at 4:34 pm through July 15, 2021 at 11:59 pm (Alaska
standard time) are included in Appendix A.3, Public Comments.
Common issues include:
•

Safety
o Separation of modes of travel (i.e., include a separated pathway)
o Access to recreation areas (i.e., CSP, Turnagain Arm)
o Access to private properties (i.e., Rainbow Valley Road)
o Crash data analysis

•



Age of crash data



Use of crash data prior to Traffic Safety Corridor Designation

Project Design
o Consider using 55-mile-per-hour (mph) for design speed
o Support for using new highway right-of-way (ROW) to obtain material for
project
o Consider adding turn lane at Rainbow Valley Road/Rainbow trailhead
o Consider temporary measures to improve safety (i.e., sign area for slower
speed, flashing lights warning of curves)
o Consider using alternate safety measures (i.e., sign area for slower speed,
flashing lights warning of curves) in lieu of the project
o Reclamation of disturbed areas
o Provide emergency access to Turnagain Arm
o Evaluate impacts to private properties from construction activities (i.e.,
dust, noise)
o Consider long-term impacts to private properties from project (i.e., loss of
area at end of driveway and Rainbow Valley Road, moving highway closer
to residences)
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Recreation
o Inclusion of separated non-motorized pathway


Safety and health benefits



Consideration of appropriate termini (i.e., Indian Road, Falls Creek
Trailhead, Beluga Point)



Consider economic/tourism effects of constructing a separated nonmotorized pathway

o Improvements at trailheads
o Access to Turnagain Arm
o Do not use CSP as a material source
o Consider if the post-project views are appropriate for a scenic by-way
•

Wildlife
o Avoid sheep habitat
o Evaluate impacts to Beluga whale habitat (i.e., impacts to shoreline
eddies)

4.2 Agency Participation

Resource agencies received a meeting invite for the agency scoping meeting to be held
on June 8, 2021 and a notification of the virtual public meeting to be held on June 15,
2021.
4.2.1 Agency Scoping Letters
The agency scoping letter (sent May 21, 2021) contained a summary of the project
history, key changes resulting from the project extension, updates to the project
corridor, project purpose and need, proposed project description, and preliminary
environmental research. The agency scoping letter was sent to seventeen federal,
state, and local agencies requesting feedback on the DOT&PF provided preliminary
resource information and potential environmental impacts to resources under their
agency’s jurisdiction by June 21, 2021.
4.2.2 Agency Scoping Meeting
An agency scoping meeting was held via Microsoft Teams on June 8, 2021 from
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. The meeting provided the project team an opportunity to update
agency staff on project changes, including the recently expanded project.
Representatives from nine agencies attended the scoping meeting and were provided
an opportunity to ask questions and provide initial feedback. The agency scoping
letters, and meeting materials are located within Appendix B.1, Agency Scoping
Letter/Outreach and Appendix B.2, Agency Scoping Meeting Materials.
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Topics covered within the presentation included:
•

Overview of the project purpose and need

•

Project history

•

Existing resources that may be affected

•

Design concepts under consideration

•

Project schedule

4.2.3 Summary of Agency Comments
Agency comments were provided at the agency scoping meeting and/or as an
email/letter response. Detailed agency comments are located within Appendix B.3,
Agency Comments.
Summary of comments received by each agency:
Environmental Protection Agency
•

None received

Alaska Department of Commerce, Community, and Economic Development
•

Assume the project will need to consult with the Municipality of Anchorage
regarding floodplain management

Alaska Department of Fish and Game
•

There are little freshwater resources in the area

•

Focus would be on terrestrial wildlife, since National Marine Fisheries Services
previously issued a biological opinion for the Windy Corner project

Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
•

The proposed project is not located within a non-attainment or maintenance area
for air quality. The project does not require a conformity analysis

•

If disposal of organic debris would be through open burning, DOT&PF would
have to use “reasonable procedures to minimize adverse environmental effects
and limit the amount of smoke generated”, and obtain required permits

•

Construction activities should follow 18 AAC 50.045(d) to prevent particulate
matter from being emitted into the ambient air

National Marine Fisheries Service
•

None received
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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
•

None received

Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
Parks
•

Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation will coordinate with other agencies
within DNR to evaluate grants of rights-of-way of CSP land

•

CSP Management Plan includes recommendations of facilities to be improved
and developed in the project vicinity. DNR will work with DOT&PF to ensure
highway improvements are consistent with the CSP Management Plan. Detailed
comments pertaining to:
o Rainbow Point facilities scenic overlook and recreation site
o Windy Corner facilities wildlife viewing area
o Trailhead improvements at Rainbow Point and Windy Corner

•

Request inclusion of:
o Separated non-motorized pathway
o Dedicated access to Turnagain Arm for sightseers, surfers, kiteboarders,
and emergency responders with a safe route across the Alaska Railroad
tracks

•

Recommends the project use materials from within the new or existing ROW or
from outside the CSP

Realty/Survey
•

Identified three properties which may require ROW authorization:
o A-29885 Chugach Electric Association, Incorporated utility easement
o A 44 LD 513/AA-953 – DNR is coordinating with U.S. Forest Service for
the correct federal appropriation number for a ROW for a U.S. Forest
Service radio facility
o USS 2891 – The Bureau of Land Management has patented land to a
private owner. No relevant federal restrictions or ROWs associated with
this patented land could impact the project

Division of Mining, Land and Water
•

Mining: No concerns or issues

•

Water: Water rights associated with two residential lots near Rainbow Point
(LAS 1569 and LAS 1635)

State Historic Preservation Office
•

There may be a need for additional resource identification based on the known
resources in the area and the new expanded project extents
Page 10

Seward Highway MP 105 to 109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point
Scoping Summary Report

August 2021

Water Rights
•

There may be water right’s owners near the Rainbow Valley Road

Drinking Water
•

There are no known public water systems in the extended project area

Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC)
•

Trespass across railroad ROW to access Turnagain Arm is a known hazard

•

Employ a progressive approach to safety along the project by providing
meaningful separation between ARRC’s tracks and public use areas
o Provide a grade separated access between parking areas
o Provide safe places for public to stop
o Provide full separation (i.e., vertical) between ARRC tracks and public use
areas

•

Supports Concept 2 which relocates both the railroad and the highway near MP
109 to eliminate sharp curves
o Provides opportunity for viewing area with meaningful separation from
ARRC tracks and access to Turnagain Arm (i.e., grade separated
pedestrian crossing)
o Provides a joint corridor for highway and railroad, minimizing impacts to
CSP and park users
o Design curves for tracks to maintain 45 mph speeds

•

Avoid ROW conflicts with DOT&PF
o Recommend replacing the aging steel retaining wall that separates the
highway and railroad tracks within project limits
o Offset replaced or new retaining wall structures to accommodate addition
of a second track
o Extend Rainbow siding

4.3 Key Issues to be Addressed in the Environmental Document
Based on comments received from the public and responses from agencies the
following is a summary of key issues regarding project elements to be evaluated in
the environmental document:
•

Safety
o Include separated non-motorized pathway to promote safety for the
traveling public
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o Other safety considerations:


Addition of turn lanes



Design speed



Access to CSP (i.e., trailheads)



Access to Turnagain Arm

o Educate public regarding purpose and limitations of Traffic Safety
Corridor designations (i.e., short-term strategies vs. long-term strategies)
•

Project Design
o Balance material needs of the project within the new or existing ROW
o Provide safe access to and from the highway for:


CSP use (i.e., trailheads)



Turnagain Arm

o Evaluate need for turn lanes at:


Rainbow Valley Road



Rainbow trailhead



Windy Corner trailhead

o Include evaluation of potential impacts to private water rights
o Include evaluation of potential impacts to private residences in Rainbow
Valley Homeowner’s Association and adjacent to the highway
o Identify cultural resources within the expanded project area and complete
Section 106 consultation
o Minimize impacts to railroad, but where railroad realignment is needed
design for a 45-mph design speed
o Minimize fill in waters of the U.S., as required by Section 404 regulations
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Recreation
o Include separated non-motorized pathway to provide recreation and
promote economic/tourism opportunities
o Improve CSP facilities at Windy Corner and Rainbow Point (to be
coordinated with DNR)


Improve trailheads as necessary (i.e., safe access and adequate
capacity)



Evaluate inclusion of dedicated access to Turnagain Arm with safe
access across the Alaska Railroad tracks at both Windy Corner
and Rainbow Point



Consider recreational facilities at both Windy Corner and Rainbow
Point



Consider potential impacts to Turnagain Arm Trail/trail system

o Conformance with CSP Management Plan
•

Wildlife
o Consult with National Marine Fisheries Service regarding potential Beluga
whale impacts, particularly feeding in eddies
o Consult with Alaska Department of Fish and Game to minimize impacts to
sheep habitat

•

Construction
o Evaluate construction impacts (i.e., noise, dust, blasting) to Rainbow
Valley residents
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Notice of Virtual Public Meeting: Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point - Alaska Online Public Notices

Notice of Virtual Public Meeting: Seward Highway MP
105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point
The project formerly known as Seward Highway: MP 105-107 Windy Corner is now Seward Highway MP 105109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point.
The Department of Transportation and Public Facilities invites you to a Virtual Open House Public Meeting for a
project update, including recent changes and next steps, and Q&A session.
Virtual Open House Public Meeting
Tuesday, June 15, 2021
5:30 pm to 7:00 pm
Meeting link: www.zoom.com
Meeting ID: 971 5237 4606
Meeting Passcode: 657260
The project team looks forward to meeting with you and answering your questions about the project. You may
access the Zoom meeting from your computer, tablet, or smart phone at www.zoom.com and entering the above
referenced Meeting ID and Passcode. You can also participate by phone by dialing 1 (346) 248-7799 and
entering the above referenced Meeting ID and passcode when prompted.
A direct link to the meeting and additional project information is available on the website:
www.windycorner.info.
While this meeting does not have a formal public comment period, the project team would like to hear from
stakeholders and appreciates comments received before July 15, 2021.
If you have questions, comments, or would like to speak with a member of the project team, please email
windycorner@dowl.com.
Project activities, such as roadway and railroad realignments and incidental drainage work, may result in
longitudinal encroachments into base floodplains adjoining Turnagain Arm and roadside ditches as well as a
crossing encroachment into the base floodplain adjoining Rainbow Creek. The project is located on Federal
Emergency Management Agency Flood Insurance Rate Map panels 0200051500D, 0200051475D, and
020051200D. Base floodplain encroachments are anticipated to be minor, with no net changes to the base
flood elevations, therefore they would not result in significant encroachments as defined in 23CFR 650.105(q)
and USDOT Order 5650.2(4)(p).
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for
this project are being, or have been, carried out by DOT&PF pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of
Understanding dated November 3, 2017, and executed by FHWA and DOT&PF.
The Alaska DOT&PF operates without regard to race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability regardless of
the funding source, including Federal Transit Administration, Federal Aviation Administration, Federal Highway
Administration, and state funds. Full Title VI Nondiscrimination Policy: dot.alaska.gov/tvi_statement.shtml. To
file a complaint, go to: dot.alaska.gov/cvlrts/titlevi.shtml. For individuals requiring TTY communications, please
contact Alaska Relay 711 or 1-800-676-3777.
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June 15, 2021

Alaska Department of
Transportation & Public Facilities
Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point
Virtual Open House Public Meeting
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental
laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by DOT&PF pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a
Memorandum of Understanding dated November 3, 2017, and executed by FHWA and DOT&PF.
Our mission is to Keep Alaska Moving through service and infrastructure.

Welcome to the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities virtual open house for the Seward
Highway Milepost 105 to 109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project.
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PROJECT TEAM

Department of Transportation
& Public Facilities

DOWL Consultant Team

Tom Schmid, PE

Project Manager

Carol Roadifer, PE

Project Engineer

Bob Effinger

Environmental Specialist

Project Manager
Project Engineer

Environmental Analyst

Steve Noble, PE, PTOE
Aaron Christie, PE
Adam Morrill

Katie Conway

Public Involvement

Renee Whitesell, PTP

Public Involvement

This project is being carried out by the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities with assistance from
the DOWL consultant team.
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THIS PUBLIC MEETING WILL

Inform the public of the project’s status and recent changes since publication of the Draft
Environmental Assessment (2020)
Outline key changes to the project since its extension from Milepost 105-107 to 105-109.5
– Windy Corner to Rainbow Point
Describe project concepts so the public can determine how they may be affected
Provide the public an opportunity to comment
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The objective of this public meeting is to provide you with a project update, including recent changes
extending the project area, describe a range of design concepts being developed and analyzed, and provide an
opportunity for you to make comments and speak with the project team.
Following this presentation, you will have an opportunity to ask questions and make comments on the project.
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PROJECT PURPOSE

 Decrease high-severity crashes
 Improve traffic operations to alleviate traffic congestion
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DOT&PF is proposing to construct safety improvements along the Seward Highway between Windy Corner and
Rainbow Point, from milepost 105 to 109.5. In the project area, the Seward Highway traverses Chugach State
Park and is recognized as an Alaska Scenic Byway, National Scenic Byway, and All-American Road known for
impressive scenic views, wildlife, and recreation access. This stretch of the highway is part of a DOT&PF
designated Safety Corridor, which covers milepost 87 to 117, due to a history of high-severity crashes.
DOT&PF has initiated and/or completed multiple projects within this designated Safety Corridor. Windy Corner
and Rainbow Point are two known areas where highway alignment does not meet current design standards for
this type of highway. In addition to the high crash rate history in this area, concerns over public safety from
traffic slowing or stopping to view wildlife or scenery, or to access Chugach State Park, contributed to
DOT&PF’s decision to undertake highway safety improvements along this stretch of the road.
The purpose of this project is to:
One: implement safety upgrades to decrease high-severity crashes and
Two: improve traffic operations to alleviate traffic congestion.
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PROJECT HISTORY & CHANGES

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)


NEPA requirements guide the analysis and development of highway improvements



Impacts are identified, analysis is conducted and then compiled into an environmental document



The public is given the opportunity to review and comment on the environmental document

The process for selecting highway improvements is described in the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA. The process includes performing an analysis of the project impacts to the
surrounding natural and human environment. This analysis is compiled into an environmental document.
The purpose of the environmental document is to determine if the project would result in significant
environmental impacts. When the environmental document has been approved, the project development will
continue to right-of-way activities, final design and then construction.
Providing opportunities to inform and hear from the public is an important aspect of that process.
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PROJECT HISTORY & CHANGES

Efforts to improve safety along the Seward Highway between Girdwood and Anchorage began in the early
2000s. This stretch of highway is well known for difficult driving conditions inherent to a narrow, winding
highway located between the mountains of Chugach State Park and Turnagain Arm.
This project has evolved and been informed from the two previously produced environmental documents,
agency scoping, and public involvement completed through the NEPA process.
The first environmental document – a Categorical Exclusion – was prepared for a project called “Seward
Highway Safety Improvements, Indian to Potter Marsh, Milepost 105 to Milepost 115.” The Categorical
Exclusion was approved in 2004 and reevaluated as a part of the smaller, Seward Highway: Milepost 105 to
107, Windy Corner project, which commenced in 2012.
As a result of public feedback and in consultation with the Federal Highway Administration, the environmental
document type was changed in 2017 to an Environmental Assessment (or “EA”), which is a more detailed
analysis than a Categorical Exclusion.
Agency scoping and public involvement were conducted in compliance with NEPA, during development of the
Draft EA for the Seward Highway: Windy Corner Milepost 105 to 107 project, which was completed and
released for public and agency review in March 2020. The Draft EA was presented to the public at an open
forum public hearing in July 2020.
After reviewing public comments made in response to the 2020 Draft Environmental Assessment, DOT&PF
extended the project north two and a half miles from Windy Corner to Rainbow Point to address noted
concerns. Public and agency scoping commenced in spring of 2021 for the revised and renamed project,
Seward Highway Milepost 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point.
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POTENTIAL IMPROVEMENTS

1. Realigning the highway to flatten curves at two locations with historically high rates of high severity crashes
2. Adding auxiliary lanes
3. Constructing turnouts, new recreational facilities, improved access to Chugach State Park facilities, and
parking areas
4. Providing rockfall catchment areas
5. Realigning segments of the Alaska Railroad tracks
6. Potentially constructing a separated non-motorized pathway between Windy Corner and Rainbow trailheads
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Potential improvements to meet project objectives include:
• Realigning the highway to flatten curves at Windy Corner and Rainbow point; these are two locations with
historically high rates of fatal and major injury crashes.
• Adding auxiliary lanes for accelerating, decelerating, and turning traffic.
• Constructing turnouts, new recreational facilities, improved access to existing Chugach State Park facilities,
and parking areas throughout the project corridor.
• Providing rockfall catchment areas.
• Realigning segments of the Alaska Railroad Corporation’s tracks, as needed, and
• Consideration of a separated non-motorized pathway between the Windy Corner and Rainbow trailheads
to the popular Turnagain Arm Trail.

7

EXISTING HIGHWAY

8 of 17

More than 8,000 vehicles use the Seward Highway on a typical day. In the summer, the daily vehicle count can
be nearly three times higher.
The highway curves in the project area do not meet current design standards for this type of highway: they are
too sharp and spaced too closely.
Traffic includes a mix of vehicles traveling at varying speeds, including:
• Commuters
• Freight and Industry
• Recreationalists, and
• People stopping to view wildlife and scenery
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WHAT WE HAVE HEARD

Concerns related to:



Trail access, bike trails, and pathways



Highway safety



Use of park lands



Traffic speeds



Impacts to rock climbing routes



Rockslide mitigation



Loss of wildlife habitat



Cost of project and funding



Preservation of natural beauty



Material extraction





Impacts to beluga whales and Dall sheep

Access to Turnagain Arm for recreation
and emergency response
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Throughout the project development process, we’ve heard concerns from stakeholders on a variety of issues,
including:
• Highway safety
• Impacts to wildlife and habitat
• Trails, a pathway, recreation, and Chugach State Park access
• And material extraction from Chugach State Park

9

KEY CHANGES
 Extending project north to
Rainbow Point
 Evaluating feasibility of
obtaining material from
within the new road
alignment
 Considering a separated
multi-use pathway
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Key changes to the recently expanded project made as a result of public feedback include:
• Extending the project further north to Rainbow Point for a more expansive safety improvement corridor.
• Evaluating the feasibility of obtaining materials for the project from the new road realignment to reduce
impacts to Chugach State Park.
• And consideration of a separated multi-use pathway connecting the Windy Corner and Rainbow trailheads.
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ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT

The environmental document for the expanded project will evaluate,
in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), a
range of project alternatives and resources which would be affected
by these alternatives.
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental
laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by DOT&PF pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a
Memorandum of Understanding dated November 3, 2017, and executed by Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) and DOT&PF.
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The initial steps in this recently revised project are to identify highway design concepts that improve the
highway, refine these concepts to develop alternatives for a detailed study, complete an environmental
analysis of the alternatives selected, and prepare an environmental document compiling the environmental
analysis.
In accordance with NEPA, the environmental document for the expanded project will evaluate in detail project
alternatives and the resources which would be affected by the alternatives.
The environmental document and associated actions taken to produce it will be completed by DOT&PF in
accordance with an agreement with the Federal Highway Administration.
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ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT
RESOURCES TO BE EVALUATED


Right-of-way



Visual effects and aesthetics



Social considerations





Local land use/transportation plans

Irreversible and irretrievable
commitment of resources



Cultural resources



Construction impacts



Anadromous or resident fish and
essential fish habitat



Cumulative impacts



Floodplains



Wildlife and birds



Threatened and endangered species



Waterbody involvement and
water quality



Vegetation and invasive species



Bicycle and pedestrian issues



Park land - Sections 4(f) and 6(f)

Potential project activities, such as roadway and
railroad realignments and incidental drainage
work, may result in longitudinal encroachments
into base floodplains adjoining Turnagain Arm and
roadside ditches as well as a crossing encroachment
into the base floodplain adjoining Rainbow Creek.
Base floodplain encroachments are anticipated to
be minor, with no net changes to the base flood
elevations, therefore they would not result in
significant encroachments as defined in 23CFR
650.105(q) and USDOT Order 5650.2(4)(p).

The environmental document will evaluate resources present in the project area. Environmental scoping
activities to date have identified resources likely to be impacted by the project, including:
• Fish and wildlife
• Human environment
• Land use
• Water resources, and
• Floodplains
Highway and railroad realignments and incidental drainage work may result in encroachments into base
floodplains. Floodplain encroachments are anticipated to be minor, with no net changes to the base flood
elevations.
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CONCEPTS CONSIDERED

CONCEPT

DESCRIPTION

No Action

Maintains existing road and rail alignments

1

Improvements within existing right-of-way

2

Shift alignment into Turnagain Arm

3

Shift alignment inland
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The project team is currently considering one no-action alternative and three different design concepts to
meet project objectives.
The no-action alternative maintains the existing road and rail alignments. This is also known as a “no build”
alternative. Its consideration is required by NEPA.
The three design concepts under consideration are:
• A concept that provides for highway improvements within the existing road right-of-way
• A concept that shifts the highway alignment toward and into Turnagain Arm, and
• A concept that shifts the highway alignment inland toward the mountainside.
Based on agency, stakeholder, and public input, variations within each concept may be considered to
eventually develop alternatives for detailed environmental study.
Next, we will briefly take you through the three design concepts.
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CONCEPT 1

Existing Road Alignment

Rainbow Valley Road

Improvements within
Existing Right-of-way

Proposed Road Alignment

Dall Sheep Concentration Area

Existing Railroad Alignment

Chuga ch State Pa rk

Tu r n a g a i n A r m

Concept One provides for highway improvements within the existing road right-of-way.
Advantages of this concept are that:
• It would minimize cuts into the rock face
• It would avoid placement of fill in Turnagain Arm
• And It would not require realignment of the railroad
The primary disadvantage of this concept is that:
• There is insufficient room within the existing right-of-way to make the improvements needed to meet
project objectives
• Cuts in the rock face quickly reach right-of-way limits
• The highway is already at or near the minimum separation distance from the railroad
• And most curves could not be straightened to meet current design standards
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CONCEPT 2

Existing Road Alignment

Proposed Railroad Alignment

Shift Alignment into
Turnagain Arm

Proposed Road Alignment

Rainbow Valley Road

Existing Railroad Alignment

Dall Sheep Concentration Area

Chuga ch State Pa rk

Tu r n a g a i n A r m

Concept Two shifts the road alignment toward and into Turnagain Arm.
Advantages of this concept are that:
• Curves would be straightened at Windy Corner and Rainbow Point,
• Curves would be straightened on the railroad alignment, and
• It would allow for improvements to the Windy Corner and Rainbow Trailheads
Disadvantages of this concept include that:
• It would require placement of fill in Turnagain Arm
• The poor soils and potential for erosion create technical challenges in tidal areas
• It would require realignment of the railroad
• And It would require large quantities of material to construct
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CONCEPT 3

Shift Alignment Inland

Existing Road Alignment

Rainbow Valley Road

Proposed Road Alignment

Dall Sheep Concentration Area

Existing Railroad Alignment

Impacted Residential Area

Chuga ch State Pa rk

Tu r n a g a i n A r m

Concept Three would shift the road alignment inland toward the Chugach State Park mountainside.
Advantages of this concept are that:
• Curves would be straightened at Windy Corner and Rainbow Point,
• And it would not require realigning the railroad
The disadvantages of this concept are:
• That it would have high impacts to the iconic Dall Sheep habitat
• It would have impacts to private property at Rainbow Point
• It would have impacts to Turnagain Arm trailheads at Windy Corner and Rainbow, and
• It would generate excess material
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PROJECT SCHEDULE
& NEXT STEPS

TAS K

#1. Environmental Document Initiated
#2. Public and Agency Involvement

D AT E

Spring 2021
Ongoing

#3. Environmental Document and Preliminary Design

2020 – 2022

#4. Right-of-Way

2023 – 2024

#5. Final Design

2023 – 2024

#6. Anticipated Construction

2024 – 2027
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The project team is currently working on refinement of the various concepts into alternatives for a detailed
study of environmental impacts. Environmental impacts will then be presented in the environmental
document.
Before finalizing the environmental document, it will be made available to the public in draft form, DOT&PF
will hold a public hearing, and there will be a formal public comment period. We expect this phase to conclude
in 2022.
Following this phase, work will begin on right-of-way activities, and then final design, which will be followed by
construction.
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Thank You
Questions or Comments?
•
•
•
•

Project Website: www.windycorner.info
Mail: Katie Conway, Public Involvement, DOWL, 4041 B Street,
Anchorage, AK 99503
Email: windycorner@dowl.com
Phone: 907.562.2000

While this meeting does not have a formal public comment period, the project team would
like to hear from stakeholders and appreciates comments received before July 15, 2021.
The Alaska DOT&PF operates without regard to race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability regardless of the funding source,
including Federal Transit Administration, Federal Aviation Administration, Federal Highway Administration, and state funds. Full Title VI
Nondiscrimination Policy: dot.alaska.gov/tvi_statement.shtml. To file a complaint, go to: dot.alaska.gov/cvlrts/titlevi.shtml. For
individuals requiring TTY communications, please contact Alaska Relay 711 or 1-800-676-3777.
18

That concludes our presentation.
Stay informed by visiting www.windycorner.info
Submit questions or comments to windycorner@dowl.com; by mail to the address on your screen, or by
phone to 907.562.2000.
Finally, while this public meeting does not have a formal public comment period, the project team would like
to hear from you and appreciates comments received before July 15, 2021.
Thank you.
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A.2: PROJECT WEBSITE (JUNE 2021)

A.3: PUBLIC COMMENTS

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Wednesday, May 26, 2021 11:54 AM
Gina Stevens
FW: 2021 Summer Project

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Katie Conway
Sent: Tuesday, May 25, 2021 3:53 PM
To: Ryan Bish <bish1996@gmail.com>
Cc: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: RE: 2021 Summer Project
Hi Ryan,
Thank you for your comment and your interest in this project. I hope you will join us for the virtual open house public
meeting on June 15. Here are the details:

Virtual Open House Public Meeting
5:30 – 7:00 PM
Please join us for a virtual open house public meeting to hear updates on the project and
speak with the project team. Public comments will be taken.
Click here for a direct link to the meeting or join via www.zoom.com using:
Meeting ID: 971 5237 4606
Passcode: 657260
Or via phone:
1 346 248 7799
Meeting materials will be posted to the project website by 5:00 PM on June 11:
http://www.windycorner.info/meetings.html.
Thank you,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Ryan Bish <bish1996@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 25, 2021 1:58 PM
1

To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] 2021 Summer Project

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

The Windy corner project on the Seward Highway MUST include the extension of the Girdwood to Indian Segregated
Bike Path from Indian to at least Beluga Point.
Thank you very much,
Take care,
Ryan Bish
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Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Wednesday, May 26, 2021 11:53 AM
Gina Stevens
FW: Windy Corner

For documenting in comment log.
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Katie Conway <kconway@dowl.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2021 11:13 AM
To: Sam Weatherby <samwe@samwe.com>
Cc: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: RE: Windy Corner
Hi Sam,
Thank you for your comment and your interest in this project. I hope you will join us for the virtual open house public
meeting on June 15. Here are the details:
Virtual Open House Public Meeting
5:30 – 7:00 PM
Please join us for a virtual open house public meeting to hear updates on the project and speak with the project
team. Public comments will be taken.
Click here for a direct link to the meeting or join via www.zoom.com using:
Meeting ID: 971 5237 4606
Passcode: 657260
Or via phone:
1 346 248 7799
Meeting materials will be posted to the project website by 5:00 PM on June 11:
http://www.windycorner.info/meetings.html.
Thank you,
Katie

-----Original Message----From: Sam Weatherby <samwe@samwe.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2021 9:30 AM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

The Windy corner project on the Seward Highway MUST include the extension of the Girdwood
to Indian Segregated Bike Path from Indian to at least Beluga Point.
1

Thanks.

2

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Wednesday, May 26, 2021 11:53 AM
Gina Stevens
FW: Windy Corner Bike Path

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Katie Conway <kconway@dowl.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2021 11:12 AM
To: Anna von Wendorff <anna.vonwendorff@gmail.com>
Cc: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: RE: Windy Corner Bike Path
Hi Anna,
Thank you for your comment and your interest in this project. I hope you will join us for the virtual open house public
meeting on June 15. Here are the details:
Virtual Open House Public Meeting
5:30 – 7:00 PM
Please join us for a virtual open house public meeting to hear updates on the project and speak with the project
team. Public comments will be taken.
Click here for a direct link to the meeting or join via www.zoom.com using:
Meeting ID: 971 5237 4606
Passcode: 657260
Or via phone:
1 346 248 7799
Meeting materials will be posted to the project website by 5:00 PM on June 11:
http://www.windycorner.info/meetings.html.
Thank you,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Anna von Wendorff <anna.vonwendorff@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 25, 2021 4:24 PM
1

To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Bike Path

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Hello,
I live in Anchorage and would like to request that the Windy corner project on the Seward Highway include the
extension of the Girdwood to Indian Creek Segregated Bike Path from Indian to at least Beluga Point.
I think it is important for bicycle safety. Thank you.
Anna
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Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Tuesday, June 1, 2021 3:15 PM
Gina Stevens
FW: Windy Corner Comment

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Katie Conway <kconway@dowl.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 11:15 AM
To: meganrubenaholland@gmail.com
Cc: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: RE: Windy Corner Comment
Megan,
Thank you for your comment and your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point
project. I hope you will join us for the virtual open house public meeting on June 15. Here are the details:
Virtual Open House Public Meeting
5:30 – 7:00 PM
Please join us for a virtual open house public meeting to hear updates on the project and speak with the project
team. Public comments will be taken.
Click here for a direct link to the meeting or join via www.zoom.com using:
Meeting ID: 971 5237 4606
Passcode: 657260
Or via phone:
1 346 248 7799
Meeting materials will be posted to the project website by 5:00 PM on June 11:
http://www.windycorner.info/meetings.html.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
1

(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Megan

Last Name

Holland

Date

05/29/21

Comment

I am fully in support of this project. 10 years ago a few friends and I got in a
wreck in this section of road. It was a really nasty crash. The EMTs told us
we were lucky to have survived. I'm sure we'd all prefer smart design over
luck! I am so happy to see this effort to make this section of the road more
safe and accessible for pedestrians. Thank you!

Phone Number 9077483949
Email

meganrubenaholland@gmail.com

Address

1627 W 32nd Ave, Apt 506

Changes made by web‐form@smartsheet.com

You are receiving this email because you are subscribed to a workflow "New Comment Workflow" (ID# 8681859476416388) on sheet Comments
Exclude your changes from all notifications | Unsubscribe
Powered by Smartsheet Inc. | Privacy Policy | Report Abuse/Spam
‐‒‒‒—‒‐‐‐‒—‐—‒–‐—‐‐‒
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Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Tuesday, June 1, 2021 3:15 PM
Gina Stevens
FW: [EXT] Include the bike path extension

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Katie Conway <kconway@dowl.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 11:18 AM
To: Alan Smith <mralansmith@gmail.com>
Cc: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: RE: [EXT] Include the bike path extension
Hi Alan,
Thank you for your comment and your interest in this project. I hope you will join us for the virtual open house public
meeting on June 15. Here are the details:
Virtual Open House Public Meeting
5:30 – 7:00 PM
Please join us for a virtual open house public meeting to hear updates on the project and speak with the project
team. Public comments will be taken.
Click here for a direct link to the meeting or join via www.zoom.com using:
Meeting ID: 971 5237 4606
Passcode: 657260
Or via phone:
1 346 248 7799
Meeting materials will be posted to the project website by 5:00 PM on June 11:
http://www.windycorner.info/meetings.html.
Thank you,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
1

(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Alan Smith <mralansmith@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, May 29, 2021 10:49 AM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Include the bike path extension

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

The Windy corner project on the Seward Highway MUST include the extension of the Girdwood to Indian Segregated
Bike Path from Indian to at least Beluga Point.
kind regards,
Alan Smith
99504
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Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Tuesday, June 1, 2021 2:47 PM
Gina Stevens
FW: Virtual Open House | June 15, 2021

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Another email distribution list update – below. Thank you!
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Katie Conway
Sent: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 2:46 PM
To: Glenn Cravez <Glenn@cravezlawak.com>
Cc: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: RE: Virtual Open House | June 15, 2021
Hello Mr. Cravez,
Thank you for your comment and your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point
project. We will update our email distribution list with your new email address.
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: cravez.law.mediation@gci.net <cravez.law.mediation@gci.net>
Sent: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 2:34 PM
To: Katie Conway <kconway@dowl.com>; PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>; Glenn Cravez
<Glenn@cravezlawak.com>
Subject: [EXT] RE: Virtual Open House | June 15, 2021

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Good afternoon, although I can’t make the open house on June 15, I am writing to offer written comment on this
project. I am enthusiastic in encouraging a separated bike path. I’m an avid road bicyclist and tend to avoid many rides
between Indian and Potter due to the high volume of motor vehicle traffic on the Seward Highway. A separated bike
path from Windy Point to Rainbow would alleviate safety concerns for at least portion of this stretch. Eventually I would
1

like to see the separate bike path extended all the way from Indian to Potter’s Marsh. Thank you for the opportunity to
comment. Glenn Cravez.
PS – please note that my email address has changed to glenn@cravezlawak.com.

Law Office of Glenn E. Cravez, Inc.
880 N Street, Suite 203
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
(907) 276‐3370
(907) 274‐8201 (fax)
www.cravezlawmediation.net
From: Windy Corner to Rainbow Point Project Team <windycorner@dowl.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 2:10 PM
To: cravez.law.mediation@gci.net
Subject: Virtual Open House | June 15, 2021
Seward Highway MP 105‐109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point

Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point
Project No. Z566310000/0A31034

2

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE
JUNE 15, 2021 // 5:30 -7 P.M.

www.zoom.com

Teleconference

Meeting Materials

Meeting ID: 971 5237 4606
Passcode: 657260

Call-in: 1-346-248-7799

Available on the project website
by 5:00 PM on Friday, June 11.

The project formerly known as Seward Highway: MP 105-107 Windy Corner is now Seward Highway MP 105109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point. The proposed project is intended to decrease high-severity crashes and
improve traffic operations to alleviate traffic congestion.
In response to public comments on the Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) completed in early 2020, the Alaska
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) expanded the project scope. Key changes include:

 Extending the project further north to Rainbow Point for a more expansive safety improvement
corridor.

 Evaluating the feasibility of obtaining materials for the project from the new road realignment to
reduce impacts to Chugach State Park. The March 2020 Draft EA proposed obtaining material
from separate material locations within the Park at MP 104 and 109.

 Consideration of a separated multi-use pathway connecting the Windy Corner and Rainbow
trailheads.

Additional environmental analysis of the expanded project is beginning in spring 2021 with agency scoping and
public involvement. Please join us for a virtual open house public meeting to hear updates on the project and speak
with the project team. Public comments will be taken.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this
project are being, or have been, carried out by DOT&PF pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and Memorandum of
Understanding dated November 3, 2017, and executed by Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and DOT&PF.
This action complies with: Executive Order (EO) 11593, Protection and Enhancement of Cultural Environment; EO 11988,
Floodplain Management; EO 11990, Protection of Wetlands; EO 12898, Environmental Justice; EO 13007, Indian Sacred Sites;
EO 13045, Protection of Children from Environmental Health Risks and Safety Risks; EO 13175, Consultation and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments; and EO 13112, Invasive Species.
The Alaska DOT&PF operates without regard to race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability regardless of the funding source,
including Federal Transit Administration, Federal Aviation Administration, Federal Highway Administration, and state funds. Full

3

Title VI Nondiscrimination Policy: dot.alaska.gov/tvi_statement.shtml. To file a complaint go to: dot.alaska.gov/cvlrts/titlevi.shtml.
For individuals requiring TTY communications, please contact Alaska Relay 711 or 1.800.676.3777.

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS?
TECHNICAL QUESTIONS

PROJECT EMAIL

Tom Schmid, PE

windycorner@dowl.com

DOT&PF Project Manager
907.269.0543

Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point
Project No. Z566310000/0A31034

Project Website: www.windycorner.info

DOWL | 4041 B Street, Anchorage, AK 99503
Unsubscribe cravez.law.mediation@gci.net
Constant Contact Data Notice
Sent by windycorner@dowl.com powered by

Try email marketing for free today!

Virus-free. www.avg.com
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Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Tuesday, June 1, 2021 3:29 PM
Gina Stevens
FW: Bike Path Needed

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Katie Conway
Sent: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 3:29 PM
To: 'Kelly Lyon' <kelly.jean.lyon@gmail.com>
Cc: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: RE: Bike Path Needed
Hi Kelly,
Thank you for your comment and your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point
project. I hope you will join us for the virtual open house public meeting on June 15. Here are the details:
Virtual Open House Public Meeting
5:30 – 7:00 PM
Please join us for a virtual open house public meeting to hear updates on the project and speak with the project
team. Public comments will be taken.
Click here for a direct link to the meeting or join via www.zoom.com using:
Meeting ID: 971 5237 4606
Passcode: 657260
Or via phone:
1 346 248 7799
Meeting materials will be posted to the project website by 5:00 PM on June 11:
http://www.windycorner.info/meetings.html.
Thank you,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
1

-

dowl.com

From: Kelly Lyon <kelly.jean.lyon@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 11:54 AM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Bike Path Needed

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

The Windy corner project on the Seward Highway please must include the extension of a Bike Path all the way to
Seward. Currently riders are on a very small, gravely shoulder. Going around Beluga point and those curves are
extremely dangerous for bikers.
I'd love to do an Anchorage to Seward ride or Wasilla to Seward, but it's incredibly dangerous in the area south of
Anchorage near Beluga point, and the area between Reflections Lake and Wasilla.
Thank you
Kelly Lyon

2

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, June 3, 2021 5:43 PM
Julie Merrill
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Bike path

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Hi Julie,
Thank you for your comment and your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point
project. I hope you will join us for the virtual open house public meeting on June 15. Here are the details:
Virtual Open House Public Meeting
5:30 – 7:00 PM
Please join us for a virtual open house public meeting to hear updates on the project and speak with the project
team. Public comments will be taken.
Click here for a direct link to the meeting or join via www.zoom.com using:
Meeting ID: 971 5237 4606
Passcode: 657260
Or via phone:
1 346 248 7799
Meeting materials will be posted to the project website by 5:00 PM on June 11:
http://www.windycorner.info/meetings.html.
Thank you,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Julie Merrill <aqualudis18@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 7:52 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Bike path

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

I strongly support the idea of an extension of the Girdwood to Indian segregated bike path onward to at least Beluga
point.

1

The biking community is growing and biking directly on the Seward Highway is not safe, with all the distracted drivers
especially in summer. I have a recreational cabin at MP 29, and have been driving that road for 30 years, but am too
petrified to ride on it. Bird to Gird path is such a treasure, and extending that will potentially save lives by keeping bikers
off the actual highway.
Julie Merrill
Anchorage

2

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Tuesday, June 1, 2021 3:16 PM
Gina Stevens
FW: RE: Seward Highway MP 105-109.5 Comment

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Completed

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Katie Conway <kconway@dowl.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 1:42 PM
To: ryan.yelle05@gmail.com
Cc: Dorn Van Dommelen <dvandommelen@alaska.edu>; Irene Turletes <i.turletes@gmail.com>; Trond Jensen
<summits12summits@hotmail.com>; David Hart <davidalanhart1967@gmail.com>; fallonmconnolly@gmail.com; Claire
Holland LeClair <northsister@hotmail.com>; Matthew Worden <Matt@gohikealaska.com>;
charlottesayoko@gmail.com; Haley Johnston <haleyhjohnston@gmail.com>; Lauren Boldrick
<laurenboldrick@gmail.com>; tyndall.ellis@gmail.com; Jeffrey Bidinger <bidingjj@gmail.com>; Nicole Schmitt
<nicole.schmitt1@gmail.com>; 1robclark@gmail.com; PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: RE: Seward Highway MP 105‐109.5 Comment
Dear Mr. Yelle,
Thank you for your letter last week with comments from the Citizen State Park Citizens’ Advisory Board regarding the
Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. These comments have been shared with the
project team.
We hope you will join us for the virtual open house on June 15; meeting details are below.
Virtual Open House Public Meeting
5:30 – 7:00 PM
Please join us for a virtual open house public meeting to hear updates on the project and speak with the project
team. Public comments will be taken.
Click here for a direct link to the meeting or join via www.zoom.com using:
Meeting ID: 971 5237 4606
Passcode: 657260
Or via phone:
1 346 248 7799
Meeting materials will be posted to the project website by 5:00 PM on June 11:
http://www.windycorner.info/meetings.html.
Thank you again,
1

Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

2

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Friday, June 4, 2021 10:35 AM
Gina Stevens
Renee Whitesell
FW: [EXT] WR - Public correspondence

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Gina, will you please document Tom’s phone call (summarized below) in the Windy-Rainbow comment log? Thank you!
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Schmid, Tom J (DOT) <tom.schmid@alaska.gov>
Sent: Friday, June 4, 2021 10:31 AM
To: Katie Conway <kconway@dowl.com>
Cc: Aaron Christie <achristie@dowl.com>; Carol Roadifer <carol.roadifer@alaska.gov>
Subject: [EXT] WR ‐ Public correspondence

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

I just got off the phone with Donna Jefferson 907301‐8207, She lives in Indian and has been active over the years on the
Windy project. We correspond on occasion and she just wanted to hear from me what is going on with this project. I
filled her in on the federal process and effort that is taking place and that we need to do the scoping prior to advancing
any solutions. I suggested that we will try to utilize as much of the data/information and decisions that were already
made and not waste the stakeholder, public and/or staff’s time redoing things.
She seemed to be very appreciative and intends to participate in this effort as well.
Tom J. Schmid, P.E.
Project Manager
Department of Transportation
Preliminary Design and Environmental Section
(907) 269‐0543, fax 243‐6927

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Saturday, June 12, 2021 8:06 AM
akdonnaj@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Ms. Jefferson,
Thank you for your continued interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project.
Your comments have been shared with the project team. I hope you will join us for the virtual open house public meeting
on June 15. Here are the details:
Virtual Open House Public Meeting
5:30 – 7:00 PM
Please join us for a virtual open house public meeting to hear updates on the project and speak with the project
team. Public comments will be taken.
Click here for a direct link to the meeting or join via www.zoom.com using:
Meeting ID: 971 5237 4606
Passcode: 657260
Or via phone:
1 346 248 7799
Meeting materials are posted to the project website: http://www.windycorner.info/meetings.html.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Donna

Last Name

Jefferson

Date

06/09/21
1

Comment

Re: AKDOT Windy Corner to Rainbow Point Project 6/9/2021 To all
concerned, Please see my earlier comments, particularly from 4/27/20.
After going over the NEW proposed alternatives for the Windy Corner to
Rainbow Point AKDOT project, I more firmly believe that this project should
be shelved until the character of this special place/piece of highway will not
be ruined as we make said highway "improvements". There are many
things we can manage with, until better financial times in our state and
country can enable a better job to be done here; 50-55mph speed limits can
work and also save lives, flashing caution lights and speed meters on more
curves and in winter make drivers more careful, law enforcement on the
highway makes huge differences in bad driving, ticket slow obstructing
drivers, make a bike lane down on the newly revised segment from
Girdwood to Ingram Creek for now we could still put some turning lanes in
places, et. There is much we can make do with until a BETTER time for this
project. Also, I am hopeful that we can find active and viable sources along
Cook Inlet in the future,for the large material required for offsetting rails and
roads and thus, will not have to alter the land characteristics so radically.
Sincerely, Donna Jefferson Indian, Alaska

Phone Number 907-301-8207
Email

akdonnaj@gmail.com

Address

199 Indian Rd

Changes made by web‐form@smartsheet.com

You are receiving this email because you are subscribed to a workflow "New Comment Workflow" (ID# 8681859476416388) on sheet Comments
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Powered by Smartsheet Inc. | Privacy Policy | Report Abuse/Spam
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Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Tuesday, June 22, 2021 8:50 AM
ryan@e-telligent.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner to Rainbow Point Comment

Hi Ryan,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. On June 15, 2021 we held a virtual open house meeting; presentation
materials from that meeting are available on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Ryan Lawton <ryan@e‐telligent.com>
Sent: Friday, June 11, 2021 3:42 PM
To: Elliott, Brian A (DOT) <brian.elliott@alaska.gov>
Subject: Windy Corner to Rainbow Point Comment
Hello Brian,
I was disappointed to learn that a bike path was not originally considered for the Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project
considering the scope of the work already being done. I’m delighted to hear that this has changed. As popular and
necessary as separated paths are for the peace and safety of people biking along roads, I strongly encourage DOT to
include one in the project scope. Even if it doesn’t directly connect to anything now, it’s an opportunity to add another
piece of infrastructure and a couple miles of respite, which could eventually be extended to the existing Bird to
Girdwood trail in a future project. Please include a pathway in this project.
Thank you,
Ryan Lawton

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Wednesday, July 7, 2021 9:55 AM
John Warzybok
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Separated non-motorized pathway between Windy Corner and Rainbow

Mr. Warzybok,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: John Warzybok <jawarzybok@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 5, 2021 6:28 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Separated non‐motorized pathway between Windy Corner and Rainbow

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
As an avid cyclist in Anchorage, I am very much in favor of the construction of a separated path along the highway
corridor with the Windy Corner to Rainbow project.
Thank you,
John Warzybok
jawarzybok@gmail.com
‐‐

"Difficulty is the excuse history never accepts." - Edward R. Murrow
*

*

*
*

*
*

*
*
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Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Saturday, June 12, 2021 8:09 AM
lweikert@aol.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Hi Lee,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments have been shared with the project team. I hope you will join us for the virtual open house public meeting on
June 15. Here are the details:
Virtual Open House Public Meeting
5:30 – 7:00 PM
Please join us for a virtual open house public meeting to hear updates on the project and speak with the project
team. Public comments will be taken.
Click here for a direct link to the meeting or join via www.zoom.com using:
Meeting ID: 971 5237 4606
Passcode: 657260
Or via phone:
1 346 248 7799
Meeting materials are posted to the project website: http://www.windycorner.info/meetings.html.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Lee

Last Name

Weikert

Date

06/11/21
1

Comment

I regularly bike from Anchorage to Girdwood (and Seward) and putting in a
separate bike/pedestrian path on this project is vital and necessary. The
Bird to Gird path is a great beginning but it needs to be connected to
Anchorage to make it a world class bike trail. Accomplishing this small part
now will reduce costs and time to get a completely separate pathway for
bikers and walkers. I ask you to reconsider and add this to the current
project despite the delays or increased costs it may have now. Sincerely,
Lee Weikert.

Phone Number (907) 980-9552
Email

lweikert@aol.com

Address

5341 Little Tree St

‐‒—–‒–‐––‐—‐‐‐–—‐‐‒—
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Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Tuesday, June 22, 2021 8:49 AM
nsherry61@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy to Rainbow path

Mr. Sherry,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. On June 15, 2021 we held a virtual open house meeting; presentation
materials from that meeting are available on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Nelson Sherry <nsherry61@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2021 7:45 PM
To: Elliott, Brian A (DOT) <brian.elliott@alaska.gov>
Subject: Windy to Rainbow path

Dear Brian,
I am not only in favor of, but exuberantly in favor of, constructing a separated path along the highway corridor
with the Windy to Rainbow project. Please, take whatever measures and whatever amount of my tax money is
needed to make this happen.
Sincerely,
Nelson D Sherry

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, June 17, 2021 3:00 PM
hans.thompson1@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Project comment

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Completed

Mr. Thompson,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your comment
will be shared with the project team. Earlier this week we held a virtual open house meeting; presentation materials from
that meeting are available on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Hans Thompson <hans.thompson1@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2021 10:42 AM
To: Vonlindern, Drew A (DOT) <drew.vonlindern@alaska.gov>; Elliott, Brian A (DOT) <brian.elliott@alaska.gov>
Subject: Windy Corner Project

I believe a bike corridor for this project would provide additional safety for bikers and drivers along with
improving car/truck throughput. Please include my comment to the public review process. Thank you.
-Hans Thompson
(907) 201-8031

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Tuesday, June 22, 2021 8:49 AM
hans.thompson1@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Project

Mr. Thompson,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. On June 15, 2021 we held a virtual open house meeting; presentation
materials from that meeting are available on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Hans Thompson <hans.thompson1@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2021 10:42 AM
To: Vonlindern, Drew A (DOT) <drew.vonlindern@alaska.gov>; Elliott, Brian A (DOT) <brian.elliott@alaska.gov>
Subject: Windy Corner Project

I believe a bike corridor for this project would provide additional safety for bikers and drivers along with
improving car/truck throughput. Please include my comment to the public review process. Thank you.
-Hans Thompson
(907) 201-8031

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, June 17, 2021 4:03 PM
CRAZYGEEKDUDE@GMAIL.COM
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Mr. Fenster,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from Tuesday’s virtual open house are available on
the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Michael

Last Name

Fenster

Date

06/15/21

Comment

I'll miss the open house times today. I'm hoping that we can accommodate
a safe cycling path along the entire Turnagain Arm as a type of continuation
of the "Indian to Girdwood" trail that is more than just a wide shoulder. The
wide shoulder continues to be narrowed by rumble strips, accumulated
winter sand, growth of bushes on the other side of the guardrail, etc. Having
cycled the entire Pacific Coast from Canada to Mexico less than two years
ago, I experienced many useful ways to cycle. Rumble strips that are the
same width and in the same location as the white side line serve the
purpose for motorized traffic without encroaching on cyclists safety. Entries
and exit crossing cycle paths that are painted green instead of white
increase motorist awareness of their crossing another lane of traffic. As the
retired man who yearly sweeps the sand off the cycle path at Bird Bridge
LONG before DOT does anything to alleviate that mess, I hope you can find
a way to drain that will not merely drain road sediment across the cycle
path for the sake of ease of design. Appropriate drainage curbing to allow
the water and sand to flow to a well-designed and safe cover is necessary. I
would be glad to meet with design engineers at the Bird Bridge to show
what could be easily done to make for a better year-round consideration.
1

Additionally for consideration, would the state be eligible for federal or other
funding should the path along Turnagain Arm be complete enough to
declare it as a part of the Pacific Coast Bicycle Trail? I asked that at an
AMATS meeting and was told it is not the Pacific Coast. For what its worth,
a continuation from Anchorage to Homer of a bicycle path for the Alaska
portion of a Pacific Coast Bicycle Trail could bring in additional tourism as is
being learned along some of the popular and safe bicycle routes in the
Lower 48.
Phone Number 9074414557
Email

CRAZYGEEKDUDE@GMAIL.COM

Address

2826 Discovery Bay Drive 99515
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Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, June 17, 2021 3:01 PM
mills_matthew@hotmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point

Mr. Mills,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Earlier this week we held a virtual open house meeting; presentation
materials from that meeting are available on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: matthew mills <mills_matthew@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 15, 2021 1:03 PM
To: Vonlindern, Drew A (DOT) <drew.vonlindern@alaska.gov>
Subject: Re: Seward Highway MP 105‐109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point

Mr. von Lindern,
Forwarded as per Mr. Elliott's out of office message.
Cheers,
‐Matthew S. Mills
Anchorage, AK
Bike Anchorage Member

From: matthew mills
Sent: Tuesday, June 15, 2021 4:52 PM
To: brian.elliott@alaska.gov <brian.elliott@alaska.gov>
Cc: Devora Barrera <dev@bikeanchorage.org>; Mary Mills <mmills_907@outlook.com>; Sarah Mills
<mills49.sarah@gmail.com>; David Mills <david.mills.alaska@gmail.com>
Subject: Seward Highway MP 105‐109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point

Brian Elliott, Regional Environmental Manager
DOT&PF Central Region Preliminary Design & Environmental
Mr. Elliott,
1

I am wholeheartedly in favor of constructing a separated biking/walking path along the highway corridor
with the Windy to Rainbow project, and I endorse Bike Anchorage's letter on that subject.
Sincerely,
‐Matthew S. Mills
Anchorage, AK
Bike Anchorage Member

2

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, June 17, 2021 3:07 PM
alaskagary@hotmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Hi Gary,
Thank you for your participation in the virtual open house on Tuesday, and for your continued interest in the Seward
Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. We appreciate your comments; they will be shared with
the project team.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Gary

Last Name

Snyder

Date

06/15/21

Comment

I watched the slide presentation at your June 15 open house. Thank you for
no longer using mile 109 exclusively as a material site, as that violated the
Chugach State Park Plan. Thank you also for considering a bike trail along
the improvements, as the Chugach State Park Plan calls for that along with
any highway improvements. My initial thoughts are that a combination of
your 3 new proposals (existing, ocean side, or mountain side rights of way)
is the best solution. I think rerouting the highway through what was to be a
quarry at the mile 9 site is a much better idea. This way it is part of the
highway improvement, you still get to use the material, and it removes a
dangerous curve. It would be nice if the old highway along this route is
turned into a trail section, or dead end pullout (both or either sides) as a
view point along the coast slightly removed from the highway enhances the
scenic byway and gives people another way to enjoy the park. I think the
Windy Corner sheep habitat might be a section where an ocean side
realignment is best. This protects the critical sheep habitat and wildlife
viewing opportunities. Please include a pedestrian bicycle path along all
improved highway routes, as this is included in the Chugach Park Plan.
Please do not use any part of Chugach State Park exclusively for
construction materials, as that violates the Chugach State Park Plan.
Improving the highway is important, but it needs to be done right so the
1

scenic highway, wildlife habitat, and Chugach State Park properties are not
diminished. This can be done, and I think this new plan is a step in the right
direction.
Phone Number (907)337-2089
Email

alaskagary@hotmail.com

Address

2421 Maple Ave, Anchorage, AK

Changes made by web‐form@smartsheet.com
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2

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Friday, June 18, 2021 5:10 PM
Steven Kessler
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Comments on your June 15th presentation

Mr. Kessler,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Steven Kessler <kesslersj@aol.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2021 11:06 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Comments on your June 15th presentation

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Thank you for your informative presentation on June 15th which I viewed on your website. I appreciate the modifications
that were made to the scope of work and the clarity of your presentation. I believe that your concepts fairly well address
the possible alternatives for this project. Please recognize that the concepts may need to be combined in order to create
the best balance of cost, environmental protection and user function (road/railroad/recreation). One alternative that could
be considered is a tunnel through Windy Point which could balance those issues of cost, environmental protection and
user function, as described in your presentation (although cost was not addressed). I appreciate your continuing to include
me in your mailings for this project. Thanks for your work. Steven Kessler, kesslersj@aol.com, Anchorage, AK.

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, June 21, 2021 8:19 AM
R Tyndall Ellis
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Mr. Ellis,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last week’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: R Tyndall Ellis <tyndall.ellis@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, June 19, 2021 3:56 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Comment

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Hello,
Thanks for taking comments. This project is greatly needed. Please ensure that this project also includes upgrades to the
turnagain arm trail (hiking) and multiuser trail from Indian. It is crucial to connect Non‐motorized corridors from
Anchorage to Indian and allow cyclists/hikers like myself a non motorized method to get to trailheads.
The Indian to Firewood bike trail is already very popular. This would be a prime opportunity to extend that trail and
improve safety for Non‐motorized travel through this corridor.
Thanks,
Tyndall

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, June 21, 2021 8:21 AM
Donald Allan
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Completed

Mr. Allan,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last week’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Donald Allan <dmallan@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 20, 2021 10:19 AM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
I support the addition of a cycle‐path at Windy Corner. This would be a glimpse of the transportation future! Please
consider adding to your plans
Donald Allan
907‐229‐6268
dmallan@gmail.com
3927 Pyrenean Cir, Anchorage, AK 99516

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, June 21, 2021 8:24 AM
JA
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: [EXT] Windy corner to rainbow bike path

Ms. Allan,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last week’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: J A <joanneemilyallan@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 20, 2021 10:33 AM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy corner to rainbow bike path

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Hi,
I understand that construction is going to take place to upgrade the Seward Highway at Windy corner. Our family love to
cycle bird to girdwood and would be thrilled if this was extended to include the windy corner to rainbow. Our young girls
in particular would be really happy with this new bike path.
I think it would be a well used path and should definitely be considered. I love cycling and have cycled the Highway itself,
but it is pretty scary and I would definitely feel safer on a bike path!
Thank you
Joanne Allan

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, June 21, 2021 8:31 AM
markspano55@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Mr. Spano,
Thank you for your participation in the virtual open house last week, and for your continued interest in the Seward
Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. We appreciate your comments; they will be shared with
the project team.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Mark

Last Name

Spano

Date

06/20/21

Comment

I participated in the Open House on June 15 and wish to submit initial
comments regarding the project. I commend DOT&PF for taking a fresh
look at the Windy Corner project – expanding the project area; considering
a multi-use trail and alternate sources for fill material than the quarries
previously recommended. Concept 2 seems preferable, despite the
additional expense, because that alignment would provide more room for
the improvements described below. DOT&PF characterizes the reason for
this highway project as “safety improvement”. The project engineers have
recognized that many people would like improvements to CSP
infrastructure and the extension of the multi-use trail but have considered
these niceties and icing on the cake if funding allows. Instead, these
improvements should be seriously considered for two reasons – safety and
economic benefits. Safety: Extension of the multi-use trail between Potter
and its current terminus near Indian should be a goal during any highway
improvement project in this stretch of the Seward Highway. Biking has
grown substantially in popularity since improvements to this section of road
were originally considered. E-bikes have led to a huge new influx of
bicyclists and have made commuting by bike over longer distances
feasible. Bicyclists on the Seward Highway assume serious risk by riding on
1

the narrow shoulder. This risk to life and limb will continue to grow due to
increased bike use and should not be ignored in the project’s safety
evaluation. Separating bike and vehicular traffic will do away with this risk.
Safety: Much of the danger along the Seward Highway comes from traffic
entering or leaving trailhead parking (and other turn-offs along the road). I
urge DOT&PF to expand the project area a fraction of a mile to include
Falls Creek trailhead. Improvements to entry/egress at the Rainbow, Windy
Corner and Falls Creek parking areas and expanded parking should be
included in this project in order to mitigate this traffic risk. Economic
Benefits: Outdoor recreation is a huge economic driver. Investing in trails
and related outdoor recreation facilities is essential infrastructure, with
proven, cost-effective capacity to support local jobs and businesses. Based
on data from the State of Alaska’s Visitors Statistics program, if half of a
typical years’ out of state visitors to Alaska stayed one more day, they
would pump an additional $137 million into Alaska’s economy. Adding a
multi-use trail and improving CSP trailhead parking will help draw residents
and tourists who will have more reasons to spend time and money in the
area. The concept of an “Alaska Long Trail” – a continuous trail from
Seward to Fairbanks – has recently generated much enthusiasm and
support. The legislature has included 13.2M in the current capital budget for
this trail. The project has the support of the governor, the Alaska Travel
Industry Association, the Kenai Peninsula Economic Development District,
Visit Anchorage and Boroughs and cities along the length of the planned
route. While the exact alignment of the trail in the Anchorage area still
needs to be determined, a multi-use trail from Girdwood to Potter has been
considered an important piece by most involved with the initiative. This
multi-use trail is included in the CSP Trail Management Plan, which went
through extensive public vetting. The CSP Citizen Advisory Board has
repeatedly urged for the extension of the current trail. It is supported by the
MOA and groups like the Anchorage Park Foundation. If DOT&PF does not
seize this opportunity, the extension of the multi-use trail and improvements
to the trailhead parking will likely not happen for decades to come.
Quarries: I urge DOT&PF to find a source for fill material other than the
proposed quarries. The quarries would be an eye-sore and the big holes in
the ground that would result wouldn’t provide any desirable possibilities for
recreation such as picnicking or camping.
Phone Number 907-272-9639
Email

markspano55@gmail.com

Address

1318 G Street, Anchorage, AK 99501

Changes made by web‐form@smartsheet.com
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Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Wednesday, July 7, 2021 9:55 AM
John Warzybok
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Separated non-motorized pathway between Windy Corner and Rainbow

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Completed

Mr. Warzybok,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: John Warzybok <jawarzybok@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 5, 2021 6:28 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Separated non‐motorized pathway between Windy Corner and Rainbow

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
As an avid cyclist in Anchorage, I am very much in favor of the construction of a separated path along the highway
corridor with the Windy Corner to Rainbow project.
Thank you,
John Warzybok
jawarzybok@gmail.com
‐‐

"Difficulty is the excuse history never accepts." - Edward R. Murrow
*

*

*
*

*

*
1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Wednesday, July 7, 2021 1:09 PM
geo. donart
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Separated Bikeway

Mr. Donart,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: geo. donart <owlcreekid@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 6, 2021 8:57 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Separated Bikeway

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Dear Project Manager Schmid and DOT Officials,
My very first experience here in SC Alaska was riding a bike from Anchorage to Kenai
back in the mid-80's. What a wild ride & welcome to Alaska! The Whittier windtunnel
must have been wide open that evening. On flat ground, I had to stand up in my lowest
gear as the top of a bore tide was being ripped off in the teeth of the gale. One thing I
clearly recall was how unsafe I felt as cars and trucks blasted past, just feet (or inches)
from my wobbling windblown bike.
We need a bike path (separated from motor traffic) from Anchorage to Seward & the
Kenai. The Bird to Gird path and Johnson Pass trailhead to Hope turnoff trail are
excellent examples of what a through trail could be. We need to extend both of those in
both directions.
Please make sure that the Windy Point project includes a separated pathway in the
design and execution. A full length pathway will be a big draw for tourism and for local
folks who want to enjoy the grandeur of the Turnagain Arm and beyond without fear of
traffic.
Distancing bikes and cars makes the route safer for everyone.
1

Thank you.
Take care,
George Donart
917 W. 20th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99503

2

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Wednesday, July 7, 2021 9:54 AM
ejones@bettisworthnorth.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Mr. Jones,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Erik

Last Name

Jones

Date

07/06/21

Comment

I am in favor of a separated non-motorized pathway between the Windy
Corner and Rainbow trailheads as a part of this project. Creating a
continuous separated non-motorized pathway from Anchorage south along
the entirety of the Turnagain arm should be included in all sections of future
Seward Highway upgrade projects as well.

Phone Number
Email

ejones@bettisworthnorth.com

Address

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
Becky Bitzer
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Mc. Bitzer,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Becky Bitzer <rtbitzer10@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, July 9, 2021 9:50 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
As a cyclist and concerned citizen, I would like to recommend that the newly extended
Windy Corner project include a separated bike pathway. A separated segment would provide
safe means of transportation and mountain access for countless members of the public
participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events that take place along
this corridor. Expanding access to safe routes for non-motorized travelers should be a
priority for DOT for the health of our community and safety of our residents and
visitors. Wide shoulders are not enough to keep cyclists safe. Please include a separated
bike lane along this section of the Seward Highway.
Thank you,
Becky Bitzer
Anchorage

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
ccronick@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Categories:

Red Category

Hi Chris,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Chris

Last Name

Cronick

Date

07/09/21

Comment

I would absolutely love to see the addition of a separated bike path in the
final construction plans for the rainbow to windy section of the Seward
highway! I frequently bike the “Bird to Gird” trail and I believe more and
more people will use the trail as access is expanded. Increasing safety
should be a number one priority and I am terrified to ride on the side of a
road, even roads with 4ft wide shoulders. In addition, I have a 2yr old son
who I would love to bike with in a trailer on a separated trail. There is not a
chance I would bike with him in a trailer on a road with a 4ft wide shoulder.

Phone Number 3073996701
Email

ccronick@gmail.com

Address
1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
Gordon Descutner
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Mr. Descutner,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Gordon Descutner <mightymitesheadcoach@alyeskaskiclub.com>
Sent: Friday, July 9, 2021 7:59 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
The Seward Highway need critical consideration for non‐motorize users in project designs. The newly extended Windy
Corner project must include a separated pathway for public safety. This will continue to build on the existing non‐
motorized corridor and extend a safe, healthy, and economically beneficial Pathway. A separated segment would
provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for countless members of the public participating in
commuting, recreational movement, and race events that take place along this corridor.
Please reconsider your decision and plan for, and include, non‐motorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a
pathway to the entirety of this project for the safety of the public!
Thank you!
Gordon Descutner
3025 Seawind Dr
Anchorage, AK 99516
907.306.5750

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
Elizabeth Ellis
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy to Rainbow project

Ms. Ellis,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Elizabeth Ellis <elizabeth.anne.russo@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, July 9, 2021 5:47 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy to Rainbow project

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Hello, I am in favor of constructing a separated path along the highway corridor with the Windy to Rainbow project.
Please include this in your plans.
Thank you,
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
Liz Ellis
Anchorage, AK

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
jean funatake
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Bike path inclusion on Seward highway Windy Corner project

Ms. Funatake,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: jean funatake <jfak2014@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, July 9, 2021 5:52 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Bike path inclusion on Seward highway Windy Corner project

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

I am strongly in favor of bike path construction being included in the Windy Corner project.
Sincerely,
Jeanne Funatake
Anchorage, AK

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
Emma Haddix
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway comment

Ms. Haddix,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Emma Haddix <emmahaddix@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, July 9, 2021 11:25 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway comment
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
The Seward Highway is a great place do some forward thinking on how to include nonmotorized users in project designs. The newly extended Windy Corner project should
include a separated pathway. This will start meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and
economically beneficial Pathway. A separated segment would provide safe means of
transportation and mountain access for countless members of the public participating in
commuting, recreational movement, and race events that take place along this corridor.
Please reconsider and add a pathway to the entirety of this project!
Thank you,
Emma Haddix

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Wednesday, July 14, 2021 3:38 PM
dave@harrconstruction.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Include Bike/walking path in Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point

Mr. Harr,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: David Harr <dave@harrconstruction.com>
Sent: Friday, July 9, 2021 7:21 PM
To: Elliott, Brian A (DOT) <brian.elliott@alaska.gov>
Subject: Include Bike/walking path in Seward Highway MP 105‐109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point

Hi, I am writing in support of DOT providing a walking path along any seward highway
improvements. Having biked that section of road a number of times I can say a bike path is needed to separate
pedestrians from traffic.
Thank you for your consideration,

Dave Harr
Anchorage
907-441-0912

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
Jim Jager
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Mr. Jager,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com
-----Original Message----From: Jim Jager <jimjager@gci.net>
Sent: Friday, July 9, 2021 6:33 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Dear Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in project designs. The
newly extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start
meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically beneficial Pathway. A separated
segment would provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for countless
members of the public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events
that take place along this corridor.Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of
not planning for, and omitting, non-motorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add
a pathway to the entirety of this project!
Thank You
Jim Jager
907.441.4088 c
Sent from my smartphone ... please excuse typos.

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
dianeinanchorage
PUB-WindyCorner; Tom Schmid
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Mc. Loopstra,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: dianeinanchorage <dianeinanchorage@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, July 9, 2021 7:38 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>; Tom Schmid <tom.schmid@alaska.gov>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Dear DOT and DOWL Project Managers, I have become aware that the Project Engineers of Windy Corner MP 105‐107
have decided to not provide safe transportation options for non‐motorized highway users along the 2‐mile stretch of the
Seward Highway between Anchorage and Girdwood. Not providing for the community’s needs for safe, healthy, and
economically beneficial transportation seems antithetic to the Active Transportation Plan and the fact that this project is
intended to improve safety. Please reconsider your decision to omit facilities for non‐motorized users and add a
pathway to this project. It would provide safe means of transportation for countless members of the public participating
in commuting, recreational movement, and race events that take place along this corridor.
Thank you,
Diane Loopstra

Powered by Cricket Wireless

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
Lexi Trainer
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy to Rainbow Bike Trail Support

Ms. Trainer,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Lexi Trainer <a.trainer15@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, July 9, 2021 11:27 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy to Rainbow Bike Trail Support

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Hello,
I am writing in to let you know that I support a bike/walking path from Windy to Rainbow to connect Anchorage to the
Bird to Gird trail.
As a lifelong Alaskan and avid road biker, I know that this trail would increase safety for bikers and drivers alike on our
scenic byway.
I look forward to supporting this effort and riding this path in the near future.
Lexi Trainer
907‐306‐1556

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
Janice Berry
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Ms. Berry,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Janice Berry <jberry6634@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, July 10, 2021 6:06 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in project designs.
Especially because the highway has so many accidents each year. The newly extended Windy
Corner project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start meeting the need for
a safe, healthy, and economically beneficial Pathway. A separated segment would provide
safe means of transportation and mountain access for countless members of the public
participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events that take place along
this corridor.
Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, nonmotorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this
project!

Thank you,
Janice Berry

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
bkrchk13
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Hello, “bkrchk13,”
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: bkrchk13 <bkrchk13@yahoo.com>
Sent: Saturday, July 10, 2021 7:45 AM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non‐motorize users in project designs. The newly extended Windy Corner
project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically
beneficial Pathway. A separated segment would provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for
countless members of the public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events that take place
along this corridor.
Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, non‐motorized facilities on Seward
Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this project!

Thank you,
(YOUR NAME AND CONTACT)

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S7, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone
1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
irene bloomer
Matt Murphy; PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Ms. Bloomer,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: irene bloomer <irenebloomer1@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, July 10, 2021 1:06 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Cc: Matt Murphy <mattvmurphy@gmail.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

My Name is Irene Bloomer Dear Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska
Transportation Officials,The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in
project designs. The newly extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated
pathway. This will start meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically
beneficial Pathway. A separated segment would provide safe means of transportation and
mountain access for countless members of the public participating in commuting,
recreational movement, and race events that take place along this corridor.Please
reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, nonmotorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this
project!

Thank You

Sent from my iPhone

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
Jack Brothers
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Mr. Brothers,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Jack Brothers <rambro@gci.net>
Sent: Saturday, July 10, 2021 10:08 AM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in project designs. The
newly extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start
meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically beneficial Pathway. A separated
segment would provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for countless
members of the public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events
that take place along this corridor. A separated bike path will make travel safer for
everyone; drivers will no longer be inclined to swerve suddenly when they come upon a
cyclist or pedestrian on the shoulder.
Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, nonmotorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this
project!

Thank you,
Jack Brothers
2140 Banbury Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99504
1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
Glenn Cravez
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Mr. Cravez,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Glenn Cravez <cravez.law.mediation@gci.net>
Sent: Saturday, July 10, 2021 4:58 AM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in project designs. The
newly extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start
meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically beneficial Pathway. A separated
segment would provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for countless
members of the public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events
that take place along this corridor.
Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, nonmotorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this
project!
Thank you.

Glenn Cravez.

2810 Kingfisher Drive. Anchorage Ak 99502.

Sent from my iPad

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
sol vida
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Ms. Day,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: sol vida <solvidarica@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, July 10, 2021 6:46 AM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in project designs. The
newly extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start
meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically beneficial Pathway. A separated
segment would provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for countless
members of the public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events
that take place along this corridor.
Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, nonmotorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this
project!

Thank you,
Janel Day
909-583-5144
Sent from my iPhone

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
Adam Enyeart
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Mr. Enyeart,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Adam Enyeart <cbrenyeart@yahoo.com>
Sent: Saturday, July 10, 2021 6:35 AM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in project designs. The
newly extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start
meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically beneficial Pathway. A separated
segment would provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for countless
members of the public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events
that take place along this corridor.
Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, nonmotorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this
project!

Very respectfully,
Adam Enyeart
(208)283-8741
Cbrenyeart@yahoo.com

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
Yvonne Goldsmith
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Ms. Goldsmith,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Yvonne Goldsmith <yvonne.goldsmith@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, July 10, 2021 11:25 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non‐motorize users in project designs.
My husband and I bike to Girdwood from our house in Hillside several times each summer. I want to ride safely on a
separated path (or a very wide shoulder that is swept each spring), the current shoulder is very uncomfortable. we do
this because there are few routes in the Muni where one can ride uninterrupted by intersections and driveway cuts (also
dangerous).
Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, non‐motorized facilities on Seward
Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this project!
Thank you,
Yvonne Goldsmith
yvonne.goldsmith@gmail.com
Anchorage

1

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Katie Conway
Kathleen Haslett
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: ANCHORAGE - BIRD TO GIRD
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01:06 AM

Ms. Haslett,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point
project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s
virtual open house are available on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Kathleen Haslett <bhaslett@gci.net>
Sent: Saturday, July 10, 2021 6:37 AM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] RE: ANCHORAGE - BIRD TO GIRD

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

YES, I am in favor of constructing a separated path along the highway corridor with the
Windy to Rainbow project.
Thank you for your time,
Kathleen Haslett

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Katie Conway
Anita Johnson
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy to Rainbow project
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:00:59 AM

Hi Ms. Johnson,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point
project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s
virtual open house are available on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Anita Johnson <heapj@msn.com>
Sent: Saturday, July 10, 2021 8:36 AM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy to Rainbow project

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

I am in favor of constructing a separated path along the highway corridor with the Windy to
Rainbow project.
Thanks,
Anita Johnson

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
Sarah Jones
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Ms. Jones,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Sarah Jones <zasajones@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, July 10, 2021 2:26 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Yes! Please make Anchorage bike path separated from the road!! There are so many who utilize the path from
Anchorage toward Eagle River, demand is DEFINITELY there and this is an encouragement for health AND safety.
Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non‐motorize users in project designs. The newly extended Windy Corner
project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically
beneficial Pathway. A separated segment would provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for
countless members of the public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events that take place
along this corridor.
Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, non‐motorized facilities on Seward
Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this project!
Thank you,

Sarah Jones
711 w 86th Ave
Anchorage, AK 99515
1

971‐302‐3345

2

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
Ron Klein
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Mr. Klein,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Ron Klein <ronald.s.klein@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, July 9, 2021 11:48 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

This will go a long ways to improving safety for motorists and cyclist as well as promote
increased utilization of cycling in the corridor as an alternative transportation means
to Girdwood and increase value as a tourist destination.
Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials, <BR> <BR>The
Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in project designs. The newly
extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start
meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically beneficial Pathway. A separated
segment would provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for countless
members of the public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events
that take place along this corridor. <BR> <BR>Please reconsider your precedent setting
decision of not planning for, and omitting, non-motorized facilities on Seward Highway
projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this project! <BR> <BR> <BR>Thank you,
<BR>(YOUR NAME AND CONTACT)

Sent from my iPhone

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
David Kochevar
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Mr. Kochevar,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: David Kochevar <dkocheva@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, July 10, 2021 9:25 AM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non‐motorize users in project designs. The newly extended Windy Corner
project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically
beneficial Pathway. A separated segment would provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for
countless members of the public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events that take place
along this corridor.
Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, non‐motorized facilities on Seward
Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this project!
Thank you,
Dave Kochevar
6207 Winding Way
Anchorage, AK 99504
(907) 947‐7338

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
Steve Lindbeck
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy to Rainbow bike trail

Mr. Lindbeck,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Steve Lindbeck <907sel@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, July 10, 2021 10:52 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy to Rainbow bike trail

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Please support and build the Windy to Rainbow bike trail extension— on both aesthetic and safety grounds. Thank you!
Steve Lindbeck
907sel@gmail.com
‐‐
Steve Lindbeck

Mobile: (907) 242-1482
907sel@gmail.com

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
Kelly Lyon
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy corner support

Hi Kelly,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Kelly Lyon <kelly.jean.lyon@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, July 9, 2021 11:50 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy corner support

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

I am in favor of constructing a separated path along the highway corridor with the Windy to Rainbow project. This would
increase safety of bikers traveling between Anchorage and girdwood. There are so many new bikers since coronavirus
started, it's a healthy and addictive way of getting outside to explore our beautiful state. Let's keep these riders safe by
creating a separated bike path along the highway corridor.
Thank you
Kelly Lyon

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
Mark Melchert
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Mr. Melchert,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Mark Melchert <alaskamtns@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, July 10, 2021 7:00 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
Please, please, please consider including a separated bike path in the Windy Corner
project. Having a separated bike path for transit between Anchorage and Girdwood would be
extraordinary and significantly increase the safety for bikers on that route. In
addition, the area of this project has very high use for recreational purposes. Look at
the parking areas on any weekend or nice day. Connecting parking areas with a path will
improve safety. Major projects should plan for the future. These non-motorized uses
will continue to increase.
I was stunned (and depressed) when I watched the recent reconstruction at Indian proceed
without a path. Given the use of this corridor for non-motorized uses, I actually did
not believe it possible that planning would not include a separated path. Please include
a path on this critical segment.
Thank you,
Mark Melchert

Sent from a handheld device. Please excuse typing errors.
1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
Heide Provencher
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Ms. Provencher,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Heide Provencher <heidepro@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, July 10, 2021 7:20 AM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in project designs. The
newly extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start
meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically beneficial Pathway. A separated
segment would provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for countless
members of the public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events
that take place along this corridor.
Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, nonmotorized facilities on Seward Highway projects.
And please add a pathway to the entirety of this project.
Thank you,
Heide Provencher
2437 Ingra St.
Anchorage, AK 99508

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
Cary Shiflea
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Mr. Shiflea,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Cary Shiflea <cshife@hotmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, July 10, 2021 12:02 AM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non‐motorize users in project designs. The newly extended Windy Corner
project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically
beneficial Pathway. A separated segment would provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for
countless members of the public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events that take place
along this corridor.
More trails mean more healthy people. Invest now or we will forever regret the generations of use that will not be
realized. What if the Coastal trail wasn’t built? The trail alone generates tens of thousands of dollars to my small
business each year as we provide bikes for residents and tourists alike to enjoy our natural spaces.
Building the pathway is a small percentage of the overall project cost and can be completed for a fraction of the price it
would cost to build at a later date.
Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, non‐motorized facilities on Seward
Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this project!
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Thank you,
Cary Shiflea
Founder, Alaska eBike Store
Member, Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee‐AMATS

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

2

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
Pauline Tise
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Ms. Tise,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Pauline Tise <paulinetise@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, July 10, 2021 8:49 AM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in project designs. The
newly extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start
meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically beneficial Pathway. A separated
segment would provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for countless
members of the public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events
that take place along this corridor.
Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, nonmotorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this
project!
Thank you,
Pauline Tise
907-699-7547

Pauline
1

907-699-7547

2

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
Opie Combs
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Hi Opie,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Opie Combs <akopie@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 11, 2021 7:14 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non‐motorize users in project designs. The newly extended Windy Corner
project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically
beneficial Pathway. A separated segment would provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for
countless members of the public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events that take place
along this corridor.
Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, non‐motorized facilities on Seward
Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this project!

Thank you,
Yeah! Opie Combs
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Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
Katie DeMichele
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Ms. DeMichele,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Katie DeMichele <kdemichele@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, July 10, 2021 8:25 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non‐motorize users in project designs. The newly extended Windy Corner
project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically
beneficial Pathway. A separated segment would provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for
countless members of the public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events that take place
along this corridor.
Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, non‐motorized facilities on Seward
Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this project!
As a frequent bike path user I see this as an obvious next step to expanding anchorages bike accessibility and appeal.
The existing path is already so so popular, why wouldn't you extend it!

Thank you,
Kathleen Demichele
9072329530
Kdemichele@gmail.com
1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
DE
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Add the separated pathway

Mr. and Ms. Evans,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: D E <galed3e3@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 11, 2021 10:30 AM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Add the separated pathway

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Project team,
We strongly support adding the separated multi‐use pathway to the scope of the Windy Corner project. This will greatly
enhance the safety of this corridor to non‐motorized users, at the same time enhancing Alaskans and tourists ability to
enjoy this spectacular stretch of scenic highway along Turnagain Arm.
Its construction could further extend what someday could be a continuous pathway between Anchorage, Girdwood and
beyond, rivaling many other tourist destinations such as the Blueridge Parkway and the Nachez Trace Trail, to name a
few. The Bird to Gird path is already a highly used alternative which draws families, seniors, and independent‐minded
tourists.
As Sean Baski of the AKDOT has said of other projects, "this is our one shot for a bite at the apple". Don't be short‐
sighted and allow this missing link and safety improvement opportunity to pass Alaska by.
Sincerely, David and Diana Evans

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 7:51 AM
Ron Felde
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Mr. Felde,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com
-----Original Message----From: Ron Felde <rfelde@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 12, 2021 7:41 AM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in project designs. The
newly extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start
meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically beneficial Pathway. A separated
segment would provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for countless
members of the public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events
that take place along this corridor.
Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, nonmotorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this
project!
The DOT has done a great job of destroying the south end of the iconic and historic
Resurrection trail. It would be nice to see DOT take some positives steps on this project
to acknowledge the value and importance of providing safety to a growing community of
health minded cyclists.

Thank you,
Ron Felde)
1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:00 AM
lrholzapfel@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Categories:

Red Category

Ms. Holzapfel,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Lisa

Last Name

Holzapfel

Date

07/11/21

Comment

Project team, I fully support adding the separated multi-use pathway to the
scope of the Windy Corner project. This will greatly enhance the safety of
this corridor for both motorized and non-motorized users. I have personally
had several close calls while trying to ride my bike on this stretch of the
Seward Highway. It would be suicidal not to improve public safety in this
section. Bikers will continue to ride this highway. As a driver I know how
unsafe this section is when bikers are on the road. As a biker, I know how
unsafe this section is for bicyclists/pedestrians/ sheep watchers. Please!
Help Alaskans stay safe. By enhancing the multi-use pathway through this
stretch you will also be enhancing Alaskan and tourist recreational
opportunities. With a greatly improved highway section that can safely be
used by both motorized and pedestrian/bicycle users, everyone will be able
to safely enjoy this spectacular stretch of scenic highway along Turnagain
Arm. For once, sheep bikers could walk safely along this stretch to observe
1

sheep on a separated pathway. Bicyclists could ride safely without worrying
about the vehicles that drive way too fast around the blind corner, or move
or radically to avoid either bikes or sheep viewers. Help us all please. Clear
back in the 1980s, Anchorage had a vision for a continuous bicycle
pathway south along the Seward Highway. Its construction would enhance
the recreational and tourism opportunities necessary to bring increased
tourism dollars to Alaska. More and more bicyclists are flying to Alaska to
see our magnificent scenery and participate in activities along the Seward
Highway. With a safer bicycle/pedestrian friendly highway, the Anchorage
to Girdwood and beyond trail system could rival many other tourist
destinations such as the Blueridge Parkway. The Indian/Bird to Gird path is
already a highly used alternative which draws families, seniors, and
independent-minded tourists. Let’s extend that trail system. Let’s promote
healthy lifestyles while making the motorized highway network safer for
vehicles and bicyclists. Let’s build the separated pathway. As Sean Baski of
the AKDOT has said of other projects, "this is our one shot for a bite at the
apple". Don't be short-sighted and allow this missing link and safety
improvement opportunity to pass Alaska by. We had the chance to do this
in other highway improvement periods and failed. Let’s not fail this time.
Instead, let’s build it and help to improve our economy and public safety. It’s
DOT’s mission. Please! Do it! Sincerely, motorist and bicyclist, Lisa
Holzapfel
Phone Number 907-744-0221
Email

lrholzapfel@gmail.com

Address

PO Box 244553 Anchorage AK. 99524

2

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
tyjoseph.j@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Hi Tyler,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: tyjoseph.j@gmail.com <tyjoseph.j@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 11, 2021 9:44 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

My Name is (Tyler Joseph) Dear Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska
Transportation Officials,The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in
project designs. The newly extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated
pathway. This will start meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically
beneficial Pathway. A separated segment would provide safe means of transportation and
mountain access for countless members of the public participating in commuting,
recreational movement, and race events that take place along this corridor.Please
reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, nonmotorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this
project! <BR> <BR> <BR>Thank You

Sent from my iPhone

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 7:49 AM
Bob Lieberman
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Bike path

Mr. Lieberman,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Bob Lieberman <bob.j.lieberman@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 11, 2021 10:25 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Bike path

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

I support the addition of a separated bike path. I have no intention of biking directly next to the highway traffic, but
with a separated bike path I would want to try. I would imagine it would be much safer for those that already would be
biking on the highway.
Thanks
Bob Lieberman

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
Spencer Mitchell
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Mr. Mitchell,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Spencer Mitchell <spencer.a.mitchell@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 11, 2021 9:43 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

My Name is Spencer Mitchell and I’m a cyclists here in anchorage alaska. Dear Alaska DOT
Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,The Seward Highway is no
place to exclude non-motorize users in project designs. The newly extended Windy Corner
project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start meeting the need for a
safe, healthy, and economically beneficial Pathway. A separated segment would provide
safe means of transportation and mountain access for countless members of the public
participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events that take place along
this corridor.Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and
omitting, non-motorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway to the
entirety of this project!

Thank You

Sent from my iPhone
1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
Alice
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner

Ms. Simmons,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Alice <alicesfsimmons@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 11, 2021 4:00 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Greetings,
I am an active bike rider who lives in Girdwood. I bike the Gird to Bird path at least once a week during the spring,
summer and fall and occasionally in the winter on a fat bike. I am definitely in favor of extending the path to Winder
Corner. It always amazes and encourages me that even on wet, windy days the number of bikers and pedestrians on the
path. It is a very well used path and, if it were extended, it would be a much safer alternative to biking/walking on the
Seward Highway. To me, it only makes sense to add a bike/ped path while that or any section of a road is under
construction. It will improve safety for the pedestrians, bikers and vehicles.
Thank you!
Alice Simmons
PO Box 951
Girdwood, AK 99587
Sent from Mail for Windows 10

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
Tom Stock
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Mr. Stock,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Tom Stock <thomas.j.stock@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 11, 2021 7:24 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

I would like to voice my support for the construction of a separated multi‐use path as part of the Windy Corner project.
An extension to the existing Indian to Girdwood trail would increase recreation opportunities along Turnagain Arm. It
would also create another access point for the popular trail, which would relieve traffic at the current start of the trail in
Indian, where the parking lot is often full. It would improve safety for cyclists around the curves where there is currently
no option but to ride on the shoulder of the highway. It would increase connectivity between the many trailheads and
recreation areas along the arm and provide safe access to the arm for recreational trail users of all types. Please include
this section of separated pathway as part of the Windy Corner project.
Thank you,
Thomas Stock
Anchorage, AK

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, July 15, 2021 10:03 AM
jim tilly
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: comments on project

Mr. Tilly,
Thank you kindly for your comments on the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project, sent
via the project website comment form and also direct through the project email. We appreciate your perspective and long
history of familiarity with the corridor. Your comments will be shared with the project team.
The project team is available to speak with you to answer any questions you might have. We are likely to have more
information about the proposed project alternative later this fall. I will follow up with a phone call to you then with any
updates we have at that time. If you would like to discuss further before then please let me know.
Also, if you haven’t already seen them, presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available on the
project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: jim tilly <jltilly@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 11, 2021 11:30 AM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] comments on project

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.
7/11/21
To Whom It May Concern,
I am writing in response to the proposed work on the Seward Hwy from mile 109 to 105. We live right on the road at mile 108.5 at Rainbow and have been here for 40 years.
We moved in in1981 and the following summer was the start of a Seward Hwy 2-3 year project. We are the only house along the road and the project was designed to get the
rock around Rainbow Point. They decided the best place to place their rock crusher and heavy equipment was right at the end of our driveway. For 2.5 years we lived with the
roar of the rock crusher, the back up beepers of the heavy equipment, the choking dust and the nightly drilling and blasting around the corner. The road was closed from 7pm
until 10 pm nightly. Very often if we didn’t make it home before 7pm we were forced to wait until 10 pm. Often at 10pm the road was still covered with blasting material and
took many hours to clear enough for us to go home - right around the corner! Eventually the railroad track was paved to divert the traffic while the work continued. So even
though we were only right around the corner, we were forced to follow the tracks for miles down the highway before we could turn off and return the miles back to our house.
This working period was very noisy, invasive and very prolonged. We did get an area below our driveway that gave us some room before the highway, to park cars in the
winter, buffer the traffic from our house and those icy times when the driveway was very slick, we didn’t slide on to the highway and 55 mph traffic.
I write this history to give you an understanding of what we have been through in the past and the concessions we were obligated to endure for the road work.
Now we are at that point again! Very hard to believe. The main thrust of this project seems to be that drivers need to go 65 mph rather than 55 mph. The Seward Highway is a
Scenic Byway - one of the few in the US. The road provides breathtaking views of the mountains, ocean and wildlife. Beluga whales are often seen in the eddy in front of our
house. Tourists come to Alaska and to Turnagain Arm to take this all in. You can see it in the packed scenic turnouts along the way. Why in the world do they need to go
faster. Not far down the road, the highway opens up to 65 and the traffic moves very well. Millions of dollars so people can go faster?!

1

One of the proposals is extremely encroaching on us and our property! The fact that all the rock for this 4 mile project is coming from around the corner from our house, the
same place the rock in 1981 came from. This means more blasting, road closures and the destruction on Chugach State Park property. I look down the road at Bird Creek and
the parking lot that was created a few years ago. What an ugly blight on the landscape on this Scenic Byway! No foliage will grow there and I feel that this will be what we can
look forward to on this project.
Part of one proposal is to remove our parking area at the bottom of our driveway. This has become a great buffer from the busy highway noise and traffic. This is an area
when plowing our driveway we can pile the snow, park our cars when the driveway is too slick to drive up, and for guests to park. During the summer we get some noise buffer
from the foliage, but for 8 months of the year, the trees are bare and the highway and noise are very evident. We have small grandchildren that play down the driveway and
the space below without risk.
One thing we could use is a turn lane since people are not used to us turning in. I can’t count the times while about to turn left into our driveway, some crazy person, either
going too fast or not paying attention, would pass on the left. I alway watched my mirror before I turn and that has kept me and my family alive. A simple solution to a turn lane
would be a sign before with caution, vehicles turning ahead. Could even put a small solar panel on top so blink lights could get people’s attention. A cheap solution.
I know that my plea is a small voice, but this is our home and we feel that some say should be taken into consideration. All the folks that live up Rainbow Valley have many of
the same concerns. We are all very attached to Turnagain Arm, the view, the wildlife and Church State Park and the trail system. Please take my concerns into consideration.
Everyone else just drives by. We live here!
Sincerely
Jim Tilly
Rainbow mile 108.5
jltilly@gmail.com
907-653-7570
907-382-9661

2

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:01 AM
jltilly@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Ms. Tilly,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

Row 13
First Name

Laura

Last Name

Tilly

Date

07/11/21

Comment

Hello, I have lived at Mile108.5 Seward Hwy. for 40 years. I was a teacher
for ASD for 26 years so would drive the road every day. I think it is not a
good idea at all to raise the speed on the highway to 65 MPH. Yes, the road
is busy sometimes. But really for only about 25 days a year. The way I see
it is that the weekend traffic can be busy for the months of June, July and
August. I am looking out my window today a Sunday during fishing season
and see very little traffic. There will be more about 6 in the evening for only
for about 1 or 2 hrs. Is 65 MPH really worth it for 25-30 days a year? In the
ski season after the lifts close the road gets busy. But that is during the
winter with unpredictable winter road conditions. I believe that 65 MPH is
not safe during those times after a hard day of skiing. Please consider
doing what is right for the individuals that drive this beautiful road.
Accidents do happen on the corners of Rainbow Point and Windy Point but
usually because the individuals are traveling too fast. I don't believe it is
necessary to get rid of every corner of the Seward Hwy. It is a scenic byway
and is made to be enjoyed.

Phone Number 9073829661
1

Email

jltilly@gmail.com

Address

24153 Seward Hwy

–‒‒—‐‒‐–‒‒–‒‐‒‐‐‒—–‐

2

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Tuesday, July 13, 2021 7:45 AM
Mike D
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Turnagain arm trail comments

Mr. Donnellan,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Mike D <michael.d.donnellan@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 12, 2021 7:42 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Turnagain arm trail comments

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Hello,
I am writing to express my opinion that the paved multi‐use trail should be extended from Indian to Potter Marsh. I am a
resident of Girdwood and I frequently hike, bike, and ski the Bird to Gird trail. It is a huge asset not just for residents but
also visitors to the area. Extending the existing path would undoubtedly draw in even more users, which would benefit
the area economically. I personally usually stop at either the Brown Bear Saloon or the Turnagain Arm Pit barbecue joint
at the halfway point in Indian when using the path, before I head back on the return leg to Girdwood.
Thank you for considering my comment.
Mike Donnellan
PO Box 181
Girdwood AK 99587

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Tuesday, July 13, 2021 7:44 AM
Aaron Enriquez
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Mr. Enriquez,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Aaron Enriquez <aenriqu13@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 12, 2021 9:38 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Dear Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in project designs. The
newly extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start
meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically beneficial Pathway. A separated
segment would provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for countless
members of the public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events
that take place along this corridor. Please reconsider your decision of not planning for,
and omitting, non-motorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway for the
entirety of this project!
Thank you,
Aaron Enriquez
PS - I moved here from LA, and the biking access around here is one of my favorite things
about my new home. Let’s keep that momentum going!

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Tuesday, July 13, 2021 7:48 AM
Ron Felde
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Hi Charie,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Ron Felde <rfelde@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 12, 2021 10:34 AM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in project designs. The
newly extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start
meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically beneficial Pathway. A separated
segment would provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for countless
members of the public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events
that take place along this corridor.
Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, nonmotorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this
project!
We have biked to Girdwood for years, long before the Bird to Gird. The Bird to Gird trail
is a blessing not only for its asthetics but safety.It would be awesome to have an
extension of that off highway trail.
Thank you)
Charie Felde
1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Tuesday, July 13, 2021 7:47 AM
Ron Felde
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Hi Kris,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Ron Felde <rfelde@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 12, 2021 10:35 AM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in project designs. The
newly extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start
meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically beneficial Pathway. A separated
segment would provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for countless
members of the public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events
that take place along this corridor.
Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, nonmotorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this
project!
The Bird to Gird trail is one of my favorites. My family has had us biking this trail
since we were young kids. Make it even better for others.
Thank you,
(Kris Felde)

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Tuesday, July 13, 2021 7:46 AM
Ann Marie Larquier
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner bike/multiuse pathway comments

Ms. Larquier,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Ann Marie Larquier <alarquier@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 12, 2021 2:47 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner bike/multiuse pathway comments

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Hello,
I'm writing to express my concern that a bike/multiuse/non‐motorize path has not been included in the current vision
for the Windy Corner Project. Excluding a non‐motorized path is short‐sighted, especially since this section of road is
between two popular trailheads.
Since, from what I can tell, the 35% engineering designs have not been completed, the time is ripe to include a
pathway. I can only assume it would be way cheaper to design and implement at this point than to try and add in a
multiuse path at any other point in the future. This project needs to include a separated pathway with the vision to
eventually connect to the India‐Bird‐Girdwood bike path. A path would also help mitigate issues roads with wildlife
viewing.
Please reconsider your decision of not planning for, and omitting, non‐motorized facilities on Seward Highway projects.
Add a pathway to the entirety of this project!
I look forward to the preliminary engineering report and 35% design documents including a multiuse non‐motorized
path for further review.

1

Thank you,
Ann Marie Larquier
alarquier@gmail.com

2

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Tuesday, July 13, 2021 7:43 AM
Rya Leonard
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Hi Rya,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Rya Leonard <rudabug98@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, July 12, 2021 10:51 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

My Name is (Rya Leonard ) Dear Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska
Transportation Officials,The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in
project designs. The newly extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated
pathway. This will start meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically
beneficial Pathway. A separated segment would provide safe means of transportation and
mountain access for countless members of the public participating in commuting,
recreational movement, and race events that take place along this corridor.Please
reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, nonmotorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this
project! <BR> <BR> <BR>Thank You

Sent from my iPhone

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Monday, July 12, 2021 8:35 AM
curtistownsend@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Categories:

Red Category

Mr. Townsend,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Curtis

Last Name

Townsend

Date

07/12/21

Comment

I am excited for the new vehicle alignment along Windy Corner. I would
also like to see a separate pedestrian/bike path be included in the project.
Thank you!

Phone Number 9073559820
Email

curtistownsend@gmail.com

Address

19162 Mountain Rd Chugiak AK

‒‐—–‒—‐‒–‐——‐‐‒‒—‒‐—

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Tuesday, July 13, 2021 7:45 AM
Doris Von Tish
Doug Von Tish; PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Ms. Von Tish,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Doris Von Tish <dorisvontish@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, July 12, 2021 8:16 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Cc: Doug Von Tish <dvt3alaska@gmail.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Dear Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,The Seward
Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in project designs. The newly extended
Windy Corner project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start meeting the
need for a safe, healthy, and economically beneficial Pathway. A separated segment would
provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for countless members of the
public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events that take place
along this corridor.Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning
for, and omitting, non-motorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway to
the entirety of this project! Thank You Doris Von Tish

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Tuesday, July 13, 2021 7:44 AM
Douglas Von Tish
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Mr. Von Tish,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Douglas Von Tish <dvt3alaska@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 12, 2021 9:11 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

To the Alaska DOT Project Manager, Mr. Tom Schmid,
I am writing to express my support for including a separated pedestrian/bike pathway
in the Windy Corner area upgrade of the Seward Highway. In addition to giving safe
access to the area to people not in vehicles, this pathway would give motorists whose
vehicles become disabled a safe way to exit the area as well.
Thank you,
Douglas Von Tish
Anchorage

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Wednesday, July 14, 2021 3:36 PM
Lars Boehle
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Bike path

Mr. Boehle,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Lars Boehle <boehlecjl@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 13, 2021 3:36 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Bike path
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

At least look into the possibility of adding the path to the highway for the project.
Larry Boehle
9072305324
Sent from my iPhone

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Wednesday, July 14, 2021 3:35 PM
Kris Culbertson (Krisy ninja)
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Ms. Culbertson,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Kris Culbertson (Krisy ninja) <kris2lovegood@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 13, 2021 4:56 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Dear Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in project designs. The
newly extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start
meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically beneficial Pathway. A separated
segment would provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for countless
members of the public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events
that take place along this corridor. Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of
not planning for, and omitting, non-motorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add
a pathway to the entirety of this project!
Thank You,
Kristina Culbertson
Kris2lovegood@gmail.com

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Wednesday, July 14, 2021 3:36 PM
John Evingson
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Mr. Evingson,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: John Evingson <evingcycle@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 13, 2021 4:12 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

My Name is John Evingson,
Dear Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,The
Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in project designs. The newly
extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start
meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically beneficial Pathway. A separated
segment would provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for countless
members of the public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events
that take place along this corridor.Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of
not planning for, and omitting, non-motorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add
a pathway to the entirety of this project! <BR> <BR> <BR>
Thank You,
John

Sent from my iPhone

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Wednesday, July 14, 2021 3:34 PM
Peter Hinds
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Mr. Hinds,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Peter Hinds <peterbit60@icloud.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 13, 2021 10:35 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in project designs. The newly
extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start
meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically beneficial Pathway. A separated
segment would provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for countless
members of the public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events
that take place along this corridor. Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of
not planning for, and omitting, non-motorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add
a pathway to the entirety of this project!
Peter Hinds
9073501235

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Tuesday, July 13, 2021 2:29 PM
krystalhoke@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Ms. Hoke,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Krystal

Last Name

Hoke

Date

07/13/21

Comment

Dear Commissioner MacKinnon, We are writing to request that the Windy
Corner project include a separated bike path. The Windy Corner project is
critical for safety and we support it moving forward—a separated bike path
is essential for a complete project that achieves our shared safety
objectives. Right now, cyclists regularly use the shoulder of the Seward
Highway between Potter Marsh and Indian. It is imperative we close this
gap as we complete Seward Highway improvements. Enabling cyclists to
use a separated path reduces the likelihood of automobile/bicycle collisions
and reduces the potential that cars veer toward or across the center line to
avoid cyclists in the shoulder. Finally, a shared use path is an important
part of Southcentral Alaska’s recreational tourism infrastructure. Many
bicyclists visit Alaska for long rides, and helping close this missing link
would contribute to long term growth among independent travelers, many of
whom seek outdoor activities to explore Alaska. Thank you for your
consideration and your department’s work to improve the Seward Highway
corridor.

1

Phone Number 907-301-1558
Email

krystalhoke@gmail.com

Address
‐—‐‐——‐‐–‐‒—‒‐—–‐——‒

2

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Wednesday, July 14, 2021 3:35 PM
Branden Lashua
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Mr. Lashua,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Branden Lashua <bllamaunicorn@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 13, 2021 9:44 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

My Name is Branden Lashua, Dear Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska
Transportation Officials,The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in
project designs. The newly extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated
pathway. This will start meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically
beneficial Pathway. A separated segment would provide safe means of transportation and
mountain access for countless members of the public participating in commuting,
recreational movement, and race events that take place along this corridor.Please
reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, nonmotorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this
project! <BR> <BR> <BR>Thank You

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Wednesday, July 14, 2021 3:38 PM
Rhianna Murphy
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Ms. Murphy,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Rhianna Murphy <rhiannamurphy1996@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 13, 2021 5:36 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

My Name is Rhianna Murphy
Dear Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,The Seward Highway is no place to
exclude non‐motorize users in project designs. The newly extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated
pathway. This will start meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically beneficial Pathway. A separated segment
would provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for countless members of the public participating in
commuting, recreational movement, and race events that take place along this corridor.Please reconsider your
precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, non‐motorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a
pathway to the entirety of this project!

Thank You

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Wednesday, July 14, 2021 3:35 PM
Diana Owensby
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Ms. Owensby,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Diana Owensby <dodhandmade@icloud.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 13, 2021 9:03 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

My Name is Diana Owensby.
Dear Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,The Seward
Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in project designs. The newly extended
Windy Corner project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start meeting the
need for a safe, healthy, and economically beneficial Pathway. A separated segment would
provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for countless members of the
public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events that take place
along this corridor.Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning
for, and omitting, non-motorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway to
the entirety of this project. Windy Corner to Rainbow Point!
Thank You

Sent from my iPhone

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Wednesday, July 14, 2021 3:36 PM
Kyler Teske
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Mr. Teske,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Kyler Teske <arcanzo@icloud.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 13, 2021 4:12 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

My Name is Jethro Teske.
Dear Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials, The
Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in project designs. The newly
extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start
meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically beneficial Pathway. A separated
segment would provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for countless
members of the public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events
that take place along this corridor. Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of
not planning for, and omitting, non-motorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add
a pathway to the entirety of this project! Thank You

Sent from my iPhone

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Wednesday, July 14, 2021 3:33 PM
Burke Anderson
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Bird to Gird Extension

Hi Burke,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Burke Anderson <burkericker@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 1:24 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Bird to Gird Extension
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Hello DOWL engineers,
I’m writing to show my support for an extension of the Bird to Gird bike path along this
next section of highway work. Not only is a paved path a GIANT safety improvement, it is
a wonderful recreational and economic driver for the area. Turnagain Arm is a natural
jewel that we all should enjoy. A key to making it equally available to all citizens is
multiple forms of access. Please consider the addition of a separate paved bike path on
this project from Windy to Rainbow.
Burke Anderson

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Wednesday, July 14, 2021 3:33 PM
Ava B
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Extend the Bird to Gird Path

Hi Ava,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Ava B <seaturtle.ava@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 2:02 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Extend the Bird to Gird Path
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

As a local in Anchorage, I’ve grown up biking on the Bird to Gird trail! But, since it
only goes from bird creek to Girdwood, I have to drive far so that I can go biking. So if
the trail went from anchorage to Girdwood there would be a great tourist attraction plus
it would get people to go biking more often!
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Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, July 15, 2021 10:50 AM
cartierkservices@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Ms. Cartier,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: cartierkservices@gmail.com <cartierkservices@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 9:21 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Hello,
I am in favor of adding the separated multi-use pathway to the scope of the Windy Corner
Project.
A vision for the future of Alaska residents and visitors to Alaska would benefit from
adding this multi-use pathway (now) for many years to come.
This multi-use pathway could potentially also benefit in the proposed the pathway from
Seward to Fairbanks.
The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in project designs. The
newly extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start
meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically beneficial Pathway.
A separated segment would provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for
countless members of the public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and
race events that take place along this corridor.
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Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, nonmotorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this
project!
Thank you,
Annette Cartier

Sent from my iPhone

2

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, July 15, 2021 10:51 AM
Andrew Castelli
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Mr. Castelli,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Andrew Castelli <andrewcastelli@live.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 6:08 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

My Name is Andrew Castelli Dear Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska
Transportation Officials,The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in
project designs. The newly extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated
pathway. This will start meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically
beneficial Pathway. A separated segment would provide safe means of transportation and
mountain access for countless members of the public participating in commuting,
recreational movement, and race events that take place along this corridor.Please
reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, nonmotorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this
project!

Thank You

-Andrew
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Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Wednesday, July 14, 2021 3:33 PM
gkconitz
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Mr. Conitz,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: gkconitz <gkconitz@ak.net>
Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 9:34 AM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

My Name is Gregg Conitz. Dear Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska
Transportation Officials,The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in
project designs. The newly extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated
pathway. This will start meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically
beneficial Pathway. A separated segment would provide safe means of transportation and
mountain access for countless members of the public participating in commuting,
recreational movement, and race events that take place along this corridor.Please
reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, nonmotorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this
project! I would also like to commend all involved in the current project at the Indian
Creek bridge for nicely preserving the existing parking lot and trail. I value this trail
very highly and use it frequently. An extension of the existing trail would be a
tremendous asset for recreation in the Anchorage area for generations to come!! Thank You

Sent from my iPhone

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Wednesday, July 14, 2021 3:39 PM
Graham Downey
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Bike path

Mr. Downey,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Graham Downey <graham.p.downey@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 11:42 AM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Bike path

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Dear Tom Schmid,
I am strongly in favor of adding a separated bike lane to the windy corner project. The relatively small cost of building it
now (rather than doing a whole new project later) makes this an easy choice. And as you can clearly see from the other
portions of the separated path, this would certainly be a well used and loved trail, and would perhaps even relieve some
of the slower traffic on the road for folks who take that trip for the views.
Yours,
Graham Downey
Anchorage, AK
‐‐
Sent from a phone.
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Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Wednesday, July 14, 2021 3:38 PM
Mandy Hawes
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comments- Alyeska Resort

Ms. Hawes,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Mandy Hawes <mhawes@alyeskaresort.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 1:14 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Comments‐ Alyeska Resort

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Dear Commissioner Mackinnon,
Thank you for progressing the Windy Corner highway improvement project. This is a vital project for the safety of all
Alaskans, as well as our year round visitors. We are writing to request that the Windy Corner project include a separated
bike path as part of the overall project. The Windy Corner project is critical for safety and we support it moving forward;
a separated bike path is essential for a complete project that achieves our shared safety objectives.
Right now, cyclists regularly use the shoulder of the Seward Highway between Potter Marsh and Indian. It is imperative
we close this gap as we complete Seward Highway improvements. Enabling cyclists to use a separated path reduces the
likelihood of automobile/bicycle collisions and reduces the potential that cars veer toward or across the center line to
avoid cyclists in the shoulder. Finally, a shared use path is an important part of Southcentral Alaska’s recreational
tourism infrastructure. Many bicyclists visit Alaska for long rides, and helping close this missing link would contribute to
long term growth among independent travelers, many of whom seek outdoor activities to explore Alaska.
Thank you for your consideration and your department’s work to improve the Seward Highway corridor.
Mandy
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Mandy Hawes
General Manager
Alyeska Resort & The Hotel Alyeska
mhawes@alyeskaresort.com
business | 907‐754‐2246
mobile/text | 907‐227‐6061
www.alyeskaresort.com
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Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, July 15, 2021 10:49 AM
ghomar003@yahoo.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Mr. Higgins,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Greg

Last Name

Higgins

Date

07/14/21

Comment

This is a great idea. Cycling the highway is scary in this area.

Phone Number 541-941-5104
Email

ghomar003@yahoo.com

Address

6201 Trappers Trail,. Anchorage. AK. 98516

‐‐‐–‐‐—–‐‒—‐——‐‐–‒‐–
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Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, July 15, 2021 10:49 AM
chinds100@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Mr. Hinds,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Cory

Last Name

Hinds

Date

07/14/21

Comment

Hello DOT&PF, I support inclusion of the separated non-motorized pathway
in the Windy - Rainbow project. Inclusion of this extended pathway will
increase safety for vehicles and pedestrians and bikers. It is a good use of
our funding and should be constructed with the highway reconstruction
while we have the chance. Thank you for considering this input in your
project. Regards, Cory Hinds Anchorage

Phone Number 9072296809
Email

chinds100@gmail.com

Address

3935 BALCHEN DR.

‒‐‐——‐–‐——‒––‐——‐—‒‐
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Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, July 15, 2021 10:50 AM
Howard Levine
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Mr. Levine,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Howard Levine <levinehowardh@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 9:13 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Hello,
The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in project designs. The
newly extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start
meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically beneficial Pathway. A separated
segment would provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for countless
members of the public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events
that take place along this corridor.
Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, nonmotorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this
project!
Thank you,
Howard Levine
(907) 317-1958
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Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Wednesday, July 14, 2021 3:34 PM
Cat Rose
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Hi Cathleen,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Cat Rose <alaskanbutterfly@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 8:38 AM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

My Name is Cathleen Rose Dear Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska
Transportation Officials,The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in
project designs. The newly extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated
pathway. This will start meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically
beneficial Pathway. A separated segment would provide safe means of transportation and
mountain access for countless members of the public participating in commuting,
recreational movement, and race events that take place along this corridor.Please
reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, nonmotorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this
project! <BR> <BR> <BR>Thank You

Sent from my iPhone

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Mandy Hawes <mhawes@alyeskaresort.com>
Wednesday, July 14, 2021 3:51 PM
Katie Conway
PUB-WindyCorner
[EXT] RE: Windy Corner Comments- Alyeska Resort

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Excellent. Thank you!
From: Katie Conway <kconway@dowl.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 3:38 PM
To: Mandy Hawes <mhawes@alyeskaresort.com>
Cc: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: RE: Windy Corner Comments‐ Alyeska Resort
Ms. Hawes,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Mandy Hawes <mhawes@alyeskaresort.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 1:14 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Comments‐ Alyeska Resort

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Dear Commissioner Mackinnon,
Thank you for progressing the Windy Corner highway improvement project. This is a vital project for the safety of all
Alaskans, as well as our year round visitors. We are writing to request that the Windy Corner project include a separated
bike path as part of the overall project. The Windy Corner project is critical for safety and we support it moving forward;
a separated bike path is essential for a complete project that achieves our shared safety objectives.
Right now, cyclists regularly use the shoulder of the Seward Highway between Potter Marsh and Indian. It is imperative
we close this gap as we complete Seward Highway improvements. Enabling cyclists to use a separated path reduces the
1

likelihood of automobile/bicycle collisions and reduces the potential that cars veer toward or across the center line to
avoid cyclists in the shoulder. Finally, a shared use path is an important part of Southcentral Alaska’s recreational
tourism infrastructure. Many bicyclists visit Alaska for long rides, and helping close this missing link would contribute to
long term growth among independent travelers, many of whom seek outdoor activities to explore Alaska.
Thank you for your consideration and your department’s work to improve the Seward Highway corridor.
Mandy

Mandy Hawes
General Manager
Alyeska Resort & The Hotel Alyeska
mhawes@alyeskaresort.com
business | 907‐754‐2246
mobile/text | 907‐227‐6061
www.alyeskaresort.com
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Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Friday, July 23, 2021 11:39 AM
Diana Rhoades; Beth Nordlund
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: comments on Windy Point MP 105-109.5

Ms. Nordlund and Ms. Rhoades,
Thank you for your letter and your continuing interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team.
Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Diana Rhoades <diana@anchorageparkfoundation.org>
Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2021 4:13 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Cc: Beth Nordlund <beth@anchorageparkfoundation.org>
Subject: [EXT] comments on Windy Point MP 105‐109.5

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. Please see attached.
Diana Rhoades
Director of Community Engagement
Direct 907.249. 6652 Mobile 520.982.4178
anchorageparkfoundation.org
Working Together to Improve the Parks and Trails You Love!
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July 15, 2021
Tom Schmid, P.E. – Project Manager
DOT&PF Central Region Preliminary Design & Environmental
PO Box 196900
Anchorage, AK 99519-6900
Email: Windycorner@dowl.com
Dear Mr. Schmid,
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the Windy Point to Rainbow Point project (MP
105 to 109.5). We are grateful that you took into consideration the extensive community support for a
separated path on this corridor to walk, bike and roll.
Biking has grown substantially in popularity since improvements to this section of road were originally
considered. E-bikes have led to a huge new influx of bicyclists and have made commuting by bike over
longer distances possible. Improving safety is a major stated goal of this project, and including a
separated pathway is crucial to realize that goal.
We are strong supporters of the proposed Alaska Long Trail - a 500-mile hiking trail from Seward to
Fairbanks that includes connections to Anchorage from the Mat-Su and Girdwood. This section of the
trail is critical. The idea has gained bipartisan political support and is being endorsed by economic
development and tourism organizations throughout Alaska that say the trail could become a mecca for
hikers and adventurers, encouraging them to stay longer in Alaska and spend money. Investing in trails
and related outdoor recreation facilities is essential infrastructure, with proven, cost-effective capacity
to support local jobs and businesses.
Based on data from the State of Alaska’s Visitors Statistics program, if half of a typical years’ out of state
visitors to Alaska stayed one more day, they would pump an additional $137 million into Alaska’s
economy. Adding a multi-use trail and improving Chugach State Park trailhead parking will help draw
residents and tourists who will have more reasons to spend time and money in the area.
Thanks again for the opportunity to weigh in on this important project.
Sincerely,

Beth Nordlund, Executive Director
Anchorage Park Foundation

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Friday, July 16, 2021 12:20 PM
BJ Arkell
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Hi BJ,

Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: BJ Arkell <bjarkell@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2021 7:11 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

My Name is BJ Arkell, Dear Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska
Transportation Officials,The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in
project designs. The newly extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated
pathway. This will start meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically
beneficial Pathway. A separated segment would provide safe means of transportation and
mountain access for countless members of the public participating in commuting,
recreational movement, and race events that take place along this corridor.Please
reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, nonmotorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this
project!
Thank You
BJ Arkell

Sent from my iPhone

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, July 15, 2021 10:49 AM
smbailey@mtaonline.net
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Mr. Bailey,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Scott

Last Name

Bailey

Date

07/15/21

Comment

My family has ridden the Indian to Girdwood bike trail in the summer for
over a decade It ia a great trail. However with limited parking in Indian
spreading out the trail traffic to Rainbow with More parking there will
provide a longer and safer route from Anchorage to Girdwood. For me
riding on the highway shoulder is unsafe at ANY TIME. This is a great
opportunity to expand riding for training and just leisurely SAFE bike riding.

Phone Number 9076967250
Email

smbailey@mtaonline.net

Address

10335 Stewart Drive Eagle River, AK

—‐–—‐—–‒‐—‒‐‐‒‐‐—‐‐‐
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Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Tuesday, July 20, 2021 3:58 PM
Devora Barrera
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner to Rainbow (MP105-109.5) project

Ms. Barrera,
Thank you for your letter and all the comments from the Bike Anchorage community. We appreciate your continued
interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your letter, and all the comments
we’ve received from your members, will be shared with the project team.
Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Devora Barrera <dev@bikeanchorage.org>
Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2021 12:55 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner to Rainbow (MP105‐109.5) project

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Attached is a letter from Bike Anchorage regarding the Windy Corner update project "Windy to Rainbow"
MP105-109.5.
Thank you,

1

July 15th, 2021

Dear Windy to Rainbow Project Team,

We write to comment on the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point
project. We are pleased to see that the plans for this project include the consideration of
constructing a paved, separated pathway along the project corridor. We urge the team to commit
to making the path a priority for the project to improve safety for all highway travelers.
The Seward Highway is the only transportation corridor to travel south from Anchorage and is
thus used by various travelers and recreationists. Bicyclists frequently travel this route and
currently must use the highway shoulder in the Windy to Rainbow corridor. The stated primary
purpose of the project is to improve safety on the Seward Highway, but the protection of
non-motorized users will not be improved without a path. Instead, the planned changes to the
highway could further reduce safety for non-motorized users. Straightening curves and adding
passing lanes will increase vehicle speeds and thus the speed differential between motorized and
non-motorized users. Adding turning lanes and merge zones will also create additional points of
conflict between the main traffic lane(s) and the highway shoulder. Adding a separated path will
therefore be essential to improve safety for non-motorized users in the project corridor.
Previous planning documents have also indicated the need for a separated path to improve
safety. The Chugach State Park Management Plan (Feb 2016; pg 114), Turnagain Arm
Comprehensive Plan (MOA, 2009; pg 28), and Area-wide Trails Plan (MOA, 1997; pg 54-55) all
call for a separated path to be built along the highway from Potter to Indian.
Given the demonstrated need for a paved, separated path along the highway in the Windy to
Rainbow corridor, we support a project concept that will expand the right-of-way and allow space
for a pathway. We urge the project team to move forward with Concept 2 or 3 rather than taking
no action or working within the existing right-of-way (Concept 1). Please let us know if we can
supply any further information on the need for a pathway along this project corridor.
We look forward to providing input on the project designs as they move forward.
Thank you,

Devora Barrera Gonzalez
Director, Bike Anchorage
info@bikeanchorage.org

www.bikeanchorage.org

(510) 478-4279

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, July 15, 2021 10:46 AM
minbaum@msn.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Ms. Baum,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Mindy

Last Name

Baum

Date

07/15/21

Comment

I strongly support the extension of the bike trail as it would be beneficial to
the members of the community who would use it personally as well as
benefit economically from it being developed from a tourist perspective.

Phone Number 19079800070
Email

minbaum@msn.com

Address

8515 CORMORANT COVE CIR

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, July 15, 2021 10:47 AM
JBenucci@msn.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Mr. Benucci,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Joe

Last Name

Benucci

Date

07/15/21

Comment

Please extend the “Bird to Gird” pedestrian walk, run, bike multi-use trail as
part of your Windy Corner road safety improvement project. Extending the
trail will enhance public safety, expand alternative transportation
opportunities that are carbon neutral, and provide increased connectivity of
the recently enacted Federal law related to the “Alaska Long Trail”. This is a
great opportunity and an excellent use of Public Funds.

Phone Number
Email

JBenucci@msn.com

Address

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Friday, July 16, 2021 12:19 PM
Brandon
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: windy to rainbow path

Hi Brandon,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Brandon <gnuntoo@protonmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2021 1:42 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] windy to rainbow path

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Hello, I support building a separated path along the highway corridor for the windy to rainbow project

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Friday, July 16, 2021 12:18 PM
wrbrennan@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Mr. Brennan,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

William

Last Name

Brennan

Date

07/15/21

Comment

Please consider construction of a bike path from this project area that can
connect to the Bird to Gird Trail. This is a favorite trail of a wide variety of
Southcentral families, and extending it would be an appreciated resource.
This would also provide a safer highway experience, by getting bikers off of
the shoulder, and providing further separation from climbers and other
pedestrians and recreational users. This could ultimately make it possible
for safe non-motorized travel between Girdwood and Anchorage, an
experience that I think many would enjoy and make use of. If this
connection is made I could foresee a future where out of state travelers
found their way from the airport to the Turnagain Arm Trail, onto the bike
path, then connect to the INHT in Girdwood to points south and the Kenai
Peninsula. This would be a unique and world class experience, to fly into a
major metropolitan area and head into the backcountry by one's own
power. To have a small gap between Windy Corner and Indian would be a
true shame. It seems inevitable that if that were the case there would be
vocal public disappointment, and it would only be more costly to make the
connection at a later date. Please don't miss this opportunity to provide safe
pedestrian and bike travel through Turnagain Arm!
1

Phone Number

9075299731

Email

wrbrennan@gmail.com

Address

PO Box 1306, Girdwood

–‐‒–—‐‒–‐‐–‒‒‐——–‐–‐

2

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, July 15, 2021 10:48 AM
Sageabroad@yahoo.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Hi Sage,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Sage

Last Name

Cohen

Date

07/15/21

Comment

I strongly support a separated ped-bike path for this project. Not just a
painted shoulder. The Bird-to-Gird trail should be extended. Safety, fitness,
tourism economy all benefits!

Phone Number
Email

Sageabroad@yahoo.com

Address

99501


‒‐–‐‐‐—‒–‒—‐‐‐‒‐–—–‐

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, July 15, 2021 10:45 AM
olivia.cohn@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Ms. Cohn,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Olivia

Last Name

Cohn

Date

07/15/21

Comment

Thank you for leading this work to improve safety in this area. I would like to
reiterate support for the proposed non-motorized pathway between Windy
Corner and Rainbow trailheads that is currently under consideration for this
project. From the perspective of a driver and a cyclist who uses this
highway, a pathway and/or an expanded shoulder would increase safety. If
a non-motorized pathway is proposed through design, please consider
safety features for transitioning cyclists between the highway and the nonmotorized pathway -- biking improvements and signage for drivers and
bikers would be great! Thank you for considering my comment.

Phone Number
Email

olivia.cohn@gmail.com

Address

Anchorage, 99503
1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Friday, July 16, 2021 12:19 PM
farrens@mtaonline.net
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Mr. Farrens,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Daryl

Last Name

Farrens

Date

07/15/21

Comment

I am in favor of adding the bike trail to the current highway project from
milepost 105 to 110 of the Seward Highway.

Phone Number 907-376-2169
Email

farrens@mtaonline.net

Address

7407 N. Grouse Lp. Wasilla, AK

––‐‐‒‐–—‒‒‐‐——‒‐‐‒—‒

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, July 15, 2021 10:45 AM
Callie Gesmundo
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Ms. Gesmundo,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Callie Gesmundo <callie.gesmundo@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2021 10:16 AM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Dear Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,
The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non‐motorize users in project designs. The newly extended Windy Corner
project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically
beneficial Pathway. A separated segment would provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for
countless members of the public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events that take place
along this corridor.Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, non‐motorized
facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this project!

Thank You
Callie Gesmundo

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Friday, July 16, 2021 12:19 PM
eagreer2001@yahoo.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Ms. Greer,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Last Name Date

Phone Number Email

Address

Elizabeth

Greer

07/22/21

Shoulder should be
8 foot wide to
accommodate
bikes and
emergencies

(562) 5375392

eagreer2001@yahoo.com

2001
Solstice
circle

Elizabeth

Greer

07/15/21

Consider a one
way tunnel for
northbound traffic
only.

(562) 5375392

eagreer2001@yahoo.com

2001
Solstice
circle
99503

36

37

Comment

‐‐‐—‐‒‐–—‐‒‐‐‐—‐–‒‐—

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, July 15, 2021 10:46 AM
chelseagrimstad@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Ms. Grimstad,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Chelsea

Last Name

Grimstad

Date

07/15/21

Comment

Please prioritize the inclusion of a multi-use pathway in this project for
pedestrians and cyclists. This will keep vulnerable road users off the
roadway and improve the health and well-being of all who recreate and
travel through this section of the highway. This area is already a draw for
those who are sightseeing, cycling, hiking and otherwise exploring the area;
such users on the shoulder of the roadway represent a hazard for both
motorists and others.

Phone Number
Email

chelseagrimstad@gmail.com

Address

Palmer, AK

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, July 15, 2021 11:42 AM
scgruhn@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Mr. Gruhn,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Steven

Last Name

Gruhn

Date

07/15/21

Comment

I support the addition of a bike trail along the Seward Highway for this
segment so that it would extend the Bird to Gird Bike Trail west to Rainbow.

Phone Number 9073441219
Email

scgruhn@gmail.com

Address

2960 Sun Spot Circle


––‐‐–‐–‐—‒‐–‒–—‐‐‒—–

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, July 15, 2021 10:51 AM
Maureen Hintz
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Ms. Hintz,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Maureen Hintz <maureenhintz@comcast.net>
Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2021 9:31 AM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

My Name is Maureen
Dear Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,The Seward
Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in project designs. The newly extended
Windy Corner project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start meeting the
need for a safe, healthy, and economically beneficial Pathway. A separated segment would
provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for countless members of the
public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events that take place
along this corridor.Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning
for, and omitting, non-motorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway to
the entirety of this project!
Thank You

Sent from my iPhone

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Friday, July 16, 2021 12:20 PM
Kelly Holland
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Hi Kelly,

Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Kelly Holland <hollandkk@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2021 7:10 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

My Name is Kelly Arkell. Dear Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska
Transportation Officials,The Seward Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in
project designs. The newly extended Windy Corner project needs to include a separated
pathway. This will start meeting the need for a safe, healthy, and economically
beneficial Pathway. A separated segment would provide safe means of transportation and
mountain access for countless members of the public participating in commuting,
recreational movement, and race events that take place along this corridor.Please
reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning for, and omitting, nonmotorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway to the entirety of this
project!
Thank You

Sent from my iPhone

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, July 15, 2021 10:47 AM
claireallynkaufman@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Ms. Kaufman,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Claire

Last Name

Kaufman

Date

07/15/21

Comment

Our household strongly supports the construction of a separate, nonmotorized pathway between the Windy Corner and Rainbow trailheads.
Envisioning a future where it would be possible to safely bike along the
Seward Highway and Turnagain Arm is exciting. Thank you

Phone Number 9073123223
Email

claireallynkaufman@gmail.com

Address

3251 East 41st Ave Anchorage Ak 99508

‐–‒–‐–––‐‐‐—–––‐‐‐—–

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, July 15, 2021 1:06 PM
Brigitte Lacouture
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Ms. Lacouture and Mr. Paley,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Brigitte Lacouture <brigitte.lacouture@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2021 12:28 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Dear Tom,
Our names are Brigitte Lacouture & Norman Paley and we have lived in Alaska for over 25
years. Our favorite bicycle path is by a long shot the Bird to Gird pathway. It is a
safe and scenic route that truly gives the rider an appreciation of the beauty of Alaska.
We have been lucky to have traveled the world and certainly this bicycle path (albeit
short) is in our view one of the best. Where else in the world can one be riding next to
such scenery and be stopped by moose and bear cubs!
I understand that there is the possibility of extending this great asset alongside the
Turnagain arm so as to safely extend the bicycle path. Our dream would be to safely ride
from our home in South Anchorage all the way to Girdwood but although there is a shoulder
on the main highway and some cyclists do take it, having driven on that road numerous
times and witness first hand how bad some motorized drivers are, I would not do it.
Thank you for reading this email and considering this testimony,
Yours truly,
Brigitte Lacouture & Norman Paley
1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, July 15, 2021 10:48 AM
flahr@mail2frank.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Mr. Lahr,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Frank

Last Name

Lahr

Date

07/15/21

Comment

I am a frequent user of this section of highway and would like to see the
"Bird to Gird" pathway extended farther up the highway. I hope this can be
included in consideration for this current project plan.

Phone Number
Email

flahr@mail2frank.com

Address

2440 E Tudor Rd, Unit 790

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, July 15, 2021 10:47 AM
victoria.lytle@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Ms. Lytle,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Victoria

Last Name

Lytle

Date

07/15/21

Comment

I support the pathway/bike path extension along this section from Windy to
Rainbow. It is safer to have a separate path, and will encourage more use
along the existing trail.

Phone Number 9073518246
Email

victoria.lytle@gmail.com

Address

1527 K St Anchorage 99501

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Friday, July 16, 2021 12:58 PM
Jon.mapes@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Mr. Mapes,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com






Comments
Changes since 7/16/21 8:24 AM

First Name

Jonathan

Last Name

Mapes

Date

07/15/21

Comment

I am willing to pay more taxes to extend all bike trails in Anchorage vicinity,
including to Potter Valley area, and towards Palmer and Wasilla. Even a
broad shoulder on the highway is better than nothing. Thanks.

Phone Number 907-748-5669
1

Email

Jon.mapes@gmail.com

Address

10860 Glazanof Drive

2

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, July 15, 2021 10:46 AM
mattnedom@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Mr. Nedom,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

matt

Last Name

nedom

Date

07/15/21

Comment

I've enjoyed having the bike trail to ride between Bird and Girdwood. I
would love to see the trail continued and maintained all the way to
Anchorage. I enjoy the trails we have now in Anchorage and also welcome
the development of more ridable trails throughout town. Thank you

Phone Number 907.278.3648
Email

mattnedom@gmail.com

Address

pobox 244851 Anchorage

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, July 15, 2021 10:47 AM
Stan1olsen@yahoo.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Mr. Olsen,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Stanley

Last Name

Olsen

Date

07/15/21

Comment

The existing multi usr pathway provides a safe, beautiful way for walkers,
bikers and runners to enjoy the beautiful Turnagain Arm scenery. I have
ridden the trail summer and winter. It's a much preferred route than riding
the noisy and dangerous, even in a car, highway.. I strongly request that
the plan includes the extension of the multi use path way.

Phone Number 9072313581
Email

Stan1olsen@yahoo.com

Address

6620 e 11th ave

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, July 15, 2021 12:02 PM
parmscott@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Mr. Parmelee,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Scott

Last Name

Parmelee

Date

07/15/21

Comment

I am a cyclist who would appreciate expanding the bicycling and walking
opportunities along this new construction.

Phone Number
Email

parmscott@gmail.com

Address

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Katie Conway
Friday, July 23, 2021 12:12 PM
rabbitcreekcc@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner; rep.james.kaufman@akleg.gov; Senator.Roger.Holland@akleg.gov; Weddleton,
John; suzanne.lafrance@anchorageak.gov; Corwin, William B (DNR); ryan.yelle05@gmail.com;
piper.machamer@outlook.com; info@bikeanchorage.org; nancypease2@gmail.com;
Dianne.rccc@gmail.com; carl.johnson.rccc@gmail.com; Michelle.turner.rccc@gmail.com;
annr.rccc@gmail.com
RE: RCCC comments on Revised Scoping for Windy Corner MP 105-109.5

Ms. Rappoport and other members of the Rabbit Creek Community Council,
Thank you kindly for your detailed comments on the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point
project; they have been shared with the project team.
Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Rabbit Creek Community Council <rabbitcreekcc@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2021 2:38 PM
To: Elliott, Brian A (DOT) <brian.elliott@alaska.gov>
Cc: Kaufman, James D (LEG) <rep.james.kaufman@akleg.gov>; Holland, Roger D (LEG)
<Senator.Roger.Holland@akleg.gov>; Weddleton, John <john.weddleton@anchorageak.gov>; Suzanne LaFrance
<suzanne.lafrance@anchorageak.gov>; Corwin, William B (DNR) <ben.corwin@alaska.gov>; ryan.yelle05
<ryan.yelle05@gmail.com>; piper.machamer@outlook.com; info@bikeanchorage.org; Pease, Nancy
<nancypease2@gmail.com>; Dianne Holmes <Dianne.rccc@gmail.com>; Carl Johnson <carl.johnson.rccc@gmail.com>;
Michelle Turner <Michelle.turner.rccc@gmail.com>; Ann Rappoport <annr.rccc@gmail.com>
Subject: RCCC comments on Revised Scoping for Windy Corner MP 105‐109.5

Hello The Rabbit Creek Community Council has been closely following the Windy Corner MP 105-109.5 project for
many years and has been providing comments as this proposal has developed. Please accept our attached
comments on the revised scoping for this project.
If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact us.
Sincerely,
1

Ann Rappoport, Co-chair
907-230-3187
Rabbit Creek Community Council
1057 W. Fireweed Lane, Ste. 100
Anchorage, AK 99503
"Like" us on Facebook!
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Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Friday, July 23, 2021 11:58 AM
dorothy.childers3@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner; Jeremiah Drage; Chuck Mobley <charlesmmobley@gmail.com>; Garret & Mystie
Spargo; Art Davidson <artd@gci.net>
RE: FW: Windy Corner to Rainbow comments

Ms. Childers,
Thank you for your comments on the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project, sent in a
letter via email to Brian Elliott and also through the project website’s comment form. These comments have be shared
with the project team. As noted in our response to the comments you sent through the project website, presentation
materials from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Dorothy Childers <dorothy.childers3@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2021 4:34 PM
To: Elliott, Brian A (DOT) <brian.elliott@alaska.gov>
Cc: Jeremiah Drage <jerdrage@gmail.com>; Chuck Mobley <charlesmmobley@gmail.com>; Garret & Mystie Spargo
<gemils@gmail.com>; Art Davidson <artd@gci.net>
Subject: Windy Corner to Rainbow comments
Brian - Attached are further scoping comments from the Rainbow Valley Homeowners Association for the July 15
deadline.
I have cc’d the RVHA board of directors. I also submitted them via the DOT online comment site.
Thank you,
Dorothy Childers
(907) 227-3897

1

To: Brian Elliott, DOT Regional Environmental Manager
By email: brian.elliott@alaska.gov and via Windy Corner Project website online comment form
Re: Comments regarding Notice of Intent to Begin Engineering and Environmental Studies and Flood
Plain Encroachment: Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point (comments invited
at DOT public forum on 6/15/21)
Fr: Rainbow Valley Homeowners Association, Richard Ibarguen and Jan Flanders, and Laura and Jim Tilly
Date:

July 15, 2021

These comments are submitted on behalf of the Rainbow Valley Homeowners Association (RVHA) and
neighbors Richard Ibarguen and Jan Flanders, and Laura and Jim Tilly. We live on in-holdings within the
Chugach State Park and at the Seward Highway, and access our homes from a shared driveway located
at MP 108.5 of the Seward Highway.
Thank you for the opportunity to make these preliminary comments on your EA process for the Windy
to Rainbow highway project.
1. First, be flexible about your project objective of a 65mph standard for this section of road.
As expressed in past comments on this project, we remain concerned about the scale of the project and
the 65mph justification for it. We believe maintaining the safety corridor designation is a solid feature to
safety on the Seward Highway.
2. Sound issues. Several years ago Rainbow Valley residents objected to the noise effects from the
proposed moving of the highway out onto the mud flats.
Noise from traffic and the train can already be quite loud in certain conditions. Based on observations
from experience living in Rainbow Valley, both humidity and wind appear to be responsible for the
variability. Also, the valley is like a funnel and noise travels to some houses farther from the highway if
they are in the line of sight.
A sound study at the time was dismissive of our concerns, but did not clearly correlate the results to
atmospheric conditions.
We considered the study incomplete and remain concerned that the study was flawed and the
conclusions self-serving. We request a review of the sound impacts of moving the road onto the flats
under a variety of conditions and not limited to distance from the noise source.
3. Belugas regularly feed in the eddies of rocky points between Windy Corner and McHugh Creek.
Rainbow Valley residents have logged beluga observations and we share some of that information here.
Those points are located at: Windy-MP106.8, Rainbow-MP108.7, Beluga Pt.-MP110.2, and, less often, at
McHugh Ck-MP112. On a high, falling tide 3-5 belugas have been observed off a small point at MP 114.

During rising and falling tides in September until mid-October our observations indicate that about 10%
of the entire Cook Inlet population can frequently be found feeding in the eddies of this handful of rocky
points between Windy Corner and Potter Marsh. They also appear less frequently, and in smaller
numbers in the spring and summer.
NOAA’s review of the earlier Windy Corner proposal primarily addressed issues during construction, but
neglected to address loss of feeding habitat.
We encourage you to address the mitigation of this loss in your EA.
4. We are alarmed by DOT’s alternative that would condemn private property for the project.
Thank you for your consideration of these issues. As expressed throughout the Windy Corner project
process, we remain opposed to the development of a quarry within the park for this project. We will be
closely tracking the process for this project and look forward to providing more response when there is
more detail provided.

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, July 15, 2021 10:49 AM
Abeane32@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Ms. Rayess,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Amy

Last Name

Rayess

Date

07/15/21

Comment

Any continuation or addition for a non motorized pathway by Seward
highway would be fantastic!

Phone Number
Email

Abeane32@gmail.com

Address

1597 sunrise dr

‐‒‐‒‐‐‒‒—‒—‐‒‐‒––‒‒–
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Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Friday, July 16, 2021 12:21 PM
Diana Rhoades
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Support for separated path on Windy Point project

Ms. Rhoades,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Diana Rhoades <dianarhoades@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2021 3:48 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Support for separated path on Windy Point project

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Dear Mr. Schmid,
Thank you for reopening the Windy Point project. I am in strong support of constructing a separated
path to walk, bike and roll along this Scenic stretch of the highway. Safety is of the utmost importance
- and a road this beautiful invites all to use it. A separated path is the best option.
Thank you,
Diana
Diana Rhoades
1810 Forest Park Drive

Anchorage, AK 99517
(520) 982-4178
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Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Friday, July 16, 2021 12:22 PM
Mark Skrade
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Pathway

Mr. Skrade,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project. Your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials
from last month’s virtual open house are available on the project website:
www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
dowl.com

-----Original Message----From: Mark Skrade <meskrade@icloud.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2021 3:04 PM
To: PUB-WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Windy Corner Pathway
WARNING:

External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

Dear Alaska DOT Project Manager Tom Schmid and Alaska Transportation Officials,The Seward
Highway is no place to exclude non-motorize users in project designs. The newly extended
Windy Corner project needs to include a separated pathway. This will start meeting the
need for a safe, healthy, and economically beneficial Pathway. A separated segment would
provide safe means of transportation and mountain access for countless members of the
public participating in commuting, recreational movement, and race events that take place
along this corridor.Please reconsider your precedent setting decision of not planning
for, and omitting, non-motorized facilities on Seward Highway projects. Add a pathway to
the entirety of this project!
Thank you,
Mark Skrade

Sent from my iPhone

1

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Friday, July 23, 2021 12:14 PM
Gina Stevens
FW: Comments on the Windy-Rainbow Project

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Katie Conway
Sent: Monday, July 19, 2021 9:33 AM
To: gemils@gmail.com
Cc: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: RE: Comments on the Windy‐Rainbow Project

Mr. Spargo,
Thank you for your detailed comments on and interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow
Point project; your comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open
house are available on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

From: Garret Spargo <gemils@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2021 12:28 PM
To: PUB‐WindyCorner <WindyCorner@dowl.com>
Subject: [EXT] Comments on the Windy‐Rainbow Project, Z566310000 / 0A31034

WARNING: External Sender - use caution when clicking links and opening attachments.

My name is Garret Spargo, and I am writing to you as a private resident of the Turnagain Arm community of Rainbow.

1

1. Thank you for listening to the concerns raised by community members regarding the previous Windy Corner proposal
and for providing another opportunity for community input on the revised project. I look forward to further discussion
and involvement as this continues to develop.
2. I strongly agree that the DOT should consider reusing materials obtained by road realignment as part of this project
and am generally opposed to the previous attempts to establish a quarry site at the base of Rainbow Valley. I would add
to this that the scope should be expanded to also include materials pulled from other rockfall and icefall mitigation
projects along the highway. While it may be outside the scope of the project, I think that it would be highly beneficial to
mitigate the significant rock & ice issue that requires an annual effort each spring by the DOT to reroute traffic (drawing
a blank on which mile that is ‐ it's the portion of the highway with a slow vehicle pullout that traffic gets diverted to
when the ice starts to melt and the rocks start to fall).
3. I would request that the plan retains some form of parking access at the base of Rainbow Road that is separate from
the main Rainbow Trail access. The current space at the base of the road allows for vehicles to turn around if they have
made a wrong turn onto Rainbow Road when they meant to turn into the trailhead, provides ample room for mail
delivery vehicles to safely access our mail boxes, provides vehicles who cannot navigate the Rainbow Road a place to
park, provides a space for vehicles with chains to park in the winter (thus allowing the numerous elders and young
families in the community to navigate the road in the winter without having to "chain up", which will increasingly be a
problem as climate change increases the number of early‐, mid‐, and late‐season freeze/thaw cycles), provides overflow
parking on days that the main Rainbow trailhead is full, and offers a place for service delivery vehicles to wait when
meeting Rainbow residents.
4. I have concerns about extending the highway and trail further into the Turnagain Arm due to potential impacts to the
beluga population that feeds in the eddys currently located near Rainbow Point and would like these impacts to be
assessed in the EA.
5. I have concerns about extending the highway and trail further out into the Turnagain Arm due to the risk of noise
increasing as a result of diverting traffic beyond the current shelter of trees and steep slope; the valley is effectively a
sizeable amphitheater and moving the road so that it has direct line of sight into the valley would also provide sound a
direct path up the valley.
6. I have significant concerns about establishing the project area as a 65 mph zone. Access to and from Rainbow is
already treacherous at the current rated speed of 55 mph, with distracted drivers, tailgaters, and summer weekend
traffic providing an increased level of risk when accessing or leaving the Valley. During peak summer traffic on Sundays,
Rainbow drivers face significant delays while waiting for an adequate break in traffic for us to merge safely. While there
are other 65 mph zones along the highway, if memory serves me correctly the speed is reduced when approaching or
driving through residential zones and areas with turning traffic. Additionally, higher speeds will increase road noise,
which ties into my concerns about sound mentioned above.
7. I am strongly in favor of including the development of bicycle and mixed‐use pedestrian facilities along the entire
stretch of highway impacted by this project, as well as any other major highway projects in the future. An uninterrupted
bike‐friendly path from South Anchorage to Girdwood and beyond would be a tremendous asset to the park, Alaska
residents, and tourists. I would routinely ride to and from work if there were a safer way to do so, and know that the
children of Rainbow would be avid users of a local trail. If a bike path is included that is built on the water side of the
highway, I would request that it include a connection from the Rainbow trailhead and/or base of Rainbow Road side of
the highway so that people cycling to and from the trail or community would not need to run their bicycles across the
highway (especially critical if the highway becomes a four‐lane highway with divided median).
I look forward to continued discussion on this project.
Regards,
Garret, Mystie, Gwendolyn, and Theodore Spargo
2

Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, July 15, 2021 10:46 AM
kgstrong@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Ms. Strong,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Katie

Last Name

Strong

Date

07/15/21

Comment

Please incorporate a separate, multi-use pathway connecting the Windy
Corner and Rainbow trailheads as part of this project. Turnagain Arm is one
of the most beautiful highways in the country, and enjoying it from the trail
that goes from Indian to Girdwood is a special experience. It would be a
great asset to our community to have that path extend all the way from the
Anchorage to Girdwood, and building sections whenever there's major
construction will, over time, expand recreational opportunities and make
SouthCentral Alaska an even more desirable place to live and to visit.

Phone Number
Email

kgstrong@gmail.com

Address

1703 Laurence Court, Anchorage, AK 99501
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Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Friday, July 16, 2021 12:18 PM
cya2elk@hotmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Hi Cy,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie
Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Cy

Last Name

Two Elk

Date

07/15/21

Comment

Hello, I strongly believe it would be of substantial benefit to the traveling
public if separated bike/multi-use lanes were added to the length of the
project. Bicycles are often seen along this stretch of road traveling
extremely close to traffic in the summertime while oversize loads are
traveling on the highway. This would also create a tremendous recreation
opportunity for outdoor enthusiasts from inside and outside of the state.
Additionally, this would help foster economic opportunity for those who live
and create businesses in the Indian and Bird Creek business corridors as a
central location to accommodate visitors needs traveling by bicycle from
Girdwood to the Windy corner's northern project boundary. Thank you for
your time and feel free to reach out to me at any time. Cy A. Two Elk

Phone Number (907) 350-1916
Email

cya2elk@hotmail.com

Address

El Rocko Lane, Pitzer Lot 3, Mile 101 Seward Highway

‐‒——‒—‒‒–‒–‐‐—‐–‐——–
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Gina Stevens
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Katie Conway
Thursday, July 15, 2021 10:44 AM
nilesewoods@gmail.com
PUB-WindyCorner
RE: Windy Corner Comment

Mr. Woods,
Thank you for your interest in the Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project. Your
comments will be shared with the project team. Presentation materials from last month’s virtual open house are available
on the project website: www.windycorner.info.
Thank you again,
Katie

Katie Conway
Public Involvement Manager
DOWL
-

(907) 562-2000 | office
(907) 865-1289 | direct
-

dowl.com

First Name

Niles

Last Name

Woods

Date

07/15/21

Comment

Sorry I'm a day late in submitting my comments, but I would really like to
see a bike path along the Seward Highway, between Windy Corner To
Rainbow Point! I biked this section last week, on the shoulder of the
Seward Highway, and it would be much safer and pleasant if cars and
trucks where not so close! Now is the time to add a bike path to this project!
Sincerely, Niles E. Woods

Phone Number 9077203415
Email

nilesewoods@gmail.com

Address

16362 Far View Pl

1

APPENDIX B: AGENCY CONSULTATION
B.1 - Agency Scoping Letter/Outreach
B.2 - Agency Scoping Meeting Materials
B.3 - Agency Comments

B.1: AGENCY SCOPING LETTER/OUTREACH

From:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Effinger, Bob A (DOT)
"Fordham.tami@epa.gov"; "Sturges.Susan@epa.gov"; "Chu.Rebecca@epa.gov"; "stewart_cogswell@fws.gov";
"trent.liebich@fws.gov"; "Jonathan_Gerken@fws.gov"; "douglass_cooper@fws.gov"; "Ted_Swem@fws.gov";
"Steve_B_Lewis@fws.gov"; "ak_fisheries@fws.gov"; "D17-PF-D17-LNM@USCG.MIL"; "Clinton.L.Scott@uscg.mil";
"Shane.M.McCoy@usace.army.mil"; "shannon.johnson@usace.army.mil"; "regpagemaster@usace.army.mil";
"greg.balogh@noaa.gov"; "barbara.mahoney@noaa.gov"; "bridget.mansfield@noaa.gov";
"samantha.simpson@noaa.gov"; "gretchen.harrington@noaa.gov"; "nmfs.akr.habitat@noaa.gov";
"alaska.webmaster@noaa.gov"; "bshelby@blm.gov"; "bmillion@blm.gov";
"blm_ak_afo_general_delivery@blm.gov"; "AK_Anchorage_FO@blm.gov"; "jrhoades@blm.gov";
"kenneth.pratt@bia.gov"; "sean.mack@bia.gov"; "stuart.hartford@bia.gov"; "brooke_merrell@nps.gov";
"Mail_R10_Chugach@fs.fed.us"; "deyna.kuntzsch@usda.gov"; "jeff.schramm@usda.gov"; Smith, Jimmy C (CED);
Bates, Randy W (DEC); Buck, Teri A (DEC); Neff, Travis C (DEC); Palmer, Charley (DEC); Miller, Christopher C
(DEC); Rypkema, James (DEC); Heil, Cynthia L (DEC); DEC-Webmaster (DEC sponsored); Wardlow, Cynthia M
(DFG); Battle, David C (DFG); Saalfeld, David T (DFG); Dubour, Adam J (DFG); Weiss, Edward W (DFG);
Benkert, Ronald C (DFG); Marie, Megan E (DFG); DFG, HAB InfoAnc (DFG sponsored); Wedeking, Matthew D
(DNR); Bittner, Judith E (DNR); DNR, Parks OHA Review Compliance (DNR sponsored); DNR, Parks OHA Review
Compliance (DNR sponsored); Miranda, Rys B (DNR); Fehrmann, Chester W (DNR); Schade, David W (DNR);
Stolpe, Adrienne K (DNR); Gervelis, Gwen M (DNR); Horton, George C (DNR); Poydack, Joseph L (DNR); Brown,
Stanley C (DNR); Parsons, Martin W (DNR); Brooks, Henry C (DNR); Walker, James H (DNR); Barrett, Tom R
(DNR); Larson, Clifford A (DNR); Lessard, Richard R (DNR); Eddy, Allen R (DNR); Alvarez, Monica M (DNR);
Longacre, Rachel L (DNR); Hudson, Samantha A (DNR); Park Permitting (DNR sponsored); Spco Records;
dogpermitting (DNR sponsored); Trust Land Office (DNR sponsored); Development, DNR Land (DNR sponsored);
Vanderwood, Randy D (DOT); Thomas, Ryan F P (DOT); Drake, Alan L (DOT); Keiner, Robert (DOT); Nickeson,
Burrell L (DOT); Wagner, Charles M (DOT); Boeckman, Craig T (DOT); Monteleone, Dan (DOT); Binder, John R
(DOT); Moulton, Marcheta A (DOT); Burkholder, Matthew (DOT); Janke, Paul A (DOT); McCarthy, Shannon K
(DOT); Director, DOT Central Region (DOT sponsored); "LindamoodB@akrr.com"; "HoppC@akrr.com";
"KubitzJ@akrr.com"; "BischofbergerKL@muni.org"; "EllisSM@muni.org"; "info@ciri.com";
"david.persinger@awwu.biz"; "craig.lyon@anchorageak.gov"; anthony.strupulis@alaska.gov;
donna.speer@alaska.gov; katie.farley@alaska.gov; heather.lescanec@alaska.gov
Schmid, Tom J (DOT); Roadifer, Carol J (DOT); Elliott, Brian A (DOT)
Request for Agency Scoping Comments on DOT&PF Proposed Project Seward Highway MP 105 - MP 109.5,
Windy Corner to Rainbow Point Z566310000/0A31034
Friday, May 21, 2021 4:13:00 PM
Agency Scoping Letter 5.21.2021.pdf
Figure 1-Project Location and Existing Facilities_2021_0519.pdf
Graphic 1 High-Severity Crashes Between 1977 and 2015 Seward Highway MP 89-MP 115.png

Dear Agency Staff:
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities is soliciting
comments and information on a proposal to realign and construct safety improvements to the Seward Highway
south of Anchorage. The project, formerly known as Seward Highway: MP 105-107 Windy Corner is now Seward
Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point. The project limits are shown on the attached Figure 1. The
project’s scoping letter with referenced figures is also attached.
After reviewing the scoping materials, please reply with the following information:
1. Further analysis needed to evaluate sensitive resources potential impacted by the proposed project.
2. Regulatory permits and/or clearances required from your agency.
3. Any concerns or issues your agency or organization might have with the proposed project.
We are requesting that comments be delivered by June 21, 2021. If you feel that someone else in your organization
should receive this notification, please forward this email to them so they may comment.
Thank you,
Bob Effinger
Environmental Analyst
Preliminary Design and Environmental
Alaska DOT&PF Central Region
907.269.0531
Work Schedule: T, W, Th, F out of office on Mondays.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental
laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by DOT&PF pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a
Memorandum of Understanding dated November 3, 2017, and executed by FHWA and DOT&PF.

Department of Transportation
and
Public Facilities
DESIGN & ENGINEERING SERVICES
PRELIMINARY DESIGN & ENVIRONMENTAL
PO Box 196900
Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6900
Main: 907.269.0542
Toll Free: 800.770.5263
TDD: 907.269.0473
TTY: 800.770.8973
Fax: 907.243.6927
dot.alaska.gov

May 21, 2021
Project: Seward Highway Mileposts 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point
Project Number: 0A31034/ Z566310000
Subject: Request for Scoping Comments
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has assumed the responsibilities
of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) under 23 U.S.C 327, and is soliciting comments and
information on a proposed project to realign and construct safety improvements to the Seward Highway
between mileposts (MP) 105 and 109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point. The project limits are shown on the
location and vicinity map (Figure 1).
This letter requests agency comments and information related to the proposed project, located within Sections
2, 3, and 4, T 10N, R 2W, and Sections 32, 33, and 34, T 11N, R 2W, Seward Meridian, on U.S. Geological
Survey Quad Seward A-8 SE, D-7 NW, and D-8 NE. The beginning of project is located at Latitude
60.983322, Longitude -149.579692 (approximately 600 feet north of Falls Creek Trailhead); and the end of
project is located at Latitude 61.002864, Longitude -149.664122 (approximately 3,000 feet north of Rainbow
Valley Road).
Proposed History
The current effort to improve safety along the Seward Highway between Girdwood and Anchorage began in
the early 2000s. A Categorical Exclusion prepared for Project Z566310000 (Seward Highway Safety
Improvements, Indian to Potter Marsh, MP 105-115) was approved in 2004 and was re-evaluated as a part
the smaller Seward Highway: MP 105 to 107, Windy Corner, which commenced in 2013. As a result of
public feedback and consultation with the FHWA, the Class of Action was revised to an Environmental
Assessment (EA) in 2017.
Agency scoping and public involvement was conducted in compliance with National Environmental Policy
Act requirements to produce a Draft EA, which was made available to the public in March 2020. After
reviewing public comments received, DOT&PF, in cooperation with FHWA, decided to evaluate extending
the project 2.5 miles north, between Windy Corner and Rainbow Point. Public and agency scoping as a part
of a new EA commenced in spring 2021 for the renamed project, Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy
Corner to Rainbow Point.
Key Changes include:
 Extending the project further north to Rainbow Point for a more expansive safety improvement
corridor
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are
being, or have been, carried out by DOT&PF pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated November 3,
2017, and executed by FHWA and DOT&PF.

“Keep Alaska Moving through service and infrastructure.”

May 21, 2021




Evaluating the feasibility of obtaining materials for the project from the new road realignment to
reduce impacts to Chugach State Park (CSP). The March 2020 Draft EA proposed obtaining material
from separate material locations within CSP at MP 104 and MP 109
Consideration of a separated multi-use pathway connecting the Windy Corner and Rainbow trailheads

Purpose and Need
The purpose of the proposed Seward Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project is to
1) implement safety upgrades to decrease high-severity crashes and 2) improve traffic operations to alleviate
traffic congestion by:


Bringing the highway up to current Alaska Highway Preconstruction Manual and American
Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials design standards for a 65-miles-per-hour
(mph) roadway
o Improving substandard roadway geometry
o Separating traffic having high differential speeds (i.e., parked, turning, and through traffic)
o Separating traffic traveling in opposing directions (as needed)
o Providing safe access to surrounding land uses

The need for the proposed project includes the following issues and/or roadway deficiencies:











1
2

Elevated rate of high-severity crashes (See Graphic 1)
Curves that do not meet design standards
o Six of ten curves do not meet curve radii design requirements for a 55-mph road and only
three of the ten curves meet curve radii for 65-mph design standards
High traffic volumes during the summer months, which exceed traffic volumes for a rural highway,
result in an E or F level of service
Traffic operations in the MP 105 to MP 109.5 highway segment are frequently disrupted by motorists
decelerating to park at one of 9 pull-offs1, 6 turnouts2, or along the highway shoulder to view wildlife,
Turnagain Arm, or access CSP
High number of access points (16) to/from the Seward Highway (MP 105 to MP 109.5)
o One road access point at Rainbow Valley Road (MP 108.5)
o Two trailhead access points (Windy Corner pull-off at MP 106.6 and Rainbow Trailhead
turnout at MP 108.4)
o Five additional access points are turnouts (MP: 106.7, 107.3, 108.1, 108.7, and 108.9)
o Eight additional access points are pull-offs (MP: 105.9, 106.2, 106.4, 106.8, 107.6, 108.1,
108.3, and 109.2)
o Eight of the 16 access points do not provide the minimum separation distance (690 feet)
between access points (four of the eight do not provide minimum separation distance in
either direction)
o Nine of the 16 access points are located on curves
o Six of the 16 access points are located on deficient curves
o Only four of 16 access points meet spacing or curve design criteria
Vehicles frequently park on shoulders for wildlife viewing when Dall sheep are present at the mineral
lick near Windy Corner
The wide variety of highway users in this section (e.g., heavy commercial, recreational, commuter,
residential) result in a high differential in speeds, as many motorists are traveling through, while
others are sightseeing or accessing corridor facilities (e.g., CSP, Rainbow Valley Road)

Pull-offs are not separated from the highway and do not have designed access points
Turnouts are separated from the highway with designed access points
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Proposed Project Description
The proposed project would provide a 65-mph design speed for a rural highway meeting DOT&PF and the
American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials safety guidelines. The project would
include the following construction activities:








Realign and construct
o Divided 2-lane highway from MP 105 to MP 107
o Undivided 2-lane highway from MP 107 to MP 109.5
Relocate and realign the Alaska Railroad Corporation’s railroad tracks (as needed)
Construct turnouts/parking areas on both sides of the highway to reduce motorists parking on the
highway shoulder to view wildlife, Turnagain Arm, and/or access CSP
Construct acceleration and deceleration lanes to access new pull-offs and/or Rainbow Valley Road
Construct rock catchments adjacent to the northbound edge of designed pathway or shoulder (as
needed)
Design and consider construction of a separated pedestrian pathway and secure right-of-way between
Windy Corner and Rainbow Trailheads adjacent to the northbound lane

Existing Site Conditions and Facilities
The existing project corridor is a 2-lane undivided highway designated as a Rural Principle Arterial roadway.
The highway consists of 12-foot-wide travel lanes and 8-foot-wide shoulders with rumble strips. The posted
speed limit is 55-mph and there are no passing or acceleration/deceleration lanes. The highway is located
between the steep slopes of the Chugach Mountains and the Alaska Railroad Corporation’s railroad tracks and
Turnagain Arm.
The Seward Highway is a National/State Scenic Byway and an All-American Road and it provides the only
overland access to communities south of Anchorage (e.g., Girdwood, Seward, Kenai Peninsula) and the
Alaska Marine Highway System, which stops at Whittier, Seward, and Homer. The highway supports heavy
commercial, recreational, and residential traffic. Annual average daily traffic volumes within the corridor
were estimated to be 8,354 vehicles for 20193, with the heaviest traffic volumes exceeding 22,000 vehicles
per day during peak summer weekends. The segment from Anchorage to Girdwood is one of four designated
Safety Corridors4 in Alaska due to an elevated rate of fatal/major injury crashes in the corridor.
There are 15 access points (See Figure 1) to allow sightseers the opportunity to view Chugach and Kenai
Mountains, Turnagain Arm, bore tides, beluga whales, and Dall sheep, and access CSP. The section of
highway near Windy Corner is known for having one of the best Dall sheep viewing opportunities in Alaska.
Preliminary Environmental Research
DOT&PF conducted research using the most current available data to identify environmental resources within
the proposed project vicinity. This information is contained in the enclosed Appendix A. To ensure all factors
are considered in developing the proposed project, please provide your written comments, recommendations,
and requests for additional information to our office no later than Thursday June 21, 2021.
Feedback received during public and agency scoping on the proposed project description will be considered in
the preliminary design and environmental documentation. DOT&PF will conduct a virtual agency scoping
meeting on Tuesday, June 8, 2021 at 9 to 11 a.m. Please RSVP by Tuesday, June 1, 2021 by sending an email
to Bob.Effinger@alaska.gov with the subject line “RSVP for Windy to Rainbow Agency Scoping Meeting”,
so we can forward a meeting invite.

3

DOT&PF traffic counts are available at: https://alaskatrafficdata.drakewell.com/publicmultinodemap.asp
A description of Alaska Safety Corridors is available at:
http://www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/hwysafety/safety_corridors.shtml
4
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If you have any questions on the environmental impacts, please contact Bob Effinger, Environmental Impact
Analyst, at (907) 269-0531, or via email at Bob.Effinger@alaska.gov. Questions concerning the engineering
aspects of the proposed project can be directed to Tom Schmid, P.E., Project Manager, at (907) 269-0543 or
via email at Tom.Schmid@alaska.gov.
Sincerely,

Brian Elliott
Regional Environmental Manager
Enclosures:
Appendix A: Preliminary Environmental Research
Figure 1: Project Location and Existing Facilities
Graphic 1: High-Severity Crashes (Fatal and Major Injury) Between 1977 and 2015 on the Seward
Highway between MP 89 and MP 115
cc:

Bob Effinger, Environmental Impact Analyst
Tom Schmid, P.E., Project Manager
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APPENDIX A
Seward Highway MP 105-109.5: Windy Corner to Rainbow Point
Agency Scoping
Preliminary Environmental Research

Air Quality: A recent review of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s List of Non-attainment
Areas for Criteria Pollutantsi indicated the proposed project is not within an air quality nonattainment or maintenance area for National Ambient Air Quality Standards. Impacts to air quality
during construction are anticipated to be minimal and temporary and no long-term impacts to air
quality are anticipated.ii
Bald Eagle Nests: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) performed an aerial survey of the
Seward Highway from milepost (MP) 105 to 115 in 2003, and concluded the mountains within this
project corridor are too steep to support eagle nesting habitat.iii The USFWS Bald Eagle Nest Sites
database was reviewed and no nests were identified near the project area.iv The Alaska Department
of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) will confirm with USFWS this is still the case. If
any bald eagle nests are found during field work activities, further consultation with the USFWS
would occur.
Migratory Birds: Migratory birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. The project
area may provide nesting, rearing, wintering, and migratory habitat for a variety of water birds and
land birds. The project would not fragment habitat, change migratory routes, or substantially
diminish available bird habitat. Vegetation clearing and grubbing would not be permitted within the
bird nesting window as described by USFWS for this region, except as allowed by federal, state, and
local laws and approved by the Project Engineer. For these reasons, adverse impacts to migratory
birds are not expected to occur as a result of the proposed project.
Contaminated Sites, Spills, and Underground Storage Tanks: The Alaska Department of
Environmental Conservation (DEC) Contaminated Sites Database was reviewed and there are no
identified contaminated sites within 0.5 mile of the proposed project.v
Essential Fish Habitat: The Magnuson-Stevens Fisheries Conservation and Management Act
(1996) defines essential fish habitat (EFH) as “…waters and substrate necessary to fish for
spawning, breeding, feeding, or growth to maturity.” Turnagain Arm provides EFHvi for all five
stocks of Pacific salmon: king salmon, red salmon, silver salmon, chum salmon, and pink salmon;
additionally, Dolly Varden are present. Turnagain Arm may also provide EFH for Gulf of Alaska
groundfish species.vii Since project work is anticipated within Turnagain Arm, DOT&PF anticipates
consulting with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) regarding work affecting
anadromous fish and their EFH within Turnagain Arm.
DOT&PF, in previous consultations with NMFS in 2003 and in 2014, agreed to implement the
following conservation measures during construction of the proposed project to minimize effect to
anadromous fish and their habitat:
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are
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•
•
•
•
•

In-water construction work would be avoided from April 1 through June 15 to avoid
disturbance of out-migrating salmonid fry and smolts
In-water and intertidal work would be conducted at low tide to the extent possible, to reduce
sedimentation in the water column
All dredge and/or fill material would be free of contaminants prior to placement within the
proposed fill area or any offsite location
Fill below the high-tide line would be clean shot rock and would be placed when the site is
naturally dewatered by lower tide stages
During construction, the fill site would be graded to prevent the ponding on the fill surface,
which could trap fishes between high tides

DOT&PF anticipates the same measures would be implemented for the expanded project. With the
implementation of these conservation measures, no adverse effects to anadromous fish or EFH are
expected to occur with the newly expanded project.
Fish-Bearing Streams: Adult fish use Turnagain Arm as a primary migratory route, returning to
spawning streams such as Rabbit Creek, Potter Creek, Indian Creek, and Bird Creek. The Seward
Highway crosses Rainbow Creek near Rainbow Valley Road (MP 108.5). Rainbow Creek is not
identified in the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) Anadromous Waters Catalog or
freshwater fish inventory. Since the project proposes no work below the ordinary high water of a
freshwater fish-bearing stream, an ADF&G Fish Habitat Permit is not expected to be required.
A memorandum of agreement between ADF&G and DOT&PF for the Design, Permitting, and
Construction of Culverts for Fish Passage sets forth the responsibilities of each agency when culvert
related work is conducted in fish-bearing waters. The Rainbow Creek Culvert has been identified by
ADF&G as a red culvert (Fish Passage Site 20300202), which assumes the culvert is inadequate for
juvenile salmonoid/weak swimming fish passage. viii While the proposed project would replace some
culverts, including the Rainbow Creek culvert which has been identified as inadequate for fish
passage, none of the culverts are located in fish-bearing waters, so fish-passage culvert design is not
anticipated for this project.
Floodplain Management: According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency flood maps,
the proposed project area is located within Flood Insurance Rate Map panel numbers 0200051200D
(not printed), 0200051475D, and 0200051500D. Project activities, such as roadway and railroad
realignments and incidental drainage work, may result in longitudinal encroachment into base
floodplains (100-year floodplains) adjoining Turnagain Arm and roadside ditches, as well as a
crossing encroachment into the base floodplain adjoining Rainbow Creek.ix Base floodplain
encroachments are anticipated to be minor, with no net changes to the base flood elevations,
therefore they would not result in significant encroachments as defined in 23 CFR 650.105(q) and
USDOT Order 5650.2(4)(p). Consultation with the Municipality of Anchorage Watershed
Management personnel indicated project-related fill within the Turnagain Arm base floodplain
would not significantly change the tidal floodplain elevation and a flood hazard permit under the
National Flood Insurance Program would not be needed.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are
being, or have been, carried out by DOT&PF pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated November 3,
2017, and executed by FHWA and DOT&PF.

May 21, 2021

Historical, Archeological, and Cultural Properties: A Study Area used to identify cultural
resources in the project vicinity was established. It consists of a 500-foot corridor centered on the
existing Seward Highway centerline (wider near Rainbow Valley Road) with an additional 250-foot
buffer around the previously proposed MP 109 material location. A review of the Alaska Heritage
Resources Survey databasex identified ten sites representing seven distinct cultural resources within
the Study Area (Table 1).
Table 1: Known Cultural and Historic Resources within the Project Study Area
AHRS No.

AHRS Name

Type

NRHP Status

ANC-00112

Rainbow Creek Sluice Box

Mining artifact

NDE

ANC-00113

Rainbow Creek Camp

Historic camp

NDE

ANC-00279

Potter Connecting Trail

Historic trail

NDE

ANC-04057

Turnagain District of the AK Railroad

Transportation

DOE-S

ANC-04069

Seward Highway

Transportation

NDE

SEW-00029

Alaska Railroad

Transportation

Pending

SEW-00131

SEW-00131

Pre-contact lithics

DREJ-S

SEW-00566

Potter Connecting Trail

Historic trail

NDE

SEW-01557

Seward Highway

Transportation

NDE

SEW-01613

Turnagain District of the AK Railroad

Transportation

DOE-S

Note: AHRS (Alaska Historic Resource Survey); DOE-S (determined eligible by Agency and the Alaska State Historic
Preservation Office); DREJ-S (determined ineligible by Agency and the Alaska State Historic Preservation Office); NDE
(no determination of eligibility).

DOT&PF consulted with the Alaska State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), on February 6,
2015 and January 4, 2016, and SHPO concurred that ANC-04057 is eligible for the National
Register of Historic Places. Based on the additional 2.5 miles being added to the project and the
nature of the Alaska Heritage Resource Survey sites identified within the Study Area, DOT&PF
anticipates further consultation with agencies and tribal entities will be necessary to comply with
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.
Local Land Use and Transportation Plans: The proposed project is #12641 in Alaska’s 20202023 Statewide Transportation Implementation Plan.xi The proposed project is consistent with
relevant policies in the following land use and transportation plans:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Statewide Transportation Implementation Plan 2020-2023 (2020)
Chugach State Park (CSP) Management Plan (2016)
Chugach Access Plan (2010)
CSP Trail Management Plan (2009) and List of Recommended Revisions (2016)
Turnagain Arm Comprehensive Plan (2009)
Seward Highway Scenic Corridor Enhancements (2002)
Seward Highway Corridor Partnership Plan (1998)
Municipality of Anchorage Areawide Trails Plan (1997)
Turnagain Arm Management Plan for State Lands (1994)
Interpretive Plan for the Seward Highway Scenic Byway (1993)
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•

Seward Highway Scenic Corridor Plan (1981)

Land Ownership/State Land Use Plans/State Parks: Most of the lands adjacent to the proposed
project are owned by the State of Alaska and they are managed by:
•
•
•

Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC), 200-foot-wide corridor
Alaska Department of Natural Resources (DNR), approximately 495,000 acres managed as
CSP
DOT&PF, 300-foot-wide corridor

There are approximately 1.33 acres of privately owned lands (two residential parcels) located near
Rainbow Valley Road.xii
In 2000, Alaska Senate Bill 235 authorized a land exchange between DOT&PF, ARRC, and DNR.
The legislation authorizes DNR to grant a highway easement to DOT&PF and convey a property
interest for relocating railroad facilities to ARRC, including for utilities. The legislation stipulates
any grant or conveyance may not exceed the interest needed to relocate or widen the Seward
Highway or relocate ARRC facilities and to construct, repair, and maintain the relocated facilities.xiii
In 2017, a Memorandum of Agreement was signed between DOT&PF and DNR to memorialize a
template for how the agencies would execute a Seward Highway project in accordance with the 2000
legislation.
Section 4(f) Lands: CSP is considered a Section 4(f) property under the Department of
Transportation Act of 1966. The project has potential to result in some Section 4(f) use of CSP lands
that surround the highway on both sides. DOT&PF will work closely with CSP officials in the
development of the proposed transportation improvements to avoid, minimize, and/or mitigate any
Section 4(f) use effects to CSP.xiv
The 36.6-mile Turnagain Arm District segment of the Alaska Railroad from Portage to Potter (ANC4057) has been found eligible for the NRHP and therefore eligible for protection under Section 4(f)
as a historic property. Project effects to the railroad are anticipated to result in a Section 106 finding
of No Adverse Effect to the eligible railroad. The 23 CFR 774.13(a)(3) Section 4(f) exception for
use of historic transportation facilities is expected to apply to the eligible railroad segment since the
project is anticipated to result in no adverse effect to the historic qualities of this segment that caused
it to be eligible for the National Register.
Section 6(f) Lands: CSP is a Section 6(f) resource, having received Land and Water Conservation
Funds to support land acquisition and park improvements.xv Access to CSP is from Windy Corner
and Rainbow trailheads. DOT&PF previously consulted with DNR (which manages the park and is
the liaison for the National Park Service) to coordinate Section 6(f) conversions and approvals
associated with the MP 105 to MP 107 project. With the proposed expansion of the project to MP
109.5, there is potential for the project to result is a Section 6(f) conversion of CSP lands that
surround the highway on both sides. DOT&PF will work closely with DNR in the development of
the proposed transportation improvements to avoid, minimize, and/or mitigate any Section 6(f)
conversion effects to CSP.xvi
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are
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National Parks, Preserves, Monuments, and Wild and Scenic Rivers: No National Parks,
Preserves, Monuments or Wild and Scenic Rivers are located in the proposed project area, or
surrounding vicinity.xvii
National Wildlife Refuges: No National Wildlife Refuges exist within the vicinity the project
area.xviii
State Refuges, Critical Habitat Areas, and Sanctuaries: No State refuges, critical habitat areas, or
sanctuaries are present in or around the project area.xix
Threatened and Endangered Species: The Cook Inlet distinct population segment (DPS) of beluga
whales is listed by NMFS as endangered under the Endangered Species Act. xx Critical habitat was
designated for the Cook Inlet DPS beluga whales in 2011, comprising 7,800 square kilometers
(3,000 square miles) and including all waters of Turnagain Arm.
DOT&PF and the Federal Highway Administration previously prepared a biological assessment
(April 2015) covering an action area (MP 103.5 to MP 109.5) for the MP 105-107 project and
consulted with NMFS in accordance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act. This resulted in
the following environmental conservation measures related to beluga whales that DOT&PF
anticipates would continue to be implemented during construction with the newly proposed
expanded project:
•

Blasting noise would be mitigated as follows:
o The contractor would use protected species observers to determine presence of beluga
whales within a designated area surrounding the blast location. Should an observer
notice beluga whales within the range prior to a blast, blasting activities would be
paused until the whales are outside of the designated protection zone.
o In-water fill placement would not occur from April 1 to June 15.
o Fill placement would only occur during daylight hours and would be restricted to
within six hours of low tide (three hours before and/or after local low tide).
o On-shore blasting would only occur during daylight hours and would be restricted to
within six hours of low tide (three hours before and/or after local low tide).
o Blasting activities would not occur at or below the intertidal zone.

DOT&PF will coordinate with NMFS to determine if there are any changes in impacts to threatened
and endangered species and/or additional consultation needs to address the additional 2.5-miles
being added to the project.
The USFWS Information Planning and Conservation database was reviewed and there are no
endangered/ threatened terrestrial species under the Endangered Species Act found within the project
area.xxi
Water Quality: Per DEC records, there are no impaired waters within the project area.xxii
Temporary water quality degradation would occur during construction in the Turnagain Arm
mudflats. Disturbance to normal surface silt levels would likely cause increased turbidity around the
proposed project area. Impacts from increased turbidity are expected to be temporary and not pose
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are
being, or have been, carried out by DOT&PF pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated November 3,
2017, and executed by FHWA and DOT&PF.

May 21, 2021

long-term threats to aquatic species adapted to the Turnagain Arm area. A Stormwater Pollution
Prevention Plan would be developed for the project in compliance with the Alaska Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System permit for construction activities. Temporary water quality impacts
would be minimized through implementation of erosion and sedimentation control measures, as
outlined in the project’s Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan.
Wetlands and Waters of the United States: A wetland delineation was conducted in 2001 as part
of the 2004 Categorical Exclusion and determined that tidal mudflats are the only type of wetland in
the project area. Relocation of the highway and railroad tracks into Turnagain Arm from MP 105 to
MP 109.5 would result in fill of intertidal estuarine mudflats, consisting of inorganic silt material.xxiii
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) issued a public notice (POA-2017-35, Turnagain Arm)
on January 5, 2018 noting that USACE was reviewing a permit application received from DOT&PF.
DOT&PF will coordinate with USACE to determine if there are any changes in impacts to Waters of
the U.S. as a result of adding 2.5-miles to the project and if so, what revisions would be needed to
the previously submitted permit application.
Wildlife Habitat: Terrestrial mammals such as moose, Dall sheep, and brown and black bears have
been observed within the project area. These animals either reside atop the steep Turnagain Arm
hillside or traverse through the area to other habitats. Windy Corner is also a prime viewing location
for mountain goats and Dall sheep.xxiv Impacts from normal highway disturbances are minimal, and
the proposed project would not be anticipated to further impact wildlife. Mineral lick areas were
identified by ADF&G as part of the previous scoping efforts, to aid in the protection of Dall sheep
habitat. Consultation with ADF&G resulted in developing the following guidelines to be
implemented during construction:
•
•
•

Blasting would not occur when Dall Sheep are present within a designated blast zone
Blasting operations would not be allowed between May 10th through July 15th to protect
Dall sheep during lambing
Observers would be used to monitor Dall sheep within 0.25 mile of the blast location.
Blasting would be paused until sheep are greater than 0.25 mile from blasting operations

DOT&PF anticipates these conservation measures would continue to be implemented if any blasting
is proposed in the vicinity of the newly expanded project. Dall sheep habitat of concern is
understood to be confined to the Windy Corner vicinity. DOT&PF will coordinate with ADF&G to
determine any changes in these conservation measures are needed to address the additional 2.5-miles
being added to the project.
Traffic Noise: The proposed project would involve both “substantial alteration in vertical and
horizontal alignment” and “addition of an auxiliary lane.” The proposed project includes realignment
of the ARRC track. Each of these work activities triggers the need for a noise analysis. DOT&PF
conducted a noise analysis between MP 105 to MP 107 for the Windy Corner project using FHWA’s
Traffic Noise Model. The analysis found that the proposed project would not result in highway
traffic noise impacts. The need for an updated noise analysis is anticipated to address the additional
2.5-miles being added to the project and determine any change in noise impacts.
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Invasive Species: A review of the University of Alaska Anchorage Alaska Exotic Plants
Information Clearinghouse Invasive Plants Mapperxxv identified twelve invasive or nonnative plant
species in the vicinity of the expanded project (Table 2).
Table 2: Invasive or Nonnative Plant Species Near Expanded Project
Scientific Name

Common Name

Invasiveness Category

Astragalus cicer

Chickpea milkvetch

Not yet ranked

Centaurea stoebe

Spotted knapweed

Extremely invasive

Elymus repens

Quackgrass

Modestly invasive

Leucanthemum vulgare

Oxeye daisy

Moderately invasive

Linaria vulgaris

Butter and eggs

Moderately invasive

Melilotus albus

White sweetclover

Extremely invasive

Melilotus officinalis

Yellow sweetclover

Moderately invasive

Plantago major

Common plantain

Weak invasive

Silene vulgaris

Bladder campion

Weak invasive

Taraxacum officinale

Common dandelion

Moderately invasive

Tragopogon dubius

Yellow salsify

Moderately invasive

Trifolium repens

White clover

Modestly invasive

Source: Alaska Exotic Plant Information Clearinghouse (https://aknhp.uaa.alaska.edu/apps/akepic/)

With the implementation of practicable measures to minimize the introduction or spread of invasive
species during construction, the project is expected to result in no substantial invasive species
impacts. Mitigation measures proposed to prevent or minimize the introduction and spread of
invasive species includes:
•
•
•

Avoid the use of listed noxious species for landscaping and erosion control purposes
Sequence construction activities to minimized disturbed areas
Implement timely seeding of project-disturbed areas with non-invasive species
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From:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Effinger, Bob A (DOT)
Fordham.tami@epa.gov; Sturges.Susan@epa.gov; Chu.Rebecca@epa.gov; stewart_cogswell@fws.gov;
trent.liebich@fws.gov; Jonathan_Gerken@fws.gov; douglass_cooper@fws.gov; Ted_Swem@fws.gov;
Steve_B_Lewis@fws.gov; ak_fisheries@fws.gov; D17-PF-D17-LNM@USCG.MIL; Clinton.L.Scott@uscg.mil;
Shane.M.McCoy@usace.army.mil; shannon.johnson@usace.army.mil; regpagemaster@usace.army.mil;
greg.balogh@noaa.gov; barbara.mahoney@noaa.gov; bridget.mansfield@noaa.gov;
samantha.simpson@noaa.gov; gretchen.harrington@noaa.gov; nmfs.akr.habitat@noaa.gov;
alaska.webmaster@noaa.gov; bshelby@blm.gov; bmillion@blm.gov; blm_ak_afo_general_delivery@blm.gov;
AK_Anchorage_FO@blm.gov; jrhoades@blm.gov; kenneth.pratt@bia.gov; sean.mack@bia.gov;
stuart.hartford@bia.gov; brooke_merrell@nps.gov; Mail_R10_Chugach@fs.fed.us; deyna.kuntzsch@usda.gov;
jeff.schramm@usda.gov; Smith, Jimmy C (CED); Bates, Randy W (DEC); Alimi, Adeyemi S (DEC); Neff, Travis C
(DEC); Palmer, Charley (DEC); Miller, Christopher C (DEC); Rypkema, James (DEC); Heil, Cynthia L (DEC); DECWebmaster (DEC sponsored); Wardlow, Cynthia M (DFG); Battle, David C (DFG); Saalfeld, David T (DFG);
Dubour, Adam J (DFG); Weiss, Edward W (DFG); Benkert, Ronald C (DFG); Marie, Megan E (DFG); DFG, HAB
InfoAnc (DFG sponsored); Wedeking, Matthew D (DNR); Bittner, Judith E (DNR); DNR, Parks OHA Review
Compliance (DNR sponsored); DNR, Parks OHA Review Compliance (DNR sponsored); Miranda, Rys B (DNR);
Fehrmann, Chester W (DNR); Schade, David W (DNR); Stolpe, Adrienne K (DNR); Gervelis, Gwen M (DNR);
Horton, George C (DNR); Poydack, Joseph L (DNR); Brown, Stanley C (DNR); Parsons, Martin W (DNR); Brooks,
Henry C (DNR); Walker, James H (DNR); Barrett, Tom R (DNR); Larson, Clifford A (DNR); Lessard, Richard R
(DNR); Eddy, Allen R (DNR); Alvarez, Monica M (DNR); Longacre, Rachel L (DNR); Hudson, Samantha A (DNR);
Park Permitting (DNR sponsored); Spco Records; dogpermitting (DNR sponsored); Trust Land Office (DNR
sponsored); Development, DNR Land (DNR sponsored); Vanderwood, Randy D (DOT); Thomas, Ryan F P (DOT);
Drake, Alan L (DOT); Keiner, Robert (DOT); Nickeson, Burrell L (DOT); Wagner, Charles M (DOT); Boeckman,
Craig T (DOT); Monteleone, Dan (DOT); Binder, John R (DOT); Moulton, Marcheta A (DOT); Burkholder,
Matthew (DOT); Janke, Paul A (DOT); McCarthy, Shannon K (DOT); Director, DOT Central Region (DOT
sponsored); LindamoodB@akrr.com; HoppC@akrr.com; KubitzJ@akrr.com; BischofbergerKL@muni.org;
EllisSM@muni.org; info@ciri.com; david.persinger@awwu.biz; craig.lyon@anchorageak.gov
Schmid, Tom J (DOT); Roadifer, Carol J (DOT); Elliott, Brian A (DOT)
FW: Request for Agency Scoping Comments on DOT&PF Proposed Project Seward Highway MP 105 - MP 109.5,
Windy Corner to Rainbow Point Z566310000/0A31034
Thursday, May 27, 2021 3:11:00 PM
Agency Scoping Letter 5.21.2021.pdf
Figure 1-Project Location and Existing Facilities_2021_0519.pdf
Graphic 1 High-Severity Crashes Between 1977 and 2015 Seward Highway MP 89-MP 115.png

This is a reminder that DOT&PF will conduct a virtual agency scoping meeting for the Seward
Highway MP 105-109.5 Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project on Tuesday, June 8, 2021 at 9 to 11
a.m. Please RSVP by Tuesday, June 1, 2021 by sending an email to Bob.Effinger@alaska.gov with the
subject line “RSVP for Windy to Rainbow Agency Scoping Meeting”, so we can forward a meeting
invite.
From: Effinger, Bob A (DOT)
Sent: Friday, May 21, 2021 4:13 PM
To: 'Fordham.tami@epa.gov' <Fordham.tami@epa.gov>; 'Sturges.Susan@epa.gov'
<Sturges.Susan@epa.gov>; 'Chu.Rebecca@epa.gov' <Chu.Rebecca@epa.gov>;
'stewart_cogswell@fws.gov' <stewart_cogswell@fws.gov>; 'trent.liebich@fws.gov'
<trent.liebich@fws.gov>; 'Jonathan_Gerken@fws.gov' <Jonathan_Gerken@fws.gov>;
'douglass_cooper@fws.gov' <douglass_cooper@fws.gov>; 'Ted_Swem@fws.gov';
'Steve_B_Lewis@fws.gov' <Steve_B_Lewis@fws.gov>; 'ak_fisheries@fws.gov'
<ak_fisheries@fws.gov>; 'D17-PF-D17-LNM@USCG.MIL' <D17-PF-D17-LNM@USCG.MIL>;
'Clinton.L.Scott@uscg.mil' <Clinton.L.Scott@uscg.mil>; 'Shane.M.McCoy@usace.army.mil'
<Shane.M.McCoy@usace.army.mil>; 'shannon.johnson@usace.army.mil'
<shannon.johnson@usace.army.mil>; 'regpagemaster@usace.army.mil'
<regpagemaster@usace.army.mil>; 'greg.balogh@noaa.gov' <greg.balogh@noaa.gov>;
'barbara.mahoney@noaa.gov' <barbara.mahoney@noaa.gov>; 'bridget.mansfield@noaa.gov'
<bridget.mansfield@noaa.gov>; 'samantha.simpson@noaa.gov' <samantha.simpson@noaa.gov>;
'gretchen.harrington@noaa.gov' <gretchen.harrington@noaa.gov>; 'nmfs.akr.habitat@noaa.gov'

<nmfs.akr.habitat@noaa.gov>; 'alaska.webmaster@noaa.gov' <alaska.webmaster@noaa.gov>;
'bshelby@blm.gov' <bshelby@blm.gov>; 'bmillion@blm.gov' <bmillion@blm.gov>;
'blm_ak_afo_general_delivery@blm.gov' <blm_ak_afo_general_delivery@blm.gov>;
'AK_Anchorage_FO@blm.gov' <AK_Anchorage_FO@blm.gov>; 'jrhoades@blm.gov'
<jrhoades@blm.gov>; 'kenneth.pratt@bia.gov' <kenneth.pratt@bia.gov>; 'sean.mack@bia.gov'
<sean.mack@bia.gov>; 'stuart.hartford@bia.gov' <stuart.hartford@bia.gov>;
'brooke_merrell@nps.gov' <brooke_merrell@nps.gov>; 'Mail_R10_Chugach@fs.fed.us'
<Mail_R10_Chugach@fs.fed.us>; 'deyna.kuntzsch@usda.gov' <deyna.kuntzsch@usda.gov>;
'jeff.schramm@usda.gov' <jeff.schramm@usda.gov>; Smith, Jimmy C (CED)
<jimmy.smith@alaska.gov>; Bates, Randy W (DEC) <randy.bates@alaska.gov>; Buck, Teri A (DEC)
<teri.buck@alaska.gov>; Neff, Travis C (DEC) <travis.neff@alaska.gov>; Palmer, Charley (DEC)
<charley.palmer@alaska.gov>; Miller, Christopher C (DEC) <chris.miller@alaska.gov>; Rypkema,
James (DEC) <james.rypkema@alaska.gov>; Heil, Cynthia L (DEC) <cindy.heil@alaska.gov>; DECWebmaster (DEC sponsored) <DEC.Webmaster@alaska.gov>; Wardlow, Cynthia M (DFG)
<cynthia.wardlow@alaska.gov>; Battle, David C (DFG) <david.battle@alaska.gov>; Saalfeld, David T
(DFG) <david.saalfeld@alaska.gov>; Dubour, Adam J (DFG) <adam.dubour@alaska.gov>; Weiss,
Edward W (DFG) <ed.weiss@alaska.gov>; Benkert, Ronald C (DFG) <ronald.benkert@alaska.gov>;
Marie, Megan E (DFG) <megan.marie@alaska.gov>; DFG, HAB InfoAnc (DFG sponsored)
<dfg.hab.infoanc@alaska.gov>; Wedeking, Matthew D (DNR) <matthew.wedeking@alaska.gov>;
Bittner, Judith E (DNR) <judy.bittner@alaska.gov>; DNR, Parks OHA Review Compliance (DNR
sponsored) <oha.revcomp@alaska.gov>; DNR, Parks OHA Review Compliance (DNR sponsored)
<oha.revcomp@alaska.gov>; Miranda, Rys B (DNR) <rys.miranda@alaska.gov>; Fehrmann, Chester
W (DNR) <chester.fehrmann@alaska.gov>; Schade, David W (DNR) <david.w.schade@alaska.gov>;
Stolpe, Adrienne K (DNR) <adrienne.stolpe@alaska.gov>; Gervelis, Gwen M (DNR)
<gwen.gervelis@alaska.gov>; Horton, George C (DNR) <george.horton@alaska.gov>; Poydack,
Joseph L (DNR) <joseph.poydack@alaska.gov>; Brown, Stanley C (DNR)
<stanley.brown@alaska.gov>; Parsons, Martin W (DNR) <marty.parsons@alaska.gov>; Brooks, Henry
C (DNR) <henry.brooks@alaska.gov>; Walker, James H (DNR) <james.walker2@alaska.gov>; Barrett,
Tom R (DNR) <tom.barrett@alaska.gov>; Larson, Clifford A (DNR) <clifford.larson@alaska.gov>;
Lessard, Richard R (DNR) <richard.lessard@alaska.gov>; Eddy, Allen R (DNR)
<allen.eddy@alaska.gov>; Alvarez, Monica M (DNR) <monica.alvarez@alaska.gov>; Longacre, Rachel
L (DNR) <rachel.longacre@alaska.gov>; Hudson, Samantha A (DNR)
<samantha.hudson@alaska.gov>; Park Permitting (DNR sponsored) <parkpermitting@alaska.gov>;
Spco Records <DNR.PCO.Records@alaska.gov>; dogpermitting (DNR sponsored)
<DOG.Permitting@alaska.gov>; Trust Land Office (DNR sponsored) <mhtlo@alaska.gov>;
Development, DNR Land (DNR sponsored) <land.development@alaska.gov>; Vanderwood, Randy D
(DOT) <randy.vanderwood@alaska.gov>; Thomas, Ryan F P (DOT) <ryan.thomas@alaska.gov>;
Drake, Alan L (DOT) <alan.drake@alaska.gov>; Keiner, Robert (DOT) <bob.keiner@alaska.gov>;
Nickeson, Burrell L (DOT) <burrell.nickeson@alaska.gov>; Wagner, Charles M (DOT)
<charles.wagner@alaska.gov>; Boeckman, Craig T (DOT) <craig.boeckman@alaska.gov>;
Monteleone, Dan (DOT) <dan.monteleone@alaska.gov>; Binder, John R (DOT)
<john.binder@alaska.gov>; Moulton, Marcheta A (DOT) <marcheta.moulton@alaska.gov>;
Burkholder, Matthew (DOT) <matt.burkholder@alaska.gov>; Janke, Paul A (DOT)
<paul.janke@alaska.gov>; McCarthy, Shannon K (DOT) <shannon.mccarthy@alaska.gov>; Director,
DOT Central Region (DOT sponsored) <dot.cr.director@alaska.gov>; 'LindamoodB@akrr.com'

<LindamoodB@akrr.com>; 'HoppC@akrr.com' <HoppC@akrr.com>; 'KubitzJ@akrr.com'
<KubitzJ@akrr.com>; 'BischofbergerKL@muni.org' <BischofbergerKL@muni.org>;
'EllisSM@muni.org' <EllisSM@muni.org>; 'info@ciri.com' <info@ciri.com>;
'david.persinger@awwu.biz' <david.persinger@awwu.biz>; 'craig.lyon@anchorageak.gov'
<craig.lyon@anchorageak.gov>
Cc: Schmid, Tom J (DOT) <tom.schmid@alaska.gov>; Roadifer, Carol J (DOT)
<carol.roadifer@alaska.gov>; Elliott, Brian A (DOT) <brian.elliott@alaska.gov>
Subject: Request for Agency Scoping Comments on DOT&PF Proposed Project Seward Highway MP
105 - MP 109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point Z566310000/0A31034
Dear Agency Staff:
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities is soliciting
comments and information on a proposal to realign and construct safety improvements to the Seward Highway
south of Anchorage. The project, formerly known as Seward Highway: MP 105-107 Windy Corner is now Seward
Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point. The project limits are shown on the attached Figure 1. The
project’s scoping letter with referenced figures is also attached.
After reviewing the scoping materials, please reply with the following information:
1. Further analysis needed to evaluate sensitive resources potential impacted by the proposed project.
2. Regulatory permits and/or clearances required from your agency.
3. Any concerns or issues your agency or organization might have with the proposed project.
We are requesting that comments be delivered by June 21, 2021. If you feel that someone else in your organization
should receive this notification, please forward this email to them so they may comment.
Thank you,
Bob Effinger
Environmental Analyst
Preliminary Design and Environmental
Alaska DOT&PF Central Region
907.269.0531
Work Schedule: T, W, Th, F out of office on Mondays.
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental
laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by DOT&PF pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a
Memorandum of Understanding dated November 3, 2017, and executed by FHWA and DOT&PF.

B.2: AGENCY SCOPING MEETING MATERIALS

SEWARD HIGHWAY
MP 105-109.5, WINDY CORNER to RAINBOW POINT
PROJECT NO. Z566310000
FEDERAL PROJECT NO. 0A31034
Agency Scoping Meeting Project Update
June 8, 2021 @ 9am
Project Team:

ATTENDEES

DOT&PF: Tom Schmid, Carol Roadifer, Bob Effinger, Doug Kolwaite
DOWL: Aaron Christie, Adam Morrill, Zach Huff, Katie Conway
MEETING PURPOSE – Provide agencies with a project update based on discussions and
direction within DOT&PF, review new project limits and potential concepts to be developed as
alternatives, receive initial resource information from agencies, and review next steps.
DISCUSSION
1. Safety minute and introductions
2. Background information and summary of where project left off in late 2020 (Figures 1 and 2)
3. Current project direction (Figures 3 and 4)
4. Project goal, new project termini, and summary of existing conditions





Project goal
Existing roadway curvature
Existing resources (Appendix A from Agency Scoping Letter)
Existing access to surrounding land uses

5. Review initial concepts
Concept 1 – Stay within Existing Right-of-Way (Figure 5)
Concept 2 – Shift into Turnagain Arm at Windy Corner and Rainbow Point (Figure 6)
Concept 3 – Shift Inland at Windy Corner and Rainbow Point (Figure 7)
6. Agency questions and resource gaps
7. Schedule
 Environmental document initiated (Spring 2021)
 Public and stakeholder involvement (ongoing)
 Environmental document and preliminary design (2020-2022)
o LWCF EA
o Commissioner’s Finding and Section 4(f)
 ROW acquisition-if required (2023-2024)
 Final design (2023-2024)
 Anticipated construction - dependent upon available funding (2024-2027)

Figure 1

Figure 2

PROJECT HISTORY & CHANGES

Figure 3

Figure 4

Figure 5

CONCEPT 1
Improvements within
Existing Right-of-way

ExistingRoadAlignment

RainbowValleyRoad

ProposedRoadAlignment

DallSheepConcentrationArea

ExistingRailroadAlignment

ChugachStatePark

Tu r n a g a i n  A r m

Figure 6

CONCEPT 2
Shift Alignment into
Turnagain Arm

ExistingRoadAlignment

ProposedRailroadAlignment

ProposedRoadAlignment

RainbowValleyRoad

ExistingRailroadAlignment

DallSheepConcentrationArea

ChugachStatePark

Tu r n a g a i n  A r m

Figure 7

CONCEPT 3

Shift Alignment Inland

ExistingRoadAlignment

RainbowValleyRoad

ProposedRoadAlignment

DallSheepConcentrationArea

ExistingRailroadAlignment

ImpactedResidentialArea

ChugachStatePark

Tu r n a g a i n  A r m
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APPENDIX A
Seward Highway MP 105-109.5: Windy Corner to Rainbow Point
Agency Scoping
Preliminary Environmental Research

Air Quality: A recent review of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s List of Non-attainment
Areas for Criteria Pollutantsi indicated the proposed project is not within an air quality nonattainment or maintenance area for National Ambient Air Quality Standards. Impacts to air quality
during construction are anticipated to be minimal and temporary and no long-term impacts to air
quality are anticipated.ii
Bald Eagle Nests: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) performed an aerial survey of the
Seward Highway from milepost (MP) 105 to 115 in 2003, and concluded the mountains within this
project corridor are too steep to support eagle nesting habitat.iii The USFWS Bald Eagle Nest Sites
database was reviewed and no nests were identified near the project area.iv The Alaska Department
of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) will confirm with USFWS this is still the case. If
any bald eagle nests are found during field work activities, further consultation with the USFWS
would occur.
Migratory Birds: Migratory birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. The project
area may provide nesting, rearing, wintering, and migratory habitat for a variety of water birds and
land birds. The project would not fragment habitat, change migratory routes, or substantially
diminish available bird habitat. Vegetation clearing and grubbing would not be permitted within the
bird nesting window as described by USFWS for this region, except as allowed by federal, state, and
local laws and approved by the Project Engineer. For these reasons, adverse impacts to migratory
birds are not expected to occur as a result of the proposed project.
Contaminated Sites, Spills, and Underground Storage Tanks: The Alaska Department of
Environmental Conservation (DEC) Contaminated Sites Database was reviewed and there are no
identified contaminated sites within 0.5 mile of the proposed project.v
Essential Fish Habitat: The Magnuson-Stevens Fisheries Conservation and Management Act
(1996) defines essential fish habitat (EFH) as “…waters and substrate necessary to fish for
spawning, breeding, feeding, or growth to maturity.” Turnagain Arm provides EFHvi for all five
stocks of Pacific salmon: king salmon, red salmon, silver salmon, chum salmon, and pink salmon;
additionally, Dolly Varden are present. Turnagain Arm may also provide EFH for Gulf of Alaska
groundfish species.vii Since project work is anticipated within Turnagain Arm, DOT&PF anticipates
consulting with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) regarding work affecting
anadromous fish and their EFH within Turnagain Arm.
DOT&PF, in previous consultations with NMFS in 2003 and in 2014, agreed to implement the
following conservation measures during construction of the proposed project to minimize effect to
anadromous fish and their habitat:
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are
being, or have been, carried out by DOT&PF pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated November 3,
2017, and executed by FHWA and DOT&PF.

May 21, 2021

•
•
•
•
•

In-water construction work would be avoided from April 1 through June 15 to avoid
disturbance of out-migrating salmonid fry and smolts
In-water and intertidal work would be conducted at low tide to the extent possible, to reduce
sedimentation in the water column
All dredge and/or fill material would be free of contaminants prior to placement within the
proposed fill area or any offsite location
Fill below the high-tide line would be clean shot rock and would be placed when the site is
naturally dewatered by lower tide stages
During construction, the fill site would be graded to prevent the ponding on the fill surface,
which could trap fishes between high tides

DOT&PF anticipates the same measures would be implemented for the expanded project. With the
implementation of these conservation measures, no adverse effects to anadromous fish or EFH are
expected to occur with the newly expanded project.
Fish-Bearing Streams: Adult fish use Turnagain Arm as a primary migratory route, returning to
spawning streams such as Rabbit Creek, Potter Creek, Indian Creek, and Bird Creek. The Seward
Highway crosses Rainbow Creek near Rainbow Valley Road (MP 108.5). Rainbow Creek is not
identified in the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) Anadromous Waters Catalog or
freshwater fish inventory. Since the project proposes no work below the ordinary high water of a
freshwater fish-bearing stream, an ADF&G Fish Habitat Permit is not expected to be required.
A memorandum of agreement between ADF&G and DOT&PF for the Design, Permitting, and
Construction of Culverts for Fish Passage sets forth the responsibilities of each agency when culvert
related work is conducted in fish-bearing waters. The Rainbow Creek Culvert has been identified by
ADF&G as a red culvert (Fish Passage Site 20300202), which assumes the culvert is inadequate for
juvenile salmonoid/weak swimming fish passage. viii While the proposed project would replace some
culverts, including the Rainbow Creek culvert which has been identified as inadequate for fish
passage, none of the culverts are located in fish-bearing waters, so fish-passage culvert design is not
anticipated for this project.
Floodplain Management: According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency flood maps,
the proposed project area is located within Flood Insurance Rate Map panel numbers 0200051200D
(not printed), 0200051475D, and 0200051500D. Project activities, such as roadway and railroad
realignments and incidental drainage work, may result in longitudinal encroachment into base
floodplains (100-year floodplains) adjoining Turnagain Arm and roadside ditches, as well as a
crossing encroachment into the base floodplain adjoining Rainbow Creek.ix Base floodplain
encroachments are anticipated to be minor, with no net changes to the base flood elevations,
therefore they would not result in significant encroachments as defined in 23 CFR 650.105(q) and
USDOT Order 5650.2(4)(p). Consultation with the Municipality of Anchorage Watershed
Management personnel indicated project-related fill within the Turnagain Arm base floodplain
would not significantly change the tidal floodplain elevation and a flood hazard permit under the
National Flood Insurance Program would not be needed.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are
being, or have been, carried out by DOT&PF pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated November 3,
2017, and executed by FHWA and DOT&PF.
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Historical, Archeological, and Cultural Properties: A Study Area used to identify cultural
resources in the project vicinity was established. It consists of a 500-foot corridor centered on the
existing Seward Highway centerline (wider near Rainbow Valley Road) with an additional 250-foot
buffer around the previously proposed MP 109 material location. A review of the Alaska Heritage
Resources Survey databasex identified ten sites representing seven distinct cultural resources within
the Study Area (Table 1).
Table 1: Known Cultural and Historic Resources within the Project Study Area
AHRS No.

AHRS Name

Type

NRHP Status

ANC-00112

Rainbow Creek Sluice Box

Mining artifact

NDE

ANC-00113

Rainbow Creek Camp

Historic camp

NDE

ANC-00279

Potter Connecting Trail

Historic trail

NDE

ANC-04057

Turnagain District of the AK Railroad

Transportation

DOE-S

ANC-04069

Seward Highway

Transportation

NDE

SEW-00029

Alaska Railroad

Transportation

Pending

SEW-00131

SEW-00131

Pre-contact lithics

DREJ-S

SEW-00566

Potter Connecting Trail

Historic trail

NDE

SEW-01557

Seward Highway

Transportation

NDE

SEW-01613

Turnagain District of the AK Railroad

Transportation

DOE-S

Note: AHRS (Alaska Historic Resource Survey); DOE-S (determined eligible by Agency and the Alaska State Historic
Preservation Office); DREJ-S (determined ineligible by Agency and the Alaska State Historic Preservation Office); NDE
(no determination of eligibility).

DOT&PF consulted with the Alaska State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), on February 6,
2015 and January 4, 2016, and SHPO concurred that ANC-04057 is eligible for the National
Register of Historic Places. Based on the additional 2.5 miles being added to the project and the
nature of the Alaska Heritage Resource Survey sites identified within the Study Area, DOT&PF
anticipates further consultation with agencies and tribal entities will be necessary to comply with
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.
Local Land Use and Transportation Plans: The proposed project is #12641 in Alaska’s 20202023 Statewide Transportation Implementation Plan.xi The proposed project is consistent with
relevant policies in the following land use and transportation plans:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Statewide Transportation Implementation Plan 2020-2023 (2020)
Chugach State Park (CSP) Management Plan (2016)
Chugach Access Plan (2010)
CSP Trail Management Plan (2009) and List of Recommended Revisions (2016)
Turnagain Arm Comprehensive Plan (2009)
Seward Highway Scenic Corridor Enhancements (2002)
Seward Highway Corridor Partnership Plan (1998)
Municipality of Anchorage Areawide Trails Plan (1997)
Turnagain Arm Management Plan for State Lands (1994)
Interpretive Plan for the Seward Highway Scenic Byway (1993)

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are
being, or have been, carried out by DOT&PF pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated November 3,
2017, and executed by FHWA and DOT&PF.
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•

Seward Highway Scenic Corridor Plan (1981)

Land Ownership/State Land Use Plans/State Parks: Most of the lands adjacent to the proposed
project are owned by the State of Alaska and they are managed by:
•
•
•

Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC), 200-foot-wide corridor
Alaska Department of Natural Resources (DNR), approximately 495,000 acres managed as
CSP
DOT&PF, 300-foot-wide corridor

There are approximately 1.33 acres of privately owned lands (two residential parcels) located near
Rainbow Valley Road.xii
In 2000, Alaska Senate Bill 235 authorized a land exchange between DOT&PF, ARRC, and DNR.
The legislation authorizes DNR to grant a highway easement to DOT&PF and convey a property
interest for relocating railroad facilities to ARRC, including for utilities. The legislation stipulates
any grant or conveyance may not exceed the interest needed to relocate or widen the Seward
Highway or relocate ARRC facilities and to construct, repair, and maintain the relocated facilities.xiii
In 2017, a Memorandum of Agreement was signed between DOT&PF and DNR to memorialize a
template for how the agencies would execute a Seward Highway project in accordance with the 2000
legislation.
Section 4(f) Lands: CSP is considered a Section 4(f) property under the Department of
Transportation Act of 1966. The project has potential to result in some Section 4(f) use of CSP lands
that surround the highway on both sides. DOT&PF will work closely with CSP officials in the
development of the proposed transportation improvements to avoid, minimize, and/or mitigate any
Section 4(f) use effects to CSP.xiv
The 36.6-mile Turnagain Arm District segment of the Alaska Railroad from Portage to Potter (ANC4057) has been found eligible for the NRHP and therefore eligible for protection under Section 4(f)
as a historic property. Project effects to the railroad are anticipated to result in a Section 106 finding
of No Adverse Effect to the eligible railroad. The 23 CFR 774.13(a)(3) Section 4(f) exception for
use of historic transportation facilities is expected to apply to the eligible railroad segment since the
project is anticipated to result in no adverse effect to the historic qualities of this segment that caused
it to be eligible for the National Register.
Section 6(f) Lands: CSP is a Section 6(f) resource, having received Land and Water Conservation
Funds to support land acquisition and park improvements.xv Access to CSP is from Windy Corner
and Rainbow trailheads. DOT&PF previously consulted with DNR (which manages the park and is
the liaison for the National Park Service) to coordinate Section 6(f) conversions and approvals
associated with the MP 105 to MP 107 project. With the proposed expansion of the project to MP
109.5, there is potential for the project to result is a Section 6(f) conversion of CSP lands that
surround the highway on both sides. DOT&PF will work closely with DNR in the development of
the proposed transportation improvements to avoid, minimize, and/or mitigate any Section 6(f)
conversion effects to CSP.xvi
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are
being, or have been, carried out by DOT&PF pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated November 3,
2017, and executed by FHWA and DOT&PF.
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National Parks, Preserves, Monuments, and Wild and Scenic Rivers: No National Parks,
Preserves, Monuments or Wild and Scenic Rivers are located in the proposed project area, or
surrounding vicinity.xvii
National Wildlife Refuges: No National Wildlife Refuges exist within the vicinity the project
area.xviii
State Refuges, Critical Habitat Areas, and Sanctuaries: No State refuges, critical habitat areas, or
sanctuaries are present in or around the project area.xix
Threatened and Endangered Species: The Cook Inlet distinct population segment (DPS) of beluga
whales is listed by NMFS as endangered under the Endangered Species Act. xx Critical habitat was
designated for the Cook Inlet DPS beluga whales in 2011, comprising 7,800 square kilometers
(3,000 square miles) and including all waters of Turnagain Arm.
DOT&PF and the Federal Highway Administration previously prepared a biological assessment
(April 2015) covering an action area (MP 103.5 to MP 109.5) for the MP 105-107 project and
consulted with NMFS in accordance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act. This resulted in
the following environmental conservation measures related to beluga whales that DOT&PF
anticipates would continue to be implemented during construction with the newly proposed
expanded project:
•

Blasting noise would be mitigated as follows:
o The contractor would use protected species observers to determine presence of beluga
whales within a designated area surrounding the blast location. Should an observer
notice beluga whales within the range prior to a blast, blasting activities would be
paused until the whales are outside of the designated protection zone.
o In-water fill placement would not occur from April 1 to June 15.
o Fill placement would only occur during daylight hours and would be restricted to
within six hours of low tide (three hours before and/or after local low tide).
o On-shore blasting would only occur during daylight hours and would be restricted to
within six hours of low tide (three hours before and/or after local low tide).
o Blasting activities would not occur at or below the intertidal zone.

DOT&PF will coordinate with NMFS to determine if there are any changes in impacts to threatened
and endangered species and/or additional consultation needs to address the additional 2.5-miles
being added to the project.
The USFWS Information Planning and Conservation database was reviewed and there are no
endangered/ threatened terrestrial species under the Endangered Species Act found within the project
area.xxi
Water Quality: Per DEC records, there are no impaired waters within the project area.xxii
Temporary water quality degradation would occur during construction in the Turnagain Arm
mudflats. Disturbance to normal surface silt levels would likely cause increased turbidity around the
proposed project area. Impacts from increased turbidity are expected to be temporary and not pose
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are
being, or have been, carried out by DOT&PF pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated November 3,
2017, and executed by FHWA and DOT&PF.
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long-term threats to aquatic species adapted to the Turnagain Arm area. A Stormwater Pollution
Prevention Plan would be developed for the project in compliance with the Alaska Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System permit for construction activities. Temporary water quality impacts
would be minimized through implementation of erosion and sedimentation control measures, as
outlined in the project’s Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan.
Wetlands and Waters of the United States: A wetland delineation was conducted in 2001 as part
of the 2004 Categorical Exclusion and determined that tidal mudflats are the only type of wetland in
the project area. Relocation of the highway and railroad tracks into Turnagain Arm from MP 105 to
MP 109.5 would result in fill of intertidal estuarine mudflats, consisting of inorganic silt material.xxiii
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) issued a public notice (POA-2017-35, Turnagain Arm)
on January 5, 2018 noting that USACE was reviewing a permit application received from DOT&PF.
DOT&PF will coordinate with USACE to determine if there are any changes in impacts to Waters of
the U.S. as a result of adding 2.5-miles to the project and if so, what revisions would be needed to
the previously submitted permit application.
Wildlife Habitat: Terrestrial mammals such as moose, Dall sheep, and brown and black bears have
been observed within the project area. These animals either reside atop the steep Turnagain Arm
hillside or traverse through the area to other habitats. Windy Corner is also a prime viewing location
for mountain goats and Dall sheep.xxiv Impacts from normal highway disturbances are minimal, and
the proposed project would not be anticipated to further impact wildlife. Mineral lick areas were
identified by ADF&G as part of the previous scoping efforts, to aid in the protection of Dall sheep
habitat. Consultation with ADF&G resulted in developing the following guidelines to be
implemented during construction:
•
•
•

Blasting would not occur when Dall Sheep are present within a designated blast zone
Blasting operations would not be allowed between May 10th through July 15th to protect
Dall sheep during lambing
Observers would be used to monitor Dall sheep within 0.25 mile of the blast location.
Blasting would be paused until sheep are greater than 0.25 mile from blasting operations

DOT&PF anticipates these conservation measures would continue to be implemented if any blasting
is proposed in the vicinity of the newly expanded project. Dall sheep habitat of concern is
understood to be confined to the Windy Corner vicinity. DOT&PF will coordinate with ADF&G to
determine any changes in these conservation measures are needed to address the additional 2.5-miles
being added to the project.
Traffic Noise: The proposed project would involve both “substantial alteration in vertical and
horizontal alignment” and “addition of an auxiliary lane.” The proposed project includes realignment
of the ARRC track. Each of these work activities triggers the need for a noise analysis. DOT&PF
conducted a noise analysis between MP 105 to MP 107 for the Windy Corner project using FHWA’s
Traffic Noise Model. The analysis found that the proposed project would not result in highway
traffic noise impacts. The need for an updated noise analysis is anticipated to address the additional
2.5-miles being added to the project and determine any change in noise impacts.
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are
being, or have been, carried out by DOT&PF pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated November 3,
2017, and executed by FHWA and DOT&PF.
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Invasive Species: A review of the University of Alaska Anchorage Alaska Exotic Plants
Information Clearinghouse Invasive Plants Mapperxxv identified twelve invasive or nonnative plant
species in the vicinity of the expanded project (Table 2).
Table 2: Invasive or Nonnative Plant Species Near Expanded Project
Scientific Name

Common Name

Invasiveness Category

Astragalus cicer

Chickpea milkvetch

Not yet ranked

Centaurea stoebe

Spotted knapweed

Extremely invasive

Elymus repens

Quackgrass

Modestly invasive

Leucanthemum vulgare

Oxeye daisy

Moderately invasive

Linaria vulgaris

Butter and eggs

Moderately invasive

Melilotus albus

White sweetclover

Extremely invasive

Melilotus officinalis

Yellow sweetclover

Moderately invasive

Plantago major

Common plantain

Weak invasive

Silene vulgaris

Bladder campion

Weak invasive

Taraxacum officinale

Common dandelion

Moderately invasive

Tragopogon dubius

Yellow salsify

Moderately invasive

Trifolium repens

White clover

Modestly invasive

Source: Alaska Exotic Plant Information Clearinghouse (https://aknhp.uaa.alaska.edu/apps/akepic/)

With the implementation of practicable measures to minimize the introduction or spread of invasive
species during construction, the project is expected to result in no substantial invasive species
impacts. Mitigation measures proposed to prevent or minimize the introduction and spread of
invasive species includes:
•
•
•

Avoid the use of listed noxious species for landscaping and erosion control purposes
Sequence construction activities to minimized disturbed areas
Implement timely seeding of project-disturbed areas with non-invasive species

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are
being, or have been, carried out by DOT&PF pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated November 3,
2017, and executed by FHWA and DOT&PF.

B.3: AGENCY COMMENTS
Agency Scoping Comment Period May 21, 2021 to June 21, 2021
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

5/24/21 Richard Lessard – DNR DLMW
5/25/21 Sarah Meitl – DNR OHA
5/27/21 Barbara Mahoney – NOAA
6/7/21 Cynthia Heil – DEC
6/8/21 Agency Scoping Meeting Notes
6/17/21 Adreinne Stolpe – DNR DLMW
6/18/21 Dan Beutel DNR – DOPR
6/21/21 Charles Pinckney – DNR DLMW
7/27/21 Brian Lindamood – Alaska RR Corporation

Adam Morrill
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lessard, Richard R (DNR) <richard.lessard@alaska.gov>
Monday, May 24, 2021 9:29 AM
Bob Effinger
RE: Request for Agency Scoping Comments on DOT&PF Proposed Project Seward Highway MP 105 MP 109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point Z566310000/0A31034

Mr. Effinger;
The Mining Section within the Division of Mining, Land, and Water of the Department of
Natural Resources has no concerns or issues in regards with this project.
Thank you for allowing us to comment.
Richard R. Lessard
Geologist V
Mineral Property Manager
550 W. 7th Avenue, Suite 900B
Anchorage, AK 99501‐3577
Phone: (907) 269‐7889
Cell: (907) 764‐3758
Email: richard.lessard@alaska.gov
From: Effinger, Bob A (DOT) <bob.effinger@alaska.gov>
Sent: Friday, May 21, 2021 4:14 PM
To: Fordham.tami@epa.gov; Sturges.Susan@epa.gov; Chu.Rebecca@epa.gov; stewart_cogswell@fws.gov;
trent.liebich@fws.gov; Jonathan_Gerken@fws.gov; douglass_cooper@fws.gov; Ted_Swem@fws.gov;
Steve_B_Lewis@fws.gov; ak_fisheries@fws.gov; D17‐PF‐D17‐LNM@USCG.MIL; Clinton.L.Scott@uscg.mil;
Shane.M.McCoy@usace.army.mil; shannon.johnson@usace.army.mil; regpagemaster@usace.army.mil;
greg.balogh@noaa.gov; barbara.mahoney@noaa.gov; bridget.mansfield@noaa.gov; samantha.simpson@noaa.gov;
gretchen.harrington@noaa.gov; nmfs.akr.habitat@noaa.gov; alaska.webmaster@noaa.gov; bshelby@blm.gov;
bmillion@blm.gov; blm_ak_afo_general_delivery@blm.gov; AK_Anchorage_FO@blm.gov; jrhoades@blm.gov;
kenneth.pratt@bia.gov; sean.mack@bia.gov; stuart.hartford@bia.gov; brooke_merrell@nps.gov;
Mail_R10_Chugach@fs.fed.us; deyna.kuntzsch@usda.gov; jeff.schramm@usda.gov; Smith, Jimmy C (CED)
<jimmy.smith@alaska.gov>; Bates, Randy W (DEC) <randy.bates@alaska.gov>; Buck, Teri A (DEC)
<teri.buck@alaska.gov>; Neff, Travis C (DEC) <travis.neff@alaska.gov>; Palmer, Charley (DEC)
<charley.palmer@alaska.gov>; Miller, Christopher C (DEC) <chris.miller@alaska.gov>; Rypkema, James (DEC)
<james.rypkema@alaska.gov>; Heil, Cynthia L (DEC) <cindy.heil@alaska.gov>; DEC‐Webmaster (DEC sponsored)
<DEC.Webmaster@alaska.gov>; Wardlow, Cynthia M (DFG) <cynthia.wardlow@alaska.gov>; Battle, David C (DFG)
<david.battle@alaska.gov>; Saalfeld, David T (DFG) <david.saalfeld@alaska.gov>; Dubour, Adam J (DFG)
<adam.dubour@alaska.gov>; Weiss, Edward W (DFG) <ed.weiss@alaska.gov>; Benkert, Ronald C (DFG)
<ronald.benkert@alaska.gov>; Marie, Megan E (DFG) <megan.marie@alaska.gov>; DFG, HAB InfoAnc (DFG sponsored)
<dfg.hab.infoanc@alaska.gov>; Wedeking, Matthew D (DNR) <matthew.wedeking@alaska.gov>; Bittner, Judith E (DNR)
<judy.bittner@alaska.gov>; DNR, Parks OHA Review Compliance (DNR sponsored) <oha.revcomp@alaska.gov>; DNR,
Parks OHA Review Compliance (DNR sponsored) <oha.revcomp@alaska.gov>; Miranda, Rys B (DNR)
<rys.miranda@alaska.gov>; Fehrmann, Chester W (DNR) <chester.fehrmann@alaska.gov>; Schade, David W (DNR)
<david.w.schade@alaska.gov>; Stolpe, Adrienne K (DNR) <adrienne.stolpe@alaska.gov>; Gervelis, Gwen M (DNR)
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<gwen.gervelis@alaska.gov>; Horton, George C (DNR) <george.horton@alaska.gov>; Poydack, Joseph L (DNR)
<joseph.poydack@alaska.gov>; Brown, Stanley C (DNR) <stanley.brown@alaska.gov>; Parsons, Martin W (DNR)
<marty.parsons@alaska.gov>; Brooks, Henry C (DNR) <henry.brooks@alaska.gov>; Walker, James H (DNR)
<james.walker2@alaska.gov>; Barrett, Tom R (DNR) <tom.barrett@alaska.gov>; Larson, Clifford A (DNR)
<clifford.larson@alaska.gov>; Lessard, Richard R (DNR) <richard.lessard@alaska.gov>; Eddy, Allen R (DNR)
<allen.eddy@alaska.gov>; Alvarez, Monica M (DNR) <monica.alvarez@alaska.gov>; Longacre, Rachel L (DNR)
<rachel.longacre@alaska.gov>; Hudson, Samantha A (DNR) <samantha.hudson@alaska.gov>; Park Permitting (DNR
sponsored) <parkpermitting@alaska.gov>; Spco Records <DNR.PCO.Records@alaska.gov>; dogpermitting (DNR
sponsored) <DOG.Permitting@alaska.gov>; Trust Land Office (DNR sponsored) <mhtlo@alaska.gov>; Development, DNR
Land (DNR sponsored) <land.development@alaska.gov>; Vanderwood, Randy D (DOT)
<randy.vanderwood@alaska.gov>; Thomas, Ryan F P (DOT) <ryan.thomas@alaska.gov>; Drake, Alan L (DOT)
<alan.drake@alaska.gov>; Keiner, Robert (DOT) <bob.keiner@alaska.gov>; Nickeson, Burrell L (DOT)
<burrell.nickeson@alaska.gov>; Wagner, Charles M (DOT) <charles.wagner@alaska.gov>; Boeckman, Craig T (DOT)
<craig.boeckman@alaska.gov>; Monteleone, Dan (DOT) <dan.monteleone@alaska.gov>; Binder, John R (DOT)
<john.binder@alaska.gov>; Moulton, Marcheta A (DOT) <marcheta.moulton@alaska.gov>; Burkholder, Matthew (DOT)
<matt.burkholder@alaska.gov>; Janke, Paul A (DOT) <paul.janke@alaska.gov>; McCarthy, Shannon K (DOT)
<shannon.mccarthy@alaska.gov>; Director, DOT Central Region (DOT sponsored) <dot.cr.director@alaska.gov>;
LindamoodB@akrr.com; HoppC@akrr.com; KubitzJ@akrr.com; BischofbergerKL@muni.org; EllisSM@muni.org;
info@ciri.com; david.persinger@awwu.biz; craig.lyon@anchorageak.gov
Cc: Schmid, Tom J (DOT) <tom.schmid@alaska.gov>; Roadifer, Carol J (DOT) <carol.roadifer@alaska.gov>; Elliott, Brian A
(DOT) <brian.elliott@alaska.gov>
Subject: Request for Agency Scoping Comments on DOT&PF Proposed Project Seward Highway MP 105 ‐ MP 109.5,
Windy Corner to Rainbow Point Z566310000/0A31034
Dear Agency Staff:
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities is soliciting comments and information on a proposal to realign and
construct safety improvements to the Seward Highway south of Anchorage. The project, formerly known as Seward Highway: MP
105‐107 Windy Corner is now Seward Highway MP 105‐109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point. The project limits are shown on the
attached Figure 1. The project’s scoping letter with referenced figures is also attached.
After reviewing the scoping materials, please reply with the following information:
1. Further analysis needed to evaluate sensitive resources potential impacted by the proposed project.
2. Regulatory permits and/or clearances required from your agency.
3. Any concerns or issues your agency or organization might have with the proposed project.
We are requesting that comments be delivered by June 21, 2021. If you feel that someone else in your organization should receive
this notification, please forward this email to them so they may comment.
Thank you,
Bob Effinger
Environmental Analyst
Preliminary Design and Environmental
Alaska DOT&PF Central Region
907.269.0531
Work Schedule: T, W, Th, F out of office on Mondays.
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project
are being, or have been, carried out by DOT&PF pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated
November 3, 2017, and executed by FHWA and DOT&PF.
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Adam Morrill
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

DNR, Parks OHA Review Compliance (DNR sponsored) <oha.revcomp@alaska.gov>
Tuesday, May 25, 2021 1:53 PM
Bob Effinger
Meitl, Sarah J (DNR)
FW: Request for Agency Scoping Comments on DOT&PF Proposed Project Seward Highway MP 105
- MP 109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point Z566310000/0A31034
Agency Scoping Letter 5.21.2021.pdf; Figure 1-Project Location and Existing Facilities_2021_0519.pdf;
Graphic 1 High-Severity Crashes Between 1977 and 2015 Seward Highway MP 89-MP 115.png

Good afternoon,
The Office of History and Archaeology/Alaska State Historic Preservation Office received your documentation, and its
review has been logged in with me under 2021‐00630. We may contact you if we require additional information. Our
office ordinarily has 30 calendar days after receipt to complete our review, but our office has entered tolling in response
to complications from COVID‐19 and our review may be delayed as a result. Please contact me by email if you have any
questions or concerns.
Best,
Sarah

Sarah Meitl
Review and Compliance Coordinator
Alaska State Historic Preservation Office
Office of History and Archaeology
550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1310
Anchorage, AK 99501‐3561
Direct: 907‐269‐8720
sarah.meitl@alaska.gov
http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/oha
Teleworking ‐ Email is the best method of communication.
From: Effinger, Bob A (DOT) <bob.effinger@alaska.gov>
Sent: Friday, May 21, 2021 4:14 PM
To: Fordham.tami@epa.gov; Sturges.Susan@epa.gov; Chu.Rebecca@epa.gov; stewart_cogswell@fws.gov;
trent.liebich@fws.gov; Jonathan_Gerken@fws.gov; douglass_cooper@fws.gov; Ted_Swem@fws.gov;
Steve_B_Lewis@fws.gov; ak_fisheries@fws.gov; D17‐PF‐D17‐LNM@USCG.MIL; Clinton.L.Scott@uscg.mil;
Shane.M.McCoy@usace.army.mil; shannon.johnson@usace.army.mil; regpagemaster@usace.army.mil;
greg.balogh@noaa.gov; barbara.mahoney@noaa.gov; bridget.mansfield@noaa.gov; samantha.simpson@noaa.gov;
gretchen.harrington@noaa.gov; nmfs.akr.habitat@noaa.gov; alaska.webmaster@noaa.gov; bshelby@blm.gov;
bmillion@blm.gov; blm_ak_afo_general_delivery@blm.gov; AK_Anchorage_FO@blm.gov; jrhoades@blm.gov;
kenneth.pratt@bia.gov; sean.mack@bia.gov; stuart.hartford@bia.gov; brooke_merrell@nps.gov;
Mail_R10_Chugach@fs.fed.us; deyna.kuntzsch@usda.gov; jeff.schramm@usda.gov; Smith, Jimmy C (CED)
<jimmy.smith@alaska.gov>; Bates, Randy W (DEC) <randy.bates@alaska.gov>; Buck, Teri A (DEC)
<teri.buck@alaska.gov>; Neff, Travis C (DEC) <travis.neff@alaska.gov>; Palmer, Charley (DEC)
<charley.palmer@alaska.gov>; Miller, Christopher C (DEC) <chris.miller@alaska.gov>; Rypkema, James (DEC)
<james.rypkema@alaska.gov>; Heil, Cynthia L (DEC) <cindy.heil@alaska.gov>; DEC‐Webmaster (DEC sponsored)
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<DEC.Webmaster@alaska.gov>; Wardlow, Cynthia M (DFG) <cynthia.wardlow@alaska.gov>; Battle, David C (DFG)
<david.battle@alaska.gov>; Saalfeld, David T (DFG) <david.saalfeld@alaska.gov>; Dubour, Adam J (DFG)
<adam.dubour@alaska.gov>; Weiss, Edward W (DFG) <ed.weiss@alaska.gov>; Benkert, Ronald C (DFG)
<ronald.benkert@alaska.gov>; Marie, Megan E (DFG) <megan.marie@alaska.gov>; DFG, HAB InfoAnc (DFG sponsored)
<dfg.hab.infoanc@alaska.gov>; Wedeking, Matthew D (DNR) <matthew.wedeking@alaska.gov>; Bittner, Judith E (DNR)
<judy.bittner@alaska.gov>; DNR, Parks OHA Review Compliance (DNR sponsored) <oha.revcomp@alaska.gov>; DNR,
Parks OHA Review Compliance (DNR sponsored) <oha.revcomp@alaska.gov>; Miranda, Rys B (DNR)
<rys.miranda@alaska.gov>; Fehrmann, Chester W (DNR) <chester.fehrmann@alaska.gov>; Schade, David W (DNR)
<david.w.schade@alaska.gov>; Stolpe, Adrienne K (DNR) <adrienne.stolpe@alaska.gov>; Gervelis, Gwen M (DNR)
<gwen.gervelis@alaska.gov>; Horton, George C (DNR) <george.horton@alaska.gov>; Poydack, Joseph L (DNR)
<joseph.poydack@alaska.gov>; Brown, Stanley C (DNR) <stanley.brown@alaska.gov>; Parsons, Martin W (DNR)
<marty.parsons@alaska.gov>; Brooks, Henry C (DNR) <henry.brooks@alaska.gov>; Walker, James H (DNR)
<james.walker2@alaska.gov>; Barrett, Tom R (DNR) <tom.barrett@alaska.gov>; Larson, Clifford A (DNR)
<clifford.larson@alaska.gov>; Lessard, Richard R (DNR) <richard.lessard@alaska.gov>; Eddy, Allen R (DNR)
<allen.eddy@alaska.gov>; Alvarez, Monica M (DNR) <monica.alvarez@alaska.gov>; Longacre, Rachel L (DNR)
<rachel.longacre@alaska.gov>; Hudson, Samantha A (DNR) <samantha.hudson@alaska.gov>; Park Permitting (DNR
sponsored) <parkpermitting@alaska.gov>; Spco Records <DNR.PCO.Records@alaska.gov>; dogpermitting (DNR
sponsored) <DOG.Permitting@alaska.gov>; Trust Land Office (DNR sponsored) <mhtlo@alaska.gov>; Development, DNR
Land (DNR sponsored) <land.development@alaska.gov>; Vanderwood, Randy D (DOT)
<randy.vanderwood@alaska.gov>; Thomas, Ryan F P (DOT) <ryan.thomas@alaska.gov>; Drake, Alan L (DOT)
<alan.drake@alaska.gov>; Keiner, Robert (DOT) <bob.keiner@alaska.gov>; Nickeson, Burrell L (DOT)
<burrell.nickeson@alaska.gov>; Wagner, Charles M (DOT) <charles.wagner@alaska.gov>; Boeckman, Craig T (DOT)
<craig.boeckman@alaska.gov>; Monteleone, Dan (DOT) <dan.monteleone@alaska.gov>; Binder, John R (DOT)
<john.binder@alaska.gov>; Moulton, Marcheta A (DOT) <marcheta.moulton@alaska.gov>; Burkholder, Matthew (DOT)
<matt.burkholder@alaska.gov>; Janke, Paul A (DOT) <paul.janke@alaska.gov>; McCarthy, Shannon K (DOT)
<shannon.mccarthy@alaska.gov>; Director, DOT Central Region (DOT sponsored) <dot.cr.director@alaska.gov>;
LindamoodB@akrr.com; HoppC@akrr.com; KubitzJ@akrr.com; BischofbergerKL@muni.org; EllisSM@muni.org;
info@ciri.com; david.persinger@awwu.biz; craig.lyon@anchorageak.gov
Cc: Schmid, Tom J (DOT) <tom.schmid@alaska.gov>; Roadifer, Carol J (DOT) <carol.roadifer@alaska.gov>; Elliott, Brian A
(DOT) <brian.elliott@alaska.gov>
Subject: Request for Agency Scoping Comments on DOT&PF Proposed Project Seward Highway MP 105 ‐ MP 109.5,
Windy Corner to Rainbow Point Z566310000/0A31034
Dear Agency Staff:
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities is soliciting comments and information on a proposal to realign and
construct safety improvements to the Seward Highway south of Anchorage. The project, formerly known as Seward Highway: MP
105‐107 Windy Corner is now Seward Highway MP 105‐109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point. The project limits are shown on the
attached Figure 1. The project’s scoping letter with referenced figures is also attached.
After reviewing the scoping materials, please reply with the following information:
1. Further analysis needed to evaluate sensitive resources potential impacted by the proposed project.
2. Regulatory permits and/or clearances required from your agency.
3. Any concerns or issues your agency or organization might have with the proposed project.
We are requesting that comments be delivered by June 21, 2021. If you feel that someone else in your organization should receive
this notification, please forward this email to them so they may comment.
Thank you,
Bob Effinger
Environmental Analyst
Preliminary Design and Environmental
Alaska DOT&PF Central Region
907.269.0531
Work Schedule: T, W, Th, F out of office on Mondays.
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The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project
are being, or have been, carried out by DOT&PF pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated
November 3, 2017, and executed by FHWA and DOT&PF.
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Adam Morrill
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Barbara Mahoney - NOAA Federal <barbara.mahoney@noaa.gov>
Thursday, May 27, 2021 6:14 PM
Bob Effinger
Re: FW: Request for Agency Scoping Comments on DOT&PF Proposed Project Seward Highway MP
105 - MP 109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point Z566310000/0A31034

hello Bob
I would like to remind you that ADOT/FHWA consulted with NMFS on listed marine mammal species for the
construction activities for Windy Corner (MP 105‐107).
call with questions, on or after 6 June
b
907‐331‐8528: cell
On Thu, May 27, 2021 at 7:17 PM Effinger, Bob A (DOT) <bob.effinger@alaska.gov> wrote:
This is a reminder that DOT&PF will conduct a virtual agency scoping meeting for the Seward Highway MP 105‐109.5
Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project on Tuesday, June 8, 2021 at 9 to 11 a.m. Please RSVP by Tuesday, June 1, 2021
by sending an email to Bob.Effinger@alaska.gov with the subject line “RSVP for Windy to Rainbow Agency Scoping
Meeting”, so we can forward a meeting invite.

From: Effinger, Bob A (DOT)
Sent: Friday, May 21, 2021 4:13 PM
To: 'Fordham.tami@epa.gov' <Fordham.tami@epa.gov>; 'Sturges.Susan@epa.gov' <Sturges.Susan@epa.gov>;
'Chu.Rebecca@epa.gov' <Chu.Rebecca@epa.gov>; 'stewart_cogswell@fws.gov' <stewart_cogswell@fws.gov>;
'trent.liebich@fws.gov' <trent.liebich@fws.gov>; 'Jonathan_Gerken@fws.gov' <Jonathan_Gerken@fws.gov>;
'douglass_cooper@fws.gov' <douglass_cooper@fws.gov>; 'Ted_Swem@fws.gov'; 'Steve_B_Lewis@fws.gov'
<Steve_B_Lewis@fws.gov>; 'ak_fisheries@fws.gov' <ak_fisheries@fws.gov>; 'D17‐PF‐D17‐LNM@USCG.MIL' <D17‐PF‐
D17‐LNM@USCG.MIL>; 'Clinton.L.Scott@uscg.mil' <Clinton.L.Scott@uscg.mil>; 'Shane.M.McCoy@usace.army.mil'
<Shane.M.McCoy@usace.army.mil>; 'shannon.johnson@usace.army.mil' <shannon.johnson@usace.army.mil>;
'regpagemaster@usace.army.mil' <regpagemaster@usace.army.mil>; 'greg.balogh@noaa.gov'
<greg.balogh@noaa.gov>; 'barbara.mahoney@noaa.gov' <barbara.mahoney@noaa.gov>;
'bridget.mansfield@noaa.gov' <bridget.mansfield@noaa.gov>; 'samantha.simpson@noaa.gov'
<samantha.simpson@noaa.gov>; 'gretchen.harrington@noaa.gov' <gretchen.harrington@noaa.gov>;
'nmfs.akr.habitat@noaa.gov' <nmfs.akr.habitat@noaa.gov>; 'alaska.webmaster@noaa.gov'
<alaska.webmaster@noaa.gov>; 'bshelby@blm.gov' <bshelby@blm.gov>; 'bmillion@blm.gov' <bmillion@blm.gov>;
'blm_ak_afo_general_delivery@blm.gov' <blm_ak_afo_general_delivery@blm.gov>; 'AK_Anchorage_FO@blm.gov'
<AK_Anchorage_FO@blm.gov>; 'jrhoades@blm.gov' <jrhoades@blm.gov>; 'kenneth.pratt@bia.gov'
<kenneth.pratt@bia.gov>; 'sean.mack@bia.gov' <sean.mack@bia.gov>; 'stuart.hartford@bia.gov'
<stuart.hartford@bia.gov>; 'brooke_merrell@nps.gov' <brooke_merrell@nps.gov>; 'Mail_R10_Chugach@fs.fed.us'
<Mail_R10_Chugach@fs.fed.us>; 'deyna.kuntzsch@usda.gov' <deyna.kuntzsch@usda.gov>; 'jeff.schramm@usda.gov'
<jeff.schramm@usda.gov>; Smith, Jimmy C (CED) <jimmy.smith@alaska.gov>; Bates, Randy W (DEC)
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<randy.bates@alaska.gov>; Buck, Teri A (DEC) <teri.buck@alaska.gov>; Neff, Travis C (DEC) <travis.neff@alaska.gov>;
Palmer, Charley (DEC) <charley.palmer@alaska.gov>; Miller, Christopher C (DEC) <chris.miller@alaska.gov>; Rypkema,
James (DEC) <james.rypkema@alaska.gov>; Heil, Cynthia L (DEC) <cindy.heil@alaska.gov>; DEC‐Webmaster (DEC
sponsored) <DEC.Webmaster@alaska.gov>; Wardlow, Cynthia M (DFG) <cynthia.wardlow@alaska.gov>; Battle, David C
(DFG) <david.battle@alaska.gov>; Saalfeld, David T (DFG) <david.saalfeld@alaska.gov>; Dubour, Adam J (DFG)
<adam.dubour@alaska.gov>; Weiss, Edward W (DFG) <ed.weiss@alaska.gov>; Benkert, Ronald C (DFG)
<ronald.benkert@alaska.gov>; Marie, Megan E (DFG) <megan.marie@alaska.gov>; DFG, HAB InfoAnc (DFG sponsored)
<dfg.hab.infoanc@alaska.gov>; Wedeking, Matthew D (DNR) <matthew.wedeking@alaska.gov>; Bittner, Judith E (DNR)
<judy.bittner@alaska.gov>; DNR, Parks OHA Review Compliance (DNR sponsored) <oha.revcomp@alaska.gov>; DNR,
Parks OHA Review Compliance (DNR sponsored) <oha.revcomp@alaska.gov>; Miranda, Rys B (DNR)
<rys.miranda@alaska.gov>; Fehrmann, Chester W (DNR) <chester.fehrmann@alaska.gov>; Schade, David W (DNR)
<david.w.schade@alaska.gov>; Stolpe, Adrienne K (DNR) <adrienne.stolpe@alaska.gov>; Gervelis, Gwen M (DNR)
<gwen.gervelis@alaska.gov>; Horton, George C (DNR) <george.horton@alaska.gov>; Poydack, Joseph L (DNR)
<joseph.poydack@alaska.gov>; Brown, Stanley C (DNR) <stanley.brown@alaska.gov>; Parsons, Martin W (DNR)
<marty.parsons@alaska.gov>; Brooks, Henry C (DNR) <henry.brooks@alaska.gov>; Walker, James H (DNR)
<james.walker2@alaska.gov>; Barrett, Tom R (DNR) <tom.barrett@alaska.gov>; Larson, Clifford A (DNR)
<clifford.larson@alaska.gov>; Lessard, Richard R (DNR) <richard.lessard@alaska.gov>; Eddy, Allen R (DNR)
<allen.eddy@alaska.gov>; Alvarez, Monica M (DNR) <monica.alvarez@alaska.gov>; Longacre, Rachel L (DNR)
<rachel.longacre@alaska.gov>; Hudson, Samantha A (DNR) <samantha.hudson@alaska.gov>; Park Permitting (DNR
sponsored) <parkpermitting@alaska.gov>; Spco Records <DNR.PCO.Records@alaska.gov>; dogpermitting (DNR
sponsored) <DOG.Permitting@alaska.gov>; Trust Land Office (DNR sponsored) <mhtlo@alaska.gov>; Development,
DNR Land (DNR sponsored) <land.development@alaska.gov>; Vanderwood, Randy D (DOT)
<randy.vanderwood@alaska.gov>; Thomas, Ryan F P (DOT) <ryan.thomas@alaska.gov>; Drake, Alan L (DOT)
<alan.drake@alaska.gov>; Keiner, Robert (DOT) <bob.keiner@alaska.gov>; Nickeson, Burrell L (DOT)
<burrell.nickeson@alaska.gov>; Wagner, Charles M (DOT) <charles.wagner@alaska.gov>; Boeckman, Craig T (DOT)
<craig.boeckman@alaska.gov>; Monteleone, Dan (DOT) <dan.monteleone@alaska.gov>; Binder, John R (DOT)
<john.binder@alaska.gov>; Moulton, Marcheta A (DOT) <marcheta.moulton@alaska.gov>; Burkholder, Matthew (DOT)
<matt.burkholder@alaska.gov>; Janke, Paul A (DOT) <paul.janke@alaska.gov>; McCarthy, Shannon K (DOT)
<shannon.mccarthy@alaska.gov>; Director, DOT Central Region (DOT sponsored) <dot.cr.director@alaska.gov>;
'LindamoodB@akrr.com' <LindamoodB@akrr.com>; 'HoppC@akrr.com' <HoppC@akrr.com>; 'KubitzJ@akrr.com'
<KubitzJ@akrr.com>; 'BischofbergerKL@muni.org' <BischofbergerKL@muni.org>; 'EllisSM@muni.org'
<EllisSM@muni.org>; 'info@ciri.com' <info@ciri.com>; 'david.persinger@awwu.biz' <david.persinger@awwu.biz>;
'craig.lyon@anchorageak.gov' <craig.lyon@anchorageak.gov>
Cc: Schmid, Tom J (DOT) <tom.schmid@alaska.gov>; Roadifer, Carol J (DOT) <carol.roadifer@alaska.gov>; Elliott, Brian
A (DOT) <brian.elliott@alaska.gov>
Subject: Request for Agency Scoping Comments on DOT&PF Proposed Project Seward Highway MP 105 ‐ MP 109.5,
Windy Corner to Rainbow Point Z566310000/0A31034

Dear Agency Staff:
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities is soliciting comments and information on a proposal to realign and
construct safety improvements to the Seward Highway south of Anchorage. The project, formerly known as Seward Highway: MP
105‐107 Windy Corner is now Seward Highway MP 105‐109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point. The project limits are shown on the
attached Figure 1. The project’s scoping letter with referenced figures is also attached.
After reviewing the scoping materials, please reply with the following information:
1. Further analysis needed to evaluate sensitive resources potential impacted by the proposed project.
2. Regulatory permits and/or clearances required from your agency.
2

3. Any concerns or issues your agency or organization might have with the proposed project.

We are requesting that comments be delivered by June 21, 2021. If you feel that someone else in your organization should receive
this notification, please forward this email to them so they may comment.

Thank you,

Bob Effinger
Environmental Analyst
Preliminary Design and Environmental
Alaska DOT&PF Central Region
907.269.0531
Work Schedule: T, W, Th, F out of office on Mondays.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project
are being, or have been, carried out by DOT&PF pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated
November 3, 2017, and executed by FHWA and DOT&PF.
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Adam Morrill
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Alimi, Adeyemi S (DEC) <adeyemi.alimi@alaska.gov>
Monday, June 7, 2021 3:42 PM
Bob Effinger
Heil, Cynthia L (DEC)
RE: Request for Agency Scoping Comments on DOT&PF Proposed Project Seward Highway MP 105 MP 109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point Z566310000/0A31034

Dear Bob Effinger,
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) has requested Alaska Department of
Environmental Conservation (ADEC) to comment on the proposed realignment and construction of safety improvements
to the Seward Highway south of Anchorage (Seward Highway MP 105‐109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point). DOT&PF
has requested ADEC to respond with information on the following:
1. Further analysis needed to evaluate sensitive resources potentially impacted by the proposed project.
2. Regulatory permits and/or clearances required from your agency.
3. Any concerns or issues your agency or organization might have with the proposed project.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed project. The following comments are limited to Air Quality
(AQ). Other divisions within ADEC will need to respond within their areas of expertise.
1. Further analysis needed to evaluate sensitive resources potentially impacted by the proposed project.
ADEC agrees with DOT&PF that the proposed project is not located within a non‐attainment or maintenance
area for air quality control under the Clean Air Act. Therefore, the project does not require a conformity analysis
under Transportation Conformity regulations.
2. Regulatory permits and/or clearances required from your agency
If open burning is chosen as the preferred method of disposal of organic debris, DOT&PF or their contractor
must use “reasonable procedures to minimize adverse environmental effects and limit the amount of smoke
generated,” as well as get any applicable permits. A complete description of the open burn information
including policies can be found at: http://dec.alaska.gov/air/air‐permit/open‐burn‐info/
3. Any concerns or issues your agency or organization might have with the proposed project.
Any construction activities should follow all reasonable precautions in accordance to 18 AAC 50.045(d) to
prevent particulate matter from being emitted into the ambient air.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Sincerely,
Adeyemi Alimi (Yemi)
State of Alaska, Department of Environmental Conservation
Air Quality Division
Non‐Point Mobile Sources Section
adeyemi.alimi@alaska.gov
907‐269‐6953 (Office)
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From: Effinger, Bob A (DOT)
Sent: Friday, May 21, 2021 4:14 PM
To: Fordham.tami@epa.gov; Sturges.Susan@epa.gov; Chu.Rebecca@epa.gov; stewart_cogswell@fws.gov;
trent.liebich@fws.gov; Jonathan_Gerken@fws.gov; douglass_cooper@fws.gov; Ted_Swem@fws.gov;
Steve_B_Lewis@fws.gov; ak_fisheries@fws.gov; D17‐PF‐D17‐LNM@USCG.MIL; Clinton.L.Scott@uscg.mil;
Shane.M.McCoy@usace.army.mil; shannon.johnson@usace.army.mil; regpagemaster@usace.army.mil;
greg.balogh@noaa.gov; barbara.mahoney@noaa.gov; bridget.mansfield@noaa.gov; samantha.simpson@noaa.gov;
gretchen.harrington@noaa.gov; nmfs.akr.habitat@noaa.gov; alaska.webmaster@noaa.gov; bshelby@blm.gov;
bmillion@blm.gov; blm_ak_afo_general_delivery@blm.gov; AK_Anchorage_FO@blm.gov; jrhoades@blm.gov;
kenneth.pratt@bia.gov; sean.mack@bia.gov; stuart.hartford@bia.gov; brooke_merrell@nps.gov;
Mail_R10_Chugach@fs.fed.us; deyna.kuntzsch@usda.gov; jeff.schramm@usda.gov; Smith, Jimmy C (CED)
<jimmy.smith@alaska.gov>; Bates, Randy W (DEC) <randy.bates@alaska.gov>; Buck, Teri A (DEC)
<teri.buck@alaska.gov>; Neff, Travis C (DEC) <travis.neff@alaska.gov>; Palmer, Charley (DEC)
<charley.palmer@alaska.gov>; Miller, Christopher C (DEC) <chris.miller@alaska.gov>; Rypkema, James (DEC)
<james.rypkema@alaska.gov>; Heil, Cynthia L (DEC) <cindy.heil@alaska.gov>; DEC‐Webmaster (DEC sponsored)
<DEC.Webmaster@alaska.gov>; Wardlow, Cynthia M (DFG) <cynthia.wardlow@alaska.gov>; Battle, David C (DFG)
<david.battle@alaska.gov>; Saalfeld, David T (DFG) <david.saalfeld@alaska.gov>; Dubour, Adam J (DFG)
<adam.dubour@alaska.gov>; Weiss, Edward W (DFG) <ed.weiss@alaska.gov>; Benkert, Ronald C (DFG)
<ronald.benkert@alaska.gov>; Marie, Megan E (DFG) <megan.marie@alaska.gov>; DFG, HAB InfoAnc (DFG sponsored)
<dfg.hab.infoanc@alaska.gov>; Wedeking, Matthew D (DNR) <matthew.wedeking@alaska.gov>; Bittner, Judith E (DNR)
<judy.bittner@alaska.gov>; DNR, Parks OHA Review Compliance (DNR sponsored) <oha.revcomp@alaska.gov>; DNR,
Parks OHA Review Compliance (DNR sponsored) <oha.revcomp@alaska.gov>; Miranda, Rys B (DNR)
<rys.miranda@alaska.gov>; Fehrmann, Chester W (DNR) <chester.fehrmann@alaska.gov>; Schade, David W (DNR)
<david.w.schade@alaska.gov>; Stolpe, Adrienne K (DNR) <adrienne.stolpe@alaska.gov>; Gervelis, Gwen M (DNR)
<gwen.gervelis@alaska.gov>; Horton, George C (DNR) <george.horton@alaska.gov>; Poydack, Joseph L (DNR)
<joseph.poydack@alaska.gov>; Brown, Stanley C (DNR) <stanley.brown@alaska.gov>; Parsons, Martin W (DNR)
<marty.parsons@alaska.gov>; Brooks, Henry C (DNR) <henry.brooks@alaska.gov>; Walker, James H (DNR)
<james.walker2@alaska.gov>; Barrett, Tom R (DNR) <tom.barrett@alaska.gov>; Larson, Clifford A (DNR)
<clifford.larson@alaska.gov>; Lessard, Richard R (DNR) <richard.lessard@alaska.gov>; Eddy, Allen R (DNR)
<allen.eddy@alaska.gov>; Alvarez, Monica M (DNR) <monica.alvarez@alaska.gov>; Longacre, Rachel L (DNR)
<rachel.longacre@alaska.gov>; Hudson, Samantha A (DNR) <samantha.hudson@alaska.gov>; Park Permitting (DNR
sponsored) <parkpermitting@alaska.gov>; Spco Records <DNR.PCO.Records@alaska.gov>; dogpermitting (DNR
sponsored) <DOG.Permitting@alaska.gov>; Trust Land Office (DNR sponsored) <mhtlo@alaska.gov>; Development, DNR
Land (DNR sponsored) <land.development@alaska.gov>; Vanderwood, Randy D (DOT)
<randy.vanderwood@alaska.gov>; Thomas, Ryan F P (DOT) <ryan.thomas@alaska.gov>; Drake, Alan L (DOT)
<alan.drake@alaska.gov>; Keiner, Robert (DOT) <bob.keiner@alaska.gov>; Nickeson, Burrell L (DOT)
<burrell.nickeson@alaska.gov>; Wagner, Charles M (DOT) <charles.wagner@alaska.gov>; Boeckman, Craig T (DOT)
<craig.boeckman@alaska.gov>; Monteleone, Dan (DOT) <dan.monteleone@alaska.gov>; Binder, John R (DOT)
<john.binder@alaska.gov>; Moulton, Marcheta A (DOT) <marcheta.moulton@alaska.gov>; Burkholder, Matthew (DOT)
<matt.burkholder@alaska.gov>; Janke, Paul A (DOT) <paul.janke@alaska.gov>; McCarthy, Shannon K (DOT)
<shannon.mccarthy@alaska.gov>; Director, DOT Central Region (DOT sponsored) <dot.cr.director@alaska.gov>;
LindamoodB@akrr.com; HoppC@akrr.com; KubitzJ@akrr.com; BischofbergerKL@muni.org; EllisSM@muni.org;
info@ciri.com; david.persinger@awwu.biz; craig.lyon@anchorageak.gov
Cc: Schmid, Tom J (DOT) <tom.schmid@alaska.gov>; Roadifer, Carol J (DOT) <carol.roadifer@alaska.gov>; Elliott, Brian A
(DOT) <brian.elliott@alaska.gov>
Subject: Request for Agency Scoping Comments on DOT&PF Proposed Project Seward Highway MP 105 ‐ MP 109.5,
Windy Corner to Rainbow Point Z566310000/0A31034
Dear Agency Staff:
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities is soliciting comments and information on a proposal to realign and
construct safety improvements to the Seward Highway south of Anchorage. The project, formerly known as Seward Highway: MP
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105‐107 Windy Corner is now Seward Highway MP 105‐109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point. The project limits are shown on the
attached Figure 1. The project’s scoping letter with referenced figures is also attached.
After reviewing the scoping materials, please reply with the following information:
1. Further analysis needed to evaluate sensitive resources potential impacted by the proposed project.
2. Regulatory permits and/or clearances required from your agency.
3. Any concerns or issues your agency or organization might have with the proposed project.
We are requesting that comments be delivered by June 21, 2021. If you feel that someone else in your organization should receive
this notification, please forward this email to them so they may comment.
Thank you,
Bob Effinger
Environmental Analyst
Preliminary Design and Environmental
Alaska DOT&PF Central Region
907.269.0531
Work Schedule: T, W, Th, F out of office on Mondays.
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project
are being, or have been, carried out by DOT&PF pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated
November 3, 2017, and executed by FHWA and DOT&PF.
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SEWARD HIGHWAY:
WINDY CORNER to RAINBOW POINT, MP 105-109.5
PROJECT NO. Z566310000
FEDERAL PROJECT NO. 0A31034
Agency Scoping Meeting Project Update
June 8, 2021 @ 9:00am

ATTENDEES
Project Team
DOT&PF
DOWL

Tom Schmid, Carol Roadifer, Bob Effinger, Brian Elliott, Craig Boeckman,
Matthew Dietrick, Douglas Kolwaite
Aaron Christie, Adam Morrill, Katie Conway, Zach Huff

Agency Representatives
ADF&G
Megan Marie
ARRC
Brian Lindamood
CCED
Jimmy Smith
DEC
Adeyemi Alimi, Kalah Statz
DNR – MLW
Tom Barrett, Christianna Colles, Evan Dodd, Lacy Hamner, Galen King,
Megahan O’Brien, Charles Pinckney, Adrienne Stolpe
DNR – Parks
Dan Beutel, William Corwin, Sarah Meitl
EPA
Susan Sturges
NOAA
Jill Seymour
USACE
Shane McCoy
MEETING PURPOSE
Provide agencies with a project update based on discussions and direction within the Alaska
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF), review new project limits and
potential concepts to be developed as alternatives, receive initial resource information from
agencies, and review next steps.
Notes taken during the meeting are in blue.
PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION
 Safety minute and introductions
o Agency scoping comments are due Monday, June 21, 2021.
 Background information and summary of where the project left off in late 2020 (Figures 1
and 2)
o DOT&PF provided a review of the project history and changes since the project’s initial
inception in the early 2000s. DOT&PF noted its interest in hearing what comments
agencies may have based on the updated project footprint or based on changes in
agency resources in the project area since agencies were last engaged with the
project.
o DOT&PF and the Federal Highway Administration elevated the environmental analysis
Class of Action to an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Windy Corner project in
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2017. The Windy Corner Draft EA was completed in March 2020 and included the
following alternatives:
 No Action Alternative
 Alternative 1 – Stay within the existing DOT&PF right-of-way (ROW)
 Alternative 2 – Shift alignment into Turnagain Arm (with 3 different options for
material sources)
 Alternative 3 – Shift alignment inland at Windy Corner
 Alternative 4 – Tunnel under Windy Corner
o Following release of the Draft EA, an open forum public hearing was held in July 2020
where comments were made by the public. Comment themes included: safety
improvements should address a larger segment; opposition to use of materials from
Chugach State Park (CSP); the potential inclusion of a separated non-motorized
pathway; and overall aesthetics suitable for a Scenic Byway.
o In coordination with the Alaska Department of Natural Resources (DNR), DOT&PF
prepared a signed Section 4(f) evaluation and DNR signed a Commissioner’s Findings
in October 2020.
 Current project direction (Figures 3 and 4)
o The project has now been extended from milepost (MP) 107 to MP 109.5 to address
additional areas with safety issues within the overall highway corridor.
o The CSP boundaries create additional challenges for DOT&PF and the Alaska
Railroad Corporation (ARRC) as they extend out into Turnagain Arm (i.e., each side of
the highway).
o Windy Corner and Rainbow Point have a history of having a high concentration of
serious accidents and both areas have deficient curves. This segment of the Seward
Highway is designated as a Safety Corridor, which has resulted in reduced crash
rates, but Safety Corridors are intended to be a temporary solution until a long-term fix
can be constructed. Safety improvements in this area will be challenging and
expensive and DOT&PF is looking to construct long-term improvements that will
address safety concerns for the foreseeable future.
o DOT&PF is interested in including a non-motorized pathway as part of the project; the
Windy Corner and Rainbow trailheads at each end of the project are logical termini.
o Engineering challenges include potential placement of fill in the dynamic Turnagain
Arm, high winds, and mountainside geology. The CSP boundaries create additional
challenges as CSP extends out into Turnagain Arm.
 Project goal, new project termini, and summary of existing conditions (Figures 3)
o Project goal
 Bring the Seward Highway up to current design standards for a 65-mile-perhour (mph) roadway. This design standard would: improve substandard
highway geometry; separate vehicles traveling at high differential speeds (i.e.,
parked, turning, and through traffic); separate traffic traveling in opposite
directions (where warranted); and provide safe access to surrounding land
uses.
o The expanded project is following the National Environmental Policy Act process. This
process requires the project start at the beginning of the scoping process to receive
agency and public feedback. The updated project will be evaluating the entire project
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corridor, though the project team will use what was learned from the Windy Corner
project to inform the extended project’s design and environmental analysis.
o Existing roadway curvature
o Existing resources (Appendix A from Agency Scoping Letter)
 Resources with potential impacts (e.g., air quality, floodplain management,
water quality) were reviewed.
o Existing access to surrounding land uses
 There are three access points to adjacent land uses within the project corridor:
- Windy Corner Trailhead access to CSP and Turnagain Arm Trail
- Rainbow Trailhead access to CSP and Turnagain Arm Trail
- Rainbow Valley Road to access private properties
 Review initial concepts
o The project scoping is intended to cover the entire project corridor and concepts are
being provided for agencies to consider when making comments or providing input on
potential project designs. Although the concepts being presented do not include the
specific alternatives included in the Draft Windy Corner EA, the previous analyses will
be used to inform alternatives development and analyses. It is anticipated the
extended project will have similarities to the previous Windy Corner project.
o Project design will consider turning movements, traffic analysis, pathway inclusion,
rock catchment, and clear zone. Highway cross-sections may include:
 Undivided highway with a travel lane in each direction
 Divided highway with a median and travel lanes in each direction
 Separated pathway as appropriate
o Concept 1 – Stay within Existing Right-of-Way (Figure 5)
 Advantages include:
- Minimize rock cuts
- Would not require fill to be placed in Turnagain Arm
- Would not require the realignment of ARRC facilities
 Disadvantages include:
- There is insufficient room within the existing DOT&PF ROW to construct
the needed improvements and meet the project’s objectives.
Rock
face cuts quickly reach ROW limits
- The highway and railroad are already at the minimum separation
distance
- Most curves could not be straightened to meet design standards.
o Concept 2 – Shift into Turnagain Arm at Windy Corner and Rainbow point (Figure 6)
 Advantages include:
- Curves at Windy Corner and Rainbow Point would be straightened
- ARRC track curves would be straightened
- Would provide space for potential improvements to the Windy Corner
and Rainbow trailheads
 Disadvantages include:
- Would require the placement of fill in Turnagain Arm
- Constructing in the dynamic tidal waters of Turnagain Arm presents
additional technical challenges
- Would require realigning ARRC tracks
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- Would require large amounts of material to construct
o Concept 3 – Shift Inland at Windy Corner and Rainbow Point (Figure 7)
 This concept could include either surface excavation and/or tunnel(s) at Windy
Corner and Rainbow Point.
 Advantages include:
- Curves at Windy Corner and Rainbow Point would be straightened
- Would not require the realignment of ARRC facilities
 Disadvantages include:
- Impacts to high-value Dall sheep habitat
- Impacts to private property at Rainbow Point
- Impacts to Windy Corner and Rainbow trailheads (access points for the
Turnagain Arm Trail)
- Would generate excess material
- The use of a tunnel(s) would still require a bypass to be maintained to
accommodate oversized vehicles
o Alternatives will consider these design concepts as the project team receives feedback
from agencies and the public on how to avoid and/or minimize or mitigate impacts to
resources.
 Agency questions and resource gaps
o U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) – Susan Sturges is based out of Seattle
and is new to the project. EPA acknowledged the agency does not appear to have
been actively engaged in previous project efforts. EPA concurred approaching this as
a new project is a positive direction.
 How far along was the Windy Corner project in terms of consultation and
permitting?
 The project had identified approximately 26 acres of impacts to Waters of the
U.S. A compensatory mitigation plan was developed and approved, but the
permit was not finalized. As the EA was about to be finalized, the project was
extended, and the process is being restarted now. The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) Section 404 individual permit did go through the Public
Notice process.
 There was a Biological Opinion (BO) issued for fill into Turnagain Arm and
blasting at the material location. The previously completed studies are posted
to the project website (in the archive folder).
o National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) – Jill Seymour and Bonnie
Easley-Appleyard will be working on the project in tandem. No questions or comments
at this time.
o Commerce, Community, and Economic Development – No comments from CCED, but
the project will need to consult with the Municipality of Anchorage for floodplain
management.
o Department of Environmental Conservation – The project is not located within an air
quality area of non-attainment or maintenance area and does not require a conformity
analysis. DEC recently provided written recommendations for mitigating dust and PM
emissions during construction to Bob Effinger (DOT&PF).
o Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) – Megan Marie attended for Josh
Brekken. Previous ADF&G comments (2013) were submitted and not many changes
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are anticipated—there are little freshwater resources in the area. ADF&G’s largest
focus will likely be related to terrestrial wildlife as NOAA has previously issued BOs for
fill placement in Turnagain Arm habitat and project blasting.
o State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) – SHPO will provide written comments. The
project will likely need a Determination of Eligibility for the National Historic
Preservation Office. There may be a need for additional resource identification based
on the known resources in the area and the new expanded project extents.
o DNR Parks – DNR Parks supports the safety improvements and will provide written
comments. The CSP Management Plan and CSP Trails Plan provide
recommendations for new facilities that should be constructed as part of the highway
improvements project. DNR supports improved access for bicycles, including
separation from traffic. DNR would like to see safe waterside access improvements
that avoid hazards associated with the ARRC facilities.
 Windy Corner website has a link to Chugach State Park; links to the CSP
Management Plan and CSP Trails Plan can be added.
 DNR has discussed access across the ARRC tracks at Beluga Point in the past
and would be interested in seeing recreational access here.
o DNR Realty – No comments at this time
o DNR Survey - No comments at this time.
o DNR Water Resources – There may be water right’s owners near the Rainbow Valley
Road.
o DNR MLW – No comments at this time.
o U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Not present at this time.
o DEC Drinking Water – There are no known public water systems in the extended
project area; DEC will provide written comments.
o ARRC – Design goal is to generally be able to maintain 45 mph speeds and have no
ROW conflicts with DOT&PF; the tracks could be straightened in this area to achieve
that speed.
 Trespass issues at Turnagain Arm are some of the most severe ARRC must
consistently address. Beluga Point is known hazard area as the public
frequently attempts to access the water at this location.
 The Rainbow siding is short but used frequently, specifically during summer.
This siding may need to increase in length based on future business direction.
 ARRC will provide written comments.
 Schedule
o Environmental document initiated (Spring 2021)
o Public and stakeholder involvement (ongoing)
 Agency responses due (Monday June 21, 2021)
o Environmental document and preliminary design (2020-2022)
 LWCF EA
 DNR Commissioner’s Finding and Section 4(f)
o Right-of-way (ROW) acquisition—if required (2023-2024)
o Final design (2023-2024)
o Anticipated construction—dependent upon available funding (2024-2027)

June 17, 2021
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
Design and Engineering Services; Preliminary Design and Environmental
Attn: Brian Elliot – Regional Environmental Manager
PO Box 196900
Anchorage, AK 99519‐6900
Subject: Request for Scoping Comments, Project Number 0A31035/Z566310000
Dear Mr. Elliot:
The Division of Mining, Land & Water, Realty Services Section has reviewed the project area for the Seward Highway
Mileposts 105‐109.5 Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project and has the following comments for lands within the
project area:
T. 10 N., R. 2 W., S.M.
• Patent No. 50‐2020‐0003 to the State of Alaska from the United States:
 A right‐of‐way, A‐046811, one hundred feet in width for a transmission line issued to Chugach Electric
Association, Inc. The wrong right‐of‐way is listed on this patent; the correct right‐of‐way is A‐29885.
Realty Services is working with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to correct the error.
 A 44 LD 513 federal appropriation, incorrectly noted as a right‐of‐way, AA‐953, for a U.S. Forest
Service radio facility. Realty Services is currently working with the Forest Service to release their
interest in this appropriation. This site is incorrectly depicted on the Master Title Plat and lies north
of the Seward Highway at approximately the following location: 60.9853 N., ‐149.6088 W. The
attached as built depicts the correct appropriation site. The Department of Transportation will need
to consult with the Forest Service if the site will be impacted by the project.
U. 11 N., R. 2 W., S.M.
• USS 2891, patented to a private owner by the BLM in 1952. No relevant federal restrictions or rights‐of‐
way that could impact the project.
All other lands have been patented to the State of Alaska or the Alaska Railroad Corporation and do not appear to
pose an issue for the project. Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
Sincerely,

Adrienne K. Stolpe
Chief, Realty Services Section

Attachment:

Cc:

1967 as built, USFS MP 106.7 Radio Repeater Site

Bob Effinger, Environmental Impact Analyst
Tom Schmid, P.E., Project Manager
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Beutel, Dan E (DNR)
Effinger, Bob A (DOT); Schmid, Tom J (DOT)
Wedeking, Matthew D (DNR); Gease, Ricky John (DNR); Corwin, William B (DNR)
RE: Request for Agency Scoping Comments on DOT&PF Proposed Project Seward Highway MP 105 - MP 109.5,
Windy Corner to Rainbow Point Z566310000/0A31034
Friday, June 18, 2021 10:13:44 AM
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Hi Bob and Tom,
The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation (DPOR) has reviewed the agency scoping for
the Seward Highway Mileposts 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project and we
look forward to working with DOT&PF on improvements to the Seward Highway in this area.
DPOR believes improvements in the safety of the Seward Highway are desirable and that
there is also great potential for improved access to Chugach State Park (CSP). DPOR will
coordinate with other agencies within the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to
evaluate grants of rights-of-way of CSP land for this project pursuant to Sections 5 and 6 of
chapter 116, Session Laws of Alaska 2000.
The Chugach State Park Management Plan (CSPMP) includes recommended facilities to be
improved and developed in this area to provide improved experiences for park visitors and
protect park resources. DPOR will work with DOT&PF to determine how to ensure that the
highway improvements are consistent with the CSPMP as the project is further refined.
DPOR would like to see the facility recommendations of the CSPMP implemented, including a
scenic overlook and group recreation site at Rainbow Point and a wildlife viewing area at
Windy Corner. DPOR wants to ensure that any work performed improves the existing
trailheads for the Turnagain Arm Trail at Windy Corner and Rainbow.
DPOR also requests that the project include a bicycle and pedestrian path along the highway
but separated from the traveled roadway to provide a safe route for sightseers to view
Turnagain Arm and the Chugach Mountains and as a link in a potential bike path connecting
the existing Indian to Girdwood bike path to Anchorage.
Finally, DPOR requests a dedicated access route to Turnagain Arm so that sightseers,
surfers, and kiteboarders have a safe route across the Alaska Railroad. This could be a
tunnel or bridge across the railroad. Previous project concepts also included a boat launch
into Turnagain Arm for emergency rescue; DPOR supports such an emergency use launch.
DPOR will also work with DOT&PF and the National Park Service on the Land and Water
Conservation Fund (LWCF) Section 6(f) conversion of CSP lands which will necessary if the
revised highway or Alaska Railroad routes require the use of CSP land. DPOR believes that
an Environmental Assessment (EA), consistent with the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA), is appropriate for a project of this scale as part of the LWCF conversion.
Public comments on DNR’s proposed easement grant under the previous project concept
were strongly opposed to the use of materials from Chugach State Park. DPOR believes that
any use of materials from CSP will be the focus of public opposition to a revised project.
Therefore, DPOR strongly recommends that this project uses materials from within the new
or existing rights-of-way or from outside of the project area.
The State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) will comment separately regarding Section
106 and protection of historic and cultural resources.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment. We look forward to further discussions of the
improvements to Seward Highway safety and Chugach State Park facilities.
Sincerely,

Dan Beutel
Permits & Special Projects
Alaska State Parks & Outdoor Recreation
907-269-8692
dan.beutel@alaska.gov

From: Effinger, Bob A (DOT) <bob.effinger@alaska.gov>
Sent: Friday, May 21, 2021 4:14 PM
To: Fordham.tami@epa.gov; Sturges.Susan@epa.gov; Chu.Rebecca@epa.gov;
stewart_cogswell@fws.gov; trent.liebich@fws.gov; Jonathan_Gerken@fws.gov;
douglass_cooper@fws.gov; Ted_Swem@fws.gov; Steve_B_Lewis@fws.gov; ak_fisheries@fws.gov;
D17-PF-D17-LNM@USCG.MIL; Clinton.L.Scott@uscg.mil; Shane.M.McCoy@usace.army.mil;
shannon.johnson@usace.army.mil; regpagemaster@usace.army.mil; greg.balogh@noaa.gov;
barbara.mahoney@noaa.gov; bridget.mansfield@noaa.gov; samantha.simpson@noaa.gov;
gretchen.harrington@noaa.gov; nmfs.akr.habitat@noaa.gov; alaska.webmaster@noaa.gov;
bshelby@blm.gov; bmillion@blm.gov; blm_ak_afo_general_delivery@blm.gov;
AK_Anchorage_FO@blm.gov; jrhoades@blm.gov; kenneth.pratt@bia.gov; sean.mack@bia.gov;
stuart.hartford@bia.gov; brooke_merrell@nps.gov; Mail_R10_Chugach@fs.fed.us;
deyna.kuntzsch@usda.gov; jeff.schramm@usda.gov; Smith, Jimmy C (CED)
<jimmy.smith@alaska.gov>; Bates, Randy W (DEC) <randy.bates@alaska.gov>; Buck, Teri A (DEC)
<teri.buck@alaska.gov>; Neff, Travis C (DEC) <travis.neff@alaska.gov>; Palmer, Charley (DEC)
<charley.palmer@alaska.gov>; Miller, Christopher C (DEC) <chris.miller@alaska.gov>; Rypkema,
James (DEC) <james.rypkema@alaska.gov>; Heil, Cynthia L (DEC) <cindy.heil@alaska.gov>; DECWebmaster (DEC sponsored) <DEC.Webmaster@alaska.gov>; Wardlow, Cynthia M (DFG)
<cynthia.wardlow@alaska.gov>; Battle, David C (DFG) <david.battle@alaska.gov>; Saalfeld, David T
(DFG) <david.saalfeld@alaska.gov>; Dubour, Adam J (DFG) <adam.dubour@alaska.gov>; Weiss,
Edward W (DFG) <ed.weiss@alaska.gov>; Benkert, Ronald C (DFG) <ronald.benkert@alaska.gov>;
Marie, Megan E (DFG) <megan.marie@alaska.gov>; DFG, HAB InfoAnc (DFG sponsored)
<dfg.hab.infoanc@alaska.gov>; Wedeking, Matthew D (DNR) <matthew.wedeking@alaska.gov>;
Bittner, Judith E (DNR) <judy.bittner@alaska.gov>; DNR, Parks OHA Review Compliance (DNR
sponsored) <oha.revcomp@alaska.gov>; DNR, Parks OHA Review Compliance (DNR sponsored)
<oha.revcomp@alaska.gov>; Miranda, Rys B (DNR) <rys.miranda@alaska.gov>; Fehrmann, Chester
W (DNR) <chester.fehrmann@alaska.gov>; Schade, David W (DNR) <david.w.schade@alaska.gov>;
Stolpe, Adrienne K (DNR) <adrienne.stolpe@alaska.gov>; Gervelis, Gwen M (DNR)
<gwen.gervelis@alaska.gov>; Horton, George C (DNR) <george.horton@alaska.gov>; Poydack,
Joseph L (DNR) <joseph.poydack@alaska.gov>; Brown, Stanley C (DNR)
<stanley.brown@alaska.gov>; Parsons, Martin W (DNR) <marty.parsons@alaska.gov>; Brooks, Henry
C (DNR) <henry.brooks@alaska.gov>; Walker, James H (DNR) <james.walker2@alaska.gov>; Barrett,
Tom R (DNR) <tom.barrett@alaska.gov>; Larson, Clifford A (DNR) <clifford.larson@alaska.gov>;
Lessard, Richard R (DNR) <richard.lessard@alaska.gov>; Eddy, Allen R (DNR)

<allen.eddy@alaska.gov>; Alvarez, Monica M (DNR) <monica.alvarez@alaska.gov>; Longacre, Rachel
L (DNR) <rachel.longacre@alaska.gov>; Hudson, Samantha A (DNR)
<samantha.hudson@alaska.gov>; Park Permitting (DNR sponsored) <parkpermitting@alaska.gov>;
Spco Records <DNR.PCO.Records@alaska.gov>; dogpermitting (DNR sponsored)
<DOG.Permitting@alaska.gov>; Trust Land Office (DNR sponsored) <mhtlo@alaska.gov>;
Development, DNR Land (DNR sponsored) <land.development@alaska.gov>; Vanderwood, Randy D
(DOT) <randy.vanderwood@alaska.gov>; Thomas, Ryan F P (DOT) <ryan.thomas@alaska.gov>;
Drake, Alan L (DOT) <alan.drake@alaska.gov>; Keiner, Robert (DOT) <bob.keiner@alaska.gov>;
Nickeson, Burrell L (DOT) <burrell.nickeson@alaska.gov>; Wagner, Charles M (DOT)
<charles.wagner@alaska.gov>; Boeckman, Craig T (DOT) <craig.boeckman@alaska.gov>;
Monteleone, Dan (DOT) <dan.monteleone@alaska.gov>; Binder, John R (DOT)
<john.binder@alaska.gov>; Moulton, Marcheta A (DOT) <marcheta.moulton@alaska.gov>;
Burkholder, Matthew (DOT) <matt.burkholder@alaska.gov>; Janke, Paul A (DOT)
<paul.janke@alaska.gov>; McCarthy, Shannon K (DOT) <shannon.mccarthy@alaska.gov>; Director,
DOT Central Region (DOT sponsored) <dot.cr.director@alaska.gov>; LindamoodB@akrr.com;
HoppC@akrr.com; KubitzJ@akrr.com; BischofbergerKL@muni.org; EllisSM@muni.org;
info@ciri.com; david.persinger@awwu.biz; craig.lyon@anchorageak.gov
Cc: Schmid, Tom J (DOT) <tom.schmid@alaska.gov>; Roadifer, Carol J (DOT)
<carol.roadifer@alaska.gov>; Elliott, Brian A (DOT) <brian.elliott@alaska.gov>
Subject: Request for Agency Scoping Comments on DOT&PF Proposed Project Seward Highway MP
105 - MP 109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point Z566310000/0A31034
Dear Agency Staff:
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities is soliciting
comments and information on a proposal to realign and construct safety improvements to the Seward Highway
south of Anchorage. The project, formerly known as Seward Highway: MP 105-107 Windy Corner is now Seward
Highway MP 105-109.5, Windy Corner to Rainbow Point. The project limits are shown on the attached Figure 1. The
project’s scoping letter with referenced figures is also attached.
After reviewing the scoping materials, please reply with the following information:
1. Further analysis needed to evaluate sensitive resources potential impacted by the proposed project.
2. Regulatory permits and/or clearances required from your agency.
3. Any concerns or issues your agency or organization might have with the proposed project.
We are requesting that comments be delivered by June 21, 2021. If you feel that someone else in your organization
should receive this notification, please forward this email to them so they may comment.
Thank you,
Bob Effinger
Environmental Analyst
Preliminary Design and Environmental
Alaska DOT&PF Central Region
907.269.0531
Work Schedule: T, W, Th, F out of office on Mondays.
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental
laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by DOT&PF pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a

Memorandum of Understanding dated November 3, 2017, and executed by FHWA and DOT&PF.

June 21, 2021
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
Design and Engineering Services; Preliminary Design and Environmental
Attn: Brian Elliot – Regional Environmental Manager
PO Box 196900
Anchorage, AK 99519‐6900
Subject: Request for Scoping Comments, Project Number 0A31035/Z566310000
Dear Mr. Elliot
The Division of Mining, Land & Water (DMLW) has reviewed the project area for the Seward
Highway Mileposts 105‐109.5 Windy Corner to Rainbow Point project and has the following
comments for lands within the project area related to water resources.
The Preliminary Environmental Research document did not include a water resources or
hydrology section. DMLW would be interested in learning more about how the realignment
might impact hydrology and water resources within the project area. This is of particular concern
with “concept 3”, where the road alignment would move more inland. There are water rights on
two residential lots within the project area near Rainbow, DNR casefile numbers for these water
rights are LAS 1635 and LAS 1569. Changes in hydrology that would result from this project
could impact these users’ ability to access or use their water sources. Potential impacts, as well
as avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures should be considered in future
environmental review documents.
Sincerely,

Charles Pinckney
Natural Resource Specialist III
Program Support Section
Cc:

Bob Effinger, Environmental Impact Analysis
Tom Schmid, P.E., Project Manager

July 27, 2021

ENGINEERING
TEL 907.265.3095

Via Electronic Mail
Bob Effinger
Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities
4111 Aviation Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99519
Re: ARRC Scoping comments on proposed Seward Highway MP 105-109
improvements
Dear Mr. Effinger:
The Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC) has reviewed the scoping materials for the
Sewar Highway MP105-109 Improvements (the “Project”) provided but the Alaska
Department of transportation and Public Facilities (the “Department’) this spring. We
are pleased that the Department is moving forward with this project to improve the
safety of this corridor. Based upon the information provided, ARRC has the following
comments:




The Department took a progressive approach to the safety of not only highway
users, but all users of the park and ARRC in the design of the original MP 105
“Windy Corner” Project. This included the provision of safe places for motorists
to stop and view Turnagain Arm and the Chugatch State Park; the provision of
meaningful separation between ARRC’s tracks and locations where the public
would typically reside; and provision of grade separated access between the
parking areas and the water, further discouraging the public from crossing or
occupying ARRC’s tracks. As the scope of this project expands, ARRC believes
that this approach ought to be employed elsewhere in the area, and the highway
corridor in general.
ARRC supports Concept “2” with the relocation of both the railroad and the
highway near MP 109. This reduces or eliminates the sharp curves in the area,
improving safety. Furthermore, it provides an opportunity for further separated
viewing of, and access to, Turnagain Arm near the old roadway alignment. This
access across the tracks to the water needs to be grade separated as was
planned at MP 105. Finally, it keeps the through traffic of both the railroad and
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the highway together in a joint corridor, minimizing impacts and disturbance to
the park and its users.
The existing steel retaining wall within the project limits that separates the
highway from the railroad is nearing 50-years old and appears to have some
conditions that would suggest that it is reaching the end of its service life. As the
Department is contemplating expanding the roadway into the hillside, ARRC
would suggest that now is the appropriate time for this wall to be replaced as part
of the project.
ARRC does have plans to eventually expand and extend the existing railroad
siding (“Rainbow”) to accommodate larger trains. As with the original Windy
Corner project, the new retaining structure for the highway (approximately MP
105 and 108) needs to be offset such that a second track may be added in the
future.

ARRC would like to thank the Department for the opportunity to provide scoping
comments for this project. We look forward to working with all interested parties to
move this important project forward. If you have any further questions, please do not
hesitate to contact me at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Brian Lindamood, PE, SE
Vice President, Chief Engineer
cc:

Jim Kubitz
Andy Donovan
Kate Duber
Tom Schmidt

